Date

Honourable Tony Clement

Minister of Industry

278 Confederation Building 
Ottawa, ON 
K1A 0A6 

Dear Minister Clement:
As a citizen of the Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO), I would like to register my concern, in the strongest possible terms, regarding the proposed elimination of the mandatory long-form census. 

The loss of the credibility of the data that is derived from the long form sampling would be devastating to the Métis people, and set us back to a time when governments ignored the Métis people in this country.  As you know, in your own riding, the Métis population is a vital and important part of the community.  Through your Ministry’s decision to get rid of the mandatory long form, the Métis in your riding and Métis in ridings from Ontario westward will lose valuable data about their children, families and communities.  

There are several important reasons why this data is so important to the Métis people.  Firstly, it is the only way that government actually attempts to capture information and learn about the Métis as a distinct Aboriginal group in Canada.  The Métis are often referred to as “the forgotten Aboriginal people” because for generations in this country all levels of government denied our very existence and rights.  In previous Census, there was no place for individuals to identify as Métis.  Government officials and politicians conveniently used this reality to support their flawed positions that rights-bearing Métis communities did not exist in Ontario as well as throughout the rest of the Métis Nation.

Since the advent of s. 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 and the recognition and affirmation of Métis rights, along with the Métis Nation’s ongoing work with Statistics Canada, we have slowly been reversing the trend of longstanding wilful blindness to the Métis reality in Canada.  Increasingly, we have been able to gather more accurate data on Métis populations, including, important demographic indicators such as mobility, median age and locations.  We believe this makes Canada stronger because it assists Métis in being recognized and understood, instead of being ignored because governments cannot see a community with a recognized land base.  This data has allowed the Métis Nation to educate government officials that we are another Aboriginal people that lives, uses and occupies areas with other Canadians and First Nations. 

Secondly, without the vital information collected through the long-form, federal, provincial, and Métis governments are at a considerable disadvantage in terms of tracking the rapidly evolving Métis population. With this data we are better able to provide appropriate and efficient services to our citizenry in such areas as health, job programs, education and training and population-specific social services. In addition, the data enables us to construct detailed and judicious long term strategic plans for the betterment of Métis communities and Canada as a whole. This type of data can only be obtained through a credible and reliable sampling of the population of Canada (i.e., a 1 in 5 sample), which the current long form model is based on.  A voluntary census form is not a sufficient replacement for the mandatory form because it will not allow for accurate demographic profiles to be produced on Métis and the communities they live in throughout Ontario westward. This decision is essentially ensuring that Aboriginals, such as the Métis, the most marginalized people in society, will continue to be underrepresented. 
Minister, if we have learned anything from our history in this country, ignoring the challenges Aboriginal populations face is not the answer. Wilful blindness is not a solution.  It has not worked for governments in the past, when it has come to dealing with Aboriginal peoples and it will not work in the future.  All that will result is giving comfort to those that want to ignore Aboriginal peoples and allow current cultural, social and economic disadvantages to grow without credible data to make sound policy decisions.  I do not believe that this is an acceptable result for a responsible government.

I strongly urge you and your Ministry to reconsider this flawed and short-sighted decision.  I believe we all have a role to find solutions to make Canada better, however, the federal government must continue to fulfill its role in collecting the data that will allow these solutions to be found based on sound data and policy.
Sincerely,

Your Name

Your Address
