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 The Battle of Vimy Ridge by Richard Jack.

Canadian War Museum

During the First World War, 
the Battle of Vimy Ridge 
became a major event 

that got Canada recognized as a 
country that can hold its own. 
This recognition came at a great 
cost to the Canadian people. Métis 
soldiers were among those gave 
their lives in this battle.

The Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Veterans’ Council has 
redirected its plans for the 
2017 Vimy Ridge Project. Métis 
veterans and youth will attend a 
Vimy Ridge remembrance service 
taking place in Ottawa to mark 
the 100th anniversary of this 

important historical event.
The event in Ottawa is 

estimated to last about 4 or 5 
days, taking in much of Vimy 
Ridge and First World War 
history, including many events. 
Originally, the plan involved 
travelling to the commemorative 
ceremony taking place in Vimy, 
France. The current political 
circumstance in France and 
Belgium have deterred many 
people from applying for the 
previously planned event on 
Vimy Ridge in France, which has 
prevented the MNO Veterans’ 
Council from being able to have 
the minimum required number 
of attendees for the tour guide 
organizer, as stipulated by their 
contract.

Nevertheless, the MNO 
Veterans’ Council is determined to 
present an opportunity for Métis 
youth to learn what was fought 
and paid for with their ancestors’ 
blood and will instead plan to 
attend the event in Ottawa.

All past and future donations 
and fundraising will now be 
dedicated to meet this goal. 
The MNO Veterans’ Council’s 
GoFundMe page has been 
updated and continues to accept 
donations.

If you would like to attend 
and participate in this memorable 

event, please email the MNO 
Veterans’ Council at mnovc@
rogers.com to get your pre-
registration form.
For those that have already 
registered for the previous Vimy 
Ridge Pilgrimage, the council will 
keep your registration on file and 
apply it to the Ottawa trip. If you 
would like to volunteer on any 
of the committees of this event, 
please send an e-mail to  
mnovc@rogers.com with 
your contact information: name, 
address, phone number and email 
address. 

An error appeared in Métis Voyageur issue no. 92 that was published in October 2016. The picture of Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) Sena-
tors that appeared on page B4 did not include Senator Marlene Greenwood. The picture that should have appeared is below, and includes Senator 
Greenwood. We apologize for the error.

MétiS NAtioN oF oNtARio SeNAtoRS: Back Row (L-R): Larry Duval, Parmillia Burgie, Terry Bloom, Ray Bergie, Blair Sterling, Carol 
Levis, Bill Morrison, Cecile Coutu, Roland St. Germain, Garry Laframboise, John Van Wyck, Ken Simard, Gerry Bedford, Brian Gouliquer, 
Patsy Dryden, Al Roussin, John George, Robert Lloyd, Eugene Content, Romeo Sarrazin. Front row (L-R): Alis Kennedy, Karen Cederwall, 
Constance Simmonds, Marlene Greenwood, Audrey Vallee, Joseph Poitras, Reta Gordon, Rene Gravelle, Verna Porter-Brunelle, Maryjane 
Buttenham, Brenda Powley, Parmallia Burgie, Cecile Wagar.

MNo Veterans’ Council Vimy Ridge Project update

Correction notice

Support the MNO Veterans’ Council 2017 Vimy Ridge 
project! To donate, visit their GoFundMe page at  
gofundme.com/au3q23x8.

submitted by
Joseph Paquette
MNO Veterans’ Council President
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Registry@metisnation.org

Submission Policy: The MNO encourages 
contributions from MNO citizens and staff. 
All submissions are edited to conform to 
the Canadian Press Style Guide as well as 
for grammar, repetitiousness, spelling and 
to accurately reflect the official names and 

titles of individuals, organization, bodies and 
agencies referenced in submissions.

With the exception of letters to the editor 
and submissions to the family section, all 
submissions should NOT be written in the first 
person.

The recommended length for a submission 
is between 400 and 600 words. Submissions 
longer than that may be edited for length.
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In Ontario, Louis Riel Day has also 
become a time when Métis Nation of Ontar-
io (MNO) citizens not only remember Riel’s 
legacy and renew the commitment to com-
plete his work, but also celebrate the many 
contributions of the Métis to Canada and to 
highlight the challenges that Métis continue 
to face.  

