
MÉTIS NATION OF ONTARIO  ∞  ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY (AGA)

STANDING RULES
The rules of order below are intended to facilitate progress, include Senators in orderly debate and decision 
making, and to ensure fairness, equality and common sense.  

…”The strength of our society is based on democracy, freedom, fairness, equality, generosity, justice and the 
customary and written law of our people. Above all, we cherish harmony and peace…”

Excerpt from the MNO Statement of Prime Purpose 

1.  All MNO General Assembly Business will run in accordance with the MNO Bylaws, the MNO Statement of Prime 
Purpose, and the applicable provisions in MNO’s Métis Rules of Order.

2.  MNO Citizens in good standing are entitled to speak and vote at the AGA.  Proxy voting is prohibited.  A Citizen 
may not transfer their voting clicker or band to another Citizen. A Citizen who leaves the meeting must turn 
over their voting clicker or band to the staff. At the discretion of the MNO Chair or Vice-Chair, a staff member or 
advisor may be invited to provide operational information or professional advice.

3.  A Citizen who wishes to speak at the AGA must approach a microphone, wait to be recognized by the MNO 
Chair or Vice-Chair, and open by stating their name. The MNO Chair or Vice Chair may interrupt a Citizen so as to 
explain a rule or to address a procedural breach, and a Citizen so interrupted must stop speaking and wait.

4.  On each issue or debatable motion, each Citizen will be entitled to speak up to two (2) times, each time for no 
longer than three (3) minutes.  Speaking a third time or longer than three minutes will require permission from 
the assembly.  The initial reading of a motion by the mover to the Assembly will not be timed.

5.  Notwithstanding clause 4, accommodations may be made to allow additional time for a Citizen with disabilities 
to debate a motion, at the Chair’s discretion.

6.  To speak a second time on the same motion or agenda item, a Citizen must wait until those who wish to speak 
on it for the first time have done so. A Citizen who has questions may ask one follow-up question within the same 
three minute time slot.

7. Debate must focus on the pending motion or agenda item.

8.  If progress is slow or time is running short, the MNO Chair or Vice-Chair may encourage an end to the debate 
after what the MNO Chair or Vice-Chair considers to be a reasonable debating time. If a Citizen objects to ending 
the debate on a motion, the MNO Chair or Vice-Chair must take a vote on whether debate will end.

9.  Citizens must conduct themselves in a manner consistent with the MNO Statement of Prime Purpose.  Speakers 
must observe decorum, must avoid personal attacks and disorderly or discourteous behaviors, and are expected 
to help maintain a safe and respectful meeting environment.

10.  If possible, decision making will be by consensus. In the event that consensus seems difficult or impossible to 
achieve, a formal vote will be taken, and the outcome will be determined under the provisions in the MNO Bylaws.


