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Personal Background

Gary Lipinski was born and raised in Fort Frances, Ontario. Asa
descendant of the only Métis collective in Canadato negotiate a
Métis adhesion to an historic treaty (the Halfbreed Addendum to
Treaty #3), he comesfrom along line of Métis commercial fisherman
and traditional resource usersin north-western Ontario. Today, Gary
continuesto live in Fort Frances with hiswife Dianne and daughter
Rachel.

Career Background

Initially ateacher by trade for over a decade, Gary’s career in Métis
politics began in 1994 as an elected Councillor for the Qunset Country
Métis, a Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) Community Council which
represents Métiscitizensin Fort Frances (Rainy Lake/ Rainy River) area.
Benefitting from this experience, Gary went on to becomethe
Regional Councillor for north-western Ontario (MNO Region One) on
the Provisional Council of the Métis Nation of Ontario (PCMNO). In
1999 in hisfirst province-wide election, Gary was elected to the MNO
Executive as Chair of the POMNO. Re-elected to thisposition twice he
served as MNO Chair for atotal of nine years before being elected
MNO President in May 2008.

AsMNO Chair, Gary was an instrumental part of the leadership team
that advanced R v. Powley —the ground-breaking Métisrights
litigation that allrmed in the Supreme Court of Canadathat Métisare
afull fledged rights-bearing people and that Métis communities have
constitutionally-protected rights. He also acted as Chief Negotiator
during MNO's negotiationswith the Ontario Government in order to
implement the Powley decision. These negotiationsultimately
resulted in an agreement on Métis harvesting rights being reached
between the former MNO President and the Ontario Minister for
Natural Resourcesin July 2004. Today, thisnegotiated agreement
remainsthe only one of itskind in Canada.

Leadership Priorities and Achievements

Snce being elected MNO President, Gary and hisleadership team
have focussed on four key prioritiesto advance the Métisagendain
Ontario. These include: (1) continuing to advance Métisrights; (2)
promoting Métis pride, identity and culture; (3) supporting Métis
individuals, families and communities; and (4) strengthening the
MNO'sfinancial management and accountability. Successesin these
areas have been achieved by building strategic relationshipswith
other governments, industry, Hrst Nations and stakeholders aswell as
creating opportunitiesfor Ontario Métisto continue to work together
in order to build a stronger Métis Nation.
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