This year, Louis Riel Day was made 
extraordinary by an unprecedented level of 
enthusiasm for all things Métis in Ontario 
and by the historic first-ever raising of the 
Métis Flag on Parliament Hill in Ottawa.

An unprecedented statement

The first-ever Métis flag raising on Par-
liament Hill took place at a ceremony that 
started at 8:00 a.m. on November 16.

Louis Riel was elected to Parliament to 
represent Manitoba ridings in three different 
elections. He was never able to take his seat 
in the House of Commons because the prov-
ince of Ontario placed a $5000 bounty on his 
head due to his actions as leader of the Pro-
visional Métis Government that had negoti-
ated Manitoba’s entry into Confederation. 

Although Riel was never been able to take 
his seat, he did at one point sneak into the 
Parliament Building and sign the Parlia-
mentary register. This remarkable history 
made the raising of the Métis Flag on Louis 
Riel Day not only a piece of delicious irony 
but also an unprecedented statement by the 
Canadian government that demonstrates that 
the way Canada will work with the Métis has 
changed dramatically since 1885. 

MNO President Margaret Froh was one 
of the Métis leaders invited to speak at the 

flag raising and in her remarks she spoke 
about how Louis Riel believed this change 
would eventually take place: “I know that 
one of the things that Louis Riel did,” she 
explained, “he foretold a day when Canadi-
ans would recognize and acknowledge the 
work that he had done and that the Métis 
had done in founding this country, in found-
ing this place, these lands [Parliament] that 
we’re on today. […] I believe that that day 

Louis Riel was the great Métis leader 
executed on November 16, 1885 
by the Canadian government 
for leading the Northwest 

Resistance in defense of Métis rights 
and the Métis way-of-life. While his 
death is one of the great tragedies of 
Canadian history, every year Métis 
across the Homeland mark November 
16 as Louis Riel Day; and on that day 
assert their Métis identity and pride. 

“there are 
amazing 
things on 
the horizon 
for us” – MNO President Margaret Froh

  Distinguished guests and dignitaries  
clap along to fiddle music provided 
by Métis fiddler Taylor Fleming on 
Parliament Hill.

  (L-R) Clément Chartier, Métis National Council President; the 
Honourable Carolyn Bennett, Minister of Indigenous and Northern 
Affairs; Tony Belcourt, Founding MNO President and MNO Ottawa 
Region Métis Councilor, listen while Margaret Froh, MNO President. 
speaks during the ceremony 

  MNO President Margaret Froh (far left) looks on as the Honourable 
Carolyn Bennett, Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs, speaks 
during the flag raising ceremony.

continued on page 4
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  The Honourable Dave Levac (far right), Speaker 
of the Ontario Legislature, brings greetings 
to Queen’s Park while MNO President Froh 
(second from right) and other guests look on.

  Métis veterans salute during the Queen’s Park ceremony. (L-R) Dr. 
Alis Kennedy, O.Ont, C.D., O.M.C., MNO Veterans’ Council Senator; 
Métis Veteran June Smart; Shelly Claus, MNO Veterans’ Council 
Women’s Representative; Todd Ross, MNO Toronto and York Region 
Métis Council Chair (Interim); and Joseph Paquette, MNO Veterans’ 
Council President.

  1 - MNO President Margaret Froh raises the Métis flag at Queen’s Park. 2 - Register with Louis 
Riel’s signature, which he signed on March 31, 1874.

has come. We are there now. I’m so excited 
to see so much pride within our nation.” 

The connection between Riel and the 
Métis flag was emphasized by the Honour-
able Dr. Carolyn Bennett, Minister of Indig-
enous Relations and Northern Affairs, who 
prior to raising the flag stated: “Like Louis 
Riel himself, this flag is a powerful symbol of 
Métis history, strength, spirit, cultural pride 
and infinity.” 

Minister Bennett also explained that 
Library and Archives Canada had recently 
released a picture of the Parliamentary reg-
ister that Louis Riel had to sign secretly; 
by cover of night, given the bounty placed 
on his head by the Ontario Legislature of 
the day, and his fear of being arrested. She 
commented: “We were quite moved [to see 
Riel’s signature] all of us to be able to see the 

document – to know that again – we hope 
that the sneaking in and sneaking out is in 
some ways what we are recognizing today.”

Following her remarks, Minister Bennett 
was joined by a number of Parliamentarians 
to raise the Métis flag. As the flag went up the 
pole, everyone in attendance clapped their 
hands to the fiddling of young Métis fiddler 
Taylor Fleming and cheered and applauded 
once the flag had reached the top. 

taking up the fiddle

The annual provincial Louis Riel Day cer-
emony in Toronto got underway just before 
lunch. It started with a Métis Flag raising 
ceremony at the front of the Legislature at 
Queen’s Park. MNO President Froh with 
other dignitaries raised the flag. The No. 
10 Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion 
then formed a colour party that led partici-
pants from the front of the Legislature to the 

Northwest Rebellion Monument on the other 
side of the Legislative Grounds. The proces-
sion was accompanied by Métis youth fiddler 
Alicia Blore. Alicia has been performing this 
role for several years now and this did not 
escape the attention of President Froh who 
when recognizing Alicia later in the program 
stated: “I find it so wonderful and so encour-
aging that our youth have taken up the fiddle 
and other aspects of our culture.”

MNO leaders and special guests made 
remarks prior to the laying of wreaths by 
members of the MNO Veterans’ Coun-
cil. Following the end of the ceremony, the 
assembly went to the Sheraton Centre Hotel 
where they enjoyed a lovely feast. 

Ceremonies at the Northwest Rebel-
lion monument were opened with a prayer 
from Provisional Council of the Métis Nation 
of Ontario (PCMNO) Senator Verna Por-
ter-Brunelle. In her prayer, she called upon 
Métis to “stand together as a united people.”

I stand before 
you as a 
Métis – I am 
proud of the 
fact that I am 
Métis.”
Honourable Dave Levac
Speaker of the Ontario Legislature

continued from page 3
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 Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) representatives and distinguished guests brought greetings during the Louis Riel Ceremony at Queen’s Park in Toronto. (L-R) 1 -  France 
Picotte, MNO Chair 2 -  Mitch Case, MNO Youth Council President and PCMNO Youth Representative 3 -  Margaret Froh (right), MNO President, speaks while PCMNO Senator 
Rene Gravelle looks on. 4 - Verna Porter-Brunelle, PCMNO Senator 5 -  Norm Miller, MPP (Parry Sound–Muskoka) 6 -  France Gélinas, MPP (Nickel Belt) 7 -  The Honourable 
David Zimmer, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation.

Emceed by MNO Chair France Picotte, 
this year’s speeches were all barn burners 
starting with the Honourable Dave Levac, 
Speaker of the Ontario Legislature. The 
crowd applauded as the Speaker stated 
with great conviction: “I stand before you as 
a Métis – I am proud of the fact that I am 
Métis.” He added that more and more people 
are coming forward to proudly say they are 
Métis and in conclusion he urged all Métis 
to “Stand tall – stand tall.”  Speaker Levac 
and President Froh have committed to estab-
lishing a joint committee to help drive the 
effort to establish a new monument to Louis 
Riel and the Métis on the grounds of the 
Legislature.

The provincial government was repre-
sented at the Toronto ceremony by the Hon-
ourable David Zimmer, Minister of Indige-
nous Relations and Reconciliation. Minister 
Zimmer stated: “Today, Louis Riel is recog-
nized as a statesman, having played a pivotal 

role in the history of Métis people, as well as 
the formation of Canada. […] We will con-
tinue working with Métis partners to uphold 
Riel’s legacy and create new opportunities for 
Métis people as we continue on the journey 
of reconciliation together.”

The presence of Minister Zimmer, Speak-
er Levac and several other Cabinet Ministers 
and MPPs at the Queen’s Park Louis Riel Day 
event demonstrates the positive relationship 
the MNO has built with Ontario through the 
MNO-Ontario Framework Agreement, which 
was renewed in 2014.

Other guest speakers along with Minis-
ter Zimmer and Speaker Levac were Norm 
Miller, the Progressive Conservative Indige-
nous Relations and Reconciliation Critic, and 
France Gélinas, the New Democratic Party 
Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation 
Critic.  Also in attendance were: the Hon-
ourable Kathryn McGarry, Minister of Natu-
ral Resources and Forestry; the Honourable 

Michael Coteau, Minister of Children and 
Youth Services, and Minister Responsible for 
Anti-Racism; Sophie Kiwala, MPP for Kings-
ton and the Islands; Authur Potts, MPP for 
Beaches–East York; Yvan Baker, MPP for 
Etobicoke Centre; Percy Hatfield, MPP for 
Windsor–Tecumseh; Soo Wong, MPP for 
Scarborough–Agincourt; and, John Fraser, 
MPP for Ottawa South.

As in the past, one of the highlights of 
the ceremony was the address from the Métis 
Youth Representative, which this year was 
the PCMNO Youth Representative and Presi-
dent of the MNO Youth Council, Mitch Case. 
Case explained that the story of Louis Riel 
is the story of youth leadership. He pointed 
out that Riel was only 25 when he led the 
provisional government in the Red River and 
he compared Riel to today’s Métis youth. 
He pointed out that like Riel, modern Métis 
youth find themselves leaving their commu-
nities to go out and get an education – but 

also coming back to their communities as 
Riel did. He also spoke about how in the past 
many Métis lost their heritage and did not 
know who they were until later in life. Case 
rejoiced however, that going forward: “Those 
who come after us will never not know who 
they are.” In conclusion, much to the delight 
of the audience, he commented on the fact 
that Métis youth were present right at the 
Legislature stating: “The young people of the 
Métis Nation are here and we are coming for 
you!”

One of the few individuals who has par-
ticipated in the provincial Louis Riel Day cer-
emony from the beginning, is Métis rights 
lawyer and Riel family member, Jean Teil-
let. This year, Teillet gave another inspir-
ing speech. She drew parallels between the 
recent election of Donald Trump as Ameri-
can President and the struggles Louis Riel 

continued on page 6
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We have all watched what has hap-
pened in the United States over 
the past few months. Many of us 

have watched with horror as Donald Trump 
has “let slip the dogs of war”. The dogs of 
war are not the soldiers with marching 
orders and military targets. The dogs of war 
are rape, racism, pillage, hatred, envy, vio-
lence and revenge. 

We have seen it before; in our own Métis 
history.

Starting in the mid 1860s “the Canadas” 
started arriving in Red River. This was the 
term used by the Métis to describe the men 
which came from Upper Canada (Ontario) to 
the North-West. It was not a nice term. The 
Métis didn’t call these men “the Canadas” as 
a term of endearment. They were the exam-
ple of Canada in the North-West and they 
were not a pretty example. These men were 
there for one reason – to make their personal 
fortunes. They brought with them a supe-
rior attitude, contempt for anyone who was 
French or Catholic and racial hatred that had 
never been seen before in the North-West.

Like Donald Trump, these men knew 
how to use the media of the day. They began 
the first newspaper in the North-West, and 
they provided their 19th century version of 
tweets (letters to Ontario newspapers) that 

set out a derogatory tone everyone in Ontar-
io bought into. Thus they set the stage for 
the attitude that Sir John A. Macdonald and 
George-Étienne Cartier brought to the resis-
tance of 1869-70. They thought they knew 
everything there was to know. They dis-
missed the people of Red River because they 
adopted the racist superior attitudes of “the 
Canadas”.

Following what was a successful nego-
tiation of terms on which Manitoba would 
enter Confederation, Canada unleashed the 
dogs of war on Red River. Canada sent an 
army padded with “volunteers” from Ontario 
who had one goal – revenge for the killing 
of Thomas Scott. In fact Scott was only one 
of three men who died in the resistance of 
1869-70, but he was the only one the Can-
adas came to care about. And they had not 
cared, not so much, at first. They had to be 
goaded into it. The Canadas made it their 
mission to turn Scott into a symbol of insult 
and the focus of their revenge. They ran a 
campaign based on hatred. They campaigned 
on racism, on divide and conquer from all 
that was French, Catholic, Indian and Métis. 
The English Protestant volunteers and the 
militiamen unleashed the dogs – rape, pil-
lage, theft and murder – on the Métis. All of 
which went unpunished. When the dogs of 

war are loose there is no justice to be found.
It was the dogs of war that caused the 

Métis to flee Red River after 1870. Many 
fled to the North Saskatchewan and tried to 
start anew. But the dogs followed relentlessly. 
We all know what happened at Batoche and 
afterwards. It was the dogs that bayed for 
Riel’s hanging.

Fifteen years; from 1870-1885. For fif-
teen years the dogs of war preyed on the 
Métis. Their ultimate act was the hanging of 
Riel on this day in 1885.

And we have just now witnessed a sim-
ilar campaign of racism and hatred. Will 
the dogs of war slip into Canada? Are they 
already here? Can Donald Trump succeed in 
calling back in the dogs he has unleashed? 
It won’t be easy, even if he actually tries. 
The dogs of war are not easily re-captured. 
I think we may be in for a wave of violence. 
We hope it has peaked and will diminish. 
But it might just as easily be the precursor of 
larger waves to come.

So what do we do now? Pray for a mira-
cle? Duck and cover? That’s what the Métis 
did in the immediate aftermath of 1885. Le 
grand silence was the price of our defeat 
in la guerre national in 1885. But in 1909 
my great grandfather Joseph Riel, Andre 
Nault and other Métis in Red River began 

a campaign to break that silence. They did 
it by refusing to succumb. They spoke out. 
They wrote letters to editors. They wrote 
books. They stood up and spoke. Not angrily 
or bitterly. They simply stated the truth that 
the Métis know. They refused to bow their 
heads to the dogs of war. It is because the 
Métis fought the dogs of war that we have 
been able to accomplish everything we have. 
And we have accomplished much.

So on this day, 131 years after Riel was 
hanged, it’s a good time to remember that 
we can look to our own history for guid-
ance. We have faced the dogs of war before 
and we have survived them. We can do it 
again. But it means we must not be silent. 
We must speak out. We must write. We must 
take a stand for what we think is right. And 
we must continue to take that stand. I have a 
dream that long after I am gone, in the next 
century, the Métis will still be here. That will 
only happen if we keep this thing that Riel 
fought and died for  —this Métis Nation—
alive. 

  Jean Teillet, Métis Lawyer and a great-
neice of Louis Riel, delivers a speech 
at Queen’s Park.

As she has since the beginning of the provincial Louis Riel Day 
ceremony at Queen’s Park; on November 16, 2016, Métis lawyer 
and great-niece of Louis Riel Jean Teillet delivered a speech and 

shared her thoughts about the significance of Louis Riel Day. This 
year’s speech was especially poignant and powerful and the Métis 

Voyageur is proud to provide her full prepared remarks.

“Let Slip the 
  Dogs of War”

faced in his lifetime fighting against preju-
dice. She challenged Métis today to follow 
their ancestors who in 1905 gathered to 
speak out against the same kind of injustices 
that Trump now represents. She urged those 
assembled to: “Stand up – speak out – we are 
better than that – if it takes us to show every-
one else in Canada – let’s do it!” (To see Teil-
let’s full remarks, please see article below).

The final speaker was President Froh. 
This was her first Louis Riel Day ceremony 
as President. In her remarks, President Froh 
acknowledged the Métis veterans who were 
party of the ceremony, as well as the MNO 
leaders present including a number of Com-
munity Council Presidents, PCMNO mem-
bers as well as members of the Women’s 
Secretariat of the Métis Nation of Ontario 
(WSMNO) and the MNO Youth Council. 
Referring to the contributions of all these 
groups, President Froh stated: “What hap-
pens in our communities is at the heart of 
our nation.”

President Froh explained that while today 
the Métis still face many challenges that the 
Métis are now in a time of revitalization and 
renewal. She highlighted the passage of the 
MNO Secretariat Act at the end of 2015 as 
an example that demonstrated how far the 
MNO has come in the last several years. 

President Froh expressed her pride in the 
increasing role of Métis youth in the MNO 
and said that the MNO can now start think-
ing about where it will be in 50 and 100 
years. “There are great opportunities ahead of 
us,” she said, “and we are not going to squan-
der any of them.”

President Froh concluded her com-
ments saying that Métis are enjoying “such a 

revitalization of pride [that] . . . our future is 
very bright – there are amazing things on the 
horizon for us.” 

In closing the ceremony, Chair Picotte as 
she has for many years now, asked partici-
pants to consider what they did in the last 
year to advance the Métis Nation and what 
they can do in the coming year to keep the 
Métis Nation strong. “What have we each 
done in our own little way to make sure 
we are a strong people – what will we do to 
make sure our children can stay proud.”  

continued from page 5

“[Louis Riel] 
foretold a day when 
Canadians would 
recognize and 
acknowledge the 
work that he had 
done and that the 
Métis had done in 
founding this country 
[…] I believe that 
that day has come. 
We are there now. I’m 
so excited to see so 
much pride within 
our nation.”
- MNO President Margaret Froh

1

2

  1 - Mitch Case, MNO Youth Council President and PCMNO Youth Representative, 
speaks to the crowd gathered at Queen’s Park. 2 - Alicia Blore, MNO citizen, plays 
Métis fiddle music during the opening procession on the grounds of the Provincial 
Legislature.
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T
his year there has been 
a number of important 
developments con-
cerning Métis rights 
and self-government. 

Two of the most important were the 
Supreme Court decision in Daniels 
v Canada in April and the release of 
A Matter of National Constitutional 
Import: Report of the Minister’s Spe-
cial Representative on Reconciliation 
with Métis: Section 35 Métis Rights 
and the Manitoba Metis Federation 
Decision by Thomas Isaac in June.

In order to insure that the Métis 
Nation of Ontario’s (MNO) com-
munity leaders are well-aware of 
the many implications of the Dan-
iels decision and the Isaac Report, 
the MNO held the Daniels/Isaac 
Symposium on November 17, 
2016, in Toronto. All MNO char-
tered Community Council Presi-
dents were invited to the Sym-
posium along with two other 
members of each council, as well 
as the members of the Provision-
al Council of the Métis Nation of 
Ontario (PCMNO), the MNO Vet-
erans’ Council, the MNO Youth 
Council and the Women’s Secretar-
iat of the Métis Nation of Ontario 
(WSMNO). As funding was lim-
ited, participation was limited to 
these groups, however the entire 
proceedings were recorded and 
are available for viewing. For more 
information, please contact Mike 
Fedyk at mikef@metisnation.org.

The Symposium was ably facili-
tated by MNO Chair France Picotte 
with PCMNO Senator Rene Grav-
elle providing both opening and 
closing prayers and MNO President 
Margaret Froh providing opening 
and closing remarks.

There were three main pre-
senters. Renowned Métis lawyer 

and Senior Counsel at Pape Salter 
Teillet LLP, Jean Teillet opened the 
Symposium. Teillet, who is cur-
rently writing a book about Métis 
history in Canada, provided an 
exciting and insightful lecture 
about Métis political history and 
the exclusion of Métis in Canada. 

The second speaker was the 
author of the Isaac Report, Thom-
as Isaac, who is a Partner in Cas-
sells, Brock and Blackwell LLP 
and the former Ministerial Spe-
cial Representative to Canada on 
Métis Section 35 Rights. Isaac 
explained his mandate in prepar-
ing the Report and reviewed the 
rationale for his key findings and 
recommendations.

The Symposium was closed by 
well-known Métis lawyer Jason 
Madden, who is also a partner at 
Pape Salter Teillet LLP and nation-
ally recognized as one of the lead-
ing Indigenous rights lawyers in 
Canada. Madden focused on the 
Daniels case and its implications 
as well as reconciliation road ahead 
and what opportunities that will 
present for the Métis Nation.

Following the Symposium, 
most participants then attended 
a public Louis Riel Day event co-
sponsored by the MNO and Law 
Society of Upper Canada. Held 
every year, this year’s event fea-
tured a panel discussion called 
Relationships, Reconciliation and 

Redress: The Road Ahead for the 
Métis. The panel was moderated 
by Jean Teillet with MNO President 
Froh, Director of Métis and Non-
Status Indian Relations with Indig-
enous and Northern Affairs Canada 
Ian Ketcheson, Jason Madden and 
Tom Isaac serving as panelists. The 
panel focused on the Daniels case 
and provided valuable insights 
into the likely future direction of 
relations between Canada and the 
Métis Nation.

Following the panel discussion, 
participants enjoyed traditional 
Métis fiddling and jigging from 
Métis youth Alicia and Liam Blore, 
Joanna Burt and Kyle Burton. 

“The panel 
focused on the 
Daniels case 
and provided 

valuable insights 
into the likely 

future direction of 
relations between 
Canada and the 
Métis Nation.”

Understanding Daniels and isaac
Louis Riel Day panel at the Law Society of Upper Canada • Daniels/Isaac Symposium

  (L-R) Margaret Froh, MNO President; Tom Isaac, Partner at Cassells, Brock and Blackwell LLP and former Ministerial Special 
Representative to Canada on Métis Section 35 Rights; Jean Teillet, Senior Counsel at Pape Salter Teillet LLP; Ian Ketcheson, Director of 
Métis and Non-Status Indian Relations at Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada; and, Jason Madden, Partner at Pape Salter Teillet LLP.

  thomas isaac, a Partner at Cassells, Brock and 
Blackwell LLP and former Ministerial Special 
Representative to Canada on Métis Section 35 Rights.

  Métis lawyer Jean teillet, a Senior Counsel at Pape 
Salter Teillet LLP and recognized as one of the 
leading indigenous rights lawyers in Canada, served 
as the moderator during the symposium.

  Métis lawyer Jason Madden, a Partner at Pape 
Salter Teillet LLP, and recognized as one of the 
leading Indigenous rights lawyers in Canada.
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  The MNO Sudbury Métis Council joined Laurentian University’s McEwen School of 
Architecture to celebrate Métis culture as part of Riel Day. The day featured a flag 
raising ceremony, talks from several MNO citizens, and a tour of the construction 
of a birch bark canoe by MNO citizen Marcel Labelle. (Source: Twitter - @CTVtamara)

  The MNO Niagara Region Métis Council was joined by Alan Caslin, Regional 
Municipality of Niagara Chair, for a Métis flag raising ceremony. (source: Twitter @
ChairCaslin)

  Mayor Brian Bigger, City of Greater Sudbury, says he was “proud to fly the Métis flag at [Tom Davies Square] in honour of the contributions of Louis Riel to Métis people in 
Greater Sudbury and Canada.” (source: Twitter @BiggerSudbury)

  The Woods family had a great time at the annual Louis Riel Potluck dinner and 
community gathering, which was hosted by the MNO Midland office. On left 
(L-R) Tammy, Chris and Jerry. On right (L-R) Doug (family Elder), Sharon (Woods) 
Beauchamp and Francis Woods. 

Louis Riel Day 
events across 
the province

November 16th

To commemorate Louis Riel Day, MNO 
citizens and communities held events 
across the province to recognize the 

many contributions of the Métis to 
Canada, to celebrate Métis culture and 

to highlight Métis achievements.



November 16 Louis Riel Day
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  On the morning of November 16, 2016, MNO 
representatives including PCMNO members, 
several MNO Community Council Presidents, 
and Métis youth joined the MNO Toronto and 
York Region Métis Council and Toronto City 
Councilor Mike Layton for a Métis flag raising 
ceremony at Toronto City Hall.   
(Source: Toronto City Hall)

  The MNO Credit River Métis Council held a Louis Riel Day celebration and invited 
representatives from the Peel District School Board.    
(source: Twitter @MrsWilsoninPeel)

  Although the wind did 
not cooperate, Holy 
Cross Catholic Secondary 
School proudly flew the 
Métis flag in honour of 
Louis Riel Day.  (source: 
Twitter @HolyCrossPTBO)

  The Simcoe County District School Board had a wealth of Louis Riel resources 
available to promote learning about Métis people. (source: Twitter - @FNMI_SCDSB)

  The Durham District School Board was happy to welcome members of the MNO 
community for a special Métis flag raising ceremony as part of Louis Riel Day. (source: 
Twitter - @TLRichardReid)



If you are interested in being consulted or participating in this working group, 
please contact Todd Ross at toddr@metisnation.org or the MNO Toronto office at 416-977-9881
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NATION

The The Métis Nation of 
Ontario (MNO) is pleased 
to announce the estab-
lishment of a new Métis 

Family Wellbeing Program. The 
Métis Family Wellbeing Program is 
a new program aimed at supporting 
Healthy and Whole Métis Families. 

The Program is delivered by the 
Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) 
with support from Ontario’s Minis-
try of Children and Youth Services 
(MCYS). The program is an invest-
ment under Walking Together: 
Ontario’s Long-Term Strategy to 
End Violence Against Indigenous 
Women and the Ontario Indig-
enous Children and Youth Strategy. 
The program is intended to: sup-
port families to heal from the effects 
of intergenerational trauma; reduce 
violence; and address the over-rep-
resentation of Métis children and 
youth in child welfare and youth 
justice systems. The program will 
also support children, youth and 
their families with increased access 
to appropriate services.

The program is being delivered 
in all of the 29 MNO Community 
Council areas, which will expand 
the scope and reach of MNO 
programming to citizens across 
the province, including in under-
serviced areas. Recruitment for 

program coordinators began in 
October and ultimately 29 full-time 
Coordinators and 29 part-time Cul-
tural Coordinators and two Super-
visors will be delivering services to 
Métis children, youth, families and 
communities.

The Métis Family Wellbeing 

Program aims to prevent and dis-
rupt the cycle of violence against 
Métis women and to create resourc-
es to support children and youth 
affected by violence. Strengths-
based interventions are intended 
to reduce the need for children 
being taken into care by supporting 

families through the least disrup-
tive means possible. The program 
recognizes the inter-connection 
between reducing violence in fami-
lies and communities and improv-
ing child and youth outcomes over 
a lifetime.  

The provincial Family 

Wellbeing program is guided by 
the principle that improving out-
comes and opportunities for Métis, 
First Nations and Inuit children 
and youth requires fundamental 
systems change that enables Indig-
enous communities to take the lead 
in the design and delivery of effec-
tive, preventative and culture-based 
programs and services. 

This is an exciting opportunity 
to engage with Métis youth in the 
programming itself as well as all 
members of the extended Métis 
Nation of Ontario family!

by
MNO Staff

The MNO Métis 
Family Wellbeing 

program aims 
to disrupt and 

prevent the cycle 
of violence against 
Indigenous women 

by developing 
policies and 
resources to 

support children 
and youth affected 

by violence.”

Métis Nation of Ontario program to run across all Ontario Métis communities

Métis Family Wellbeing program 
launched througout province

Call for interest in MNo 
two-Spirited/LGBtQ working group

At the 2016 Annual General 
Assembly (AGA) in North Bay, a 
resolution was passed to establish 
a provincial Two-Spirited/Lesbian, 
Gay, Transgender, Bisexual, and  
Queer (LGTBQ) working group. 

The working group would be comprised of 
Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) citizens, with the 
support of the MNO public service, to assist in 
developing: Two-Spirited and LGTBQ cultural 
and wellness programming; the identification 
and advocacy of Two-Spirited and LGTBQ rights; 
and, consider the establishment of an MNO 
provincial representative body.
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  MNO Chair France Picotte speaks at the Great Lakes Public Forum on October 5, 2016.

  Alicia Blore (left), MNO Education Officer, and Joanna Burt (right), former MNO Summer 
Youth Cultural Program Lead, at the Forum.

F
rom October 4 to 6, 2016, 
the Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) took part in the Great 
Lakes Public Forum 2016: Cel-
ebrating Our Great Lakes (the 

Forum) in Toronto.
MNO Chair France Picotte and MNO 

Associate Director of Education and Way 
of Life Brian Tucker both spoke during 
the Forum. Alicia Blore, MNO Education 
Officer, and Joanna Burt, former MNO 
Summer Youth Cultural Program Lead, 
also attended the Forum and provided 
participants with information on Métis 
history and culture and MNO programs 
and services. Blore and Burt, along with 
MNO citizen Liam Blore, also entertained 
delegates with Métis fiddle music.

MNO Chair France Picotte was invit-
ed to appear on The Agenda with Steve 
Paikin to discuss Indigenous Peoples and 
the Great Lakes. The Agenda examined 
why Indigenous leaders and communi-
ties need to be involved in discussions 
about the Great Lakes. The program 
aired on TVO Thursday, October 6. The 
program can be accessed online at TVO’s 
website (www.tvo.org).

Of particular importance to the 
MNO, the Forum provided an opportu-
nity for the MNO to be a part of the dia-
logue on Great Lakes priorities and those 
important to Indigenous peoples.

The Métis Nation is intimately and 
inextricably connected to the waterways 
of the St. Lawrence and Great Lakes 
basin. Métis communities depend on the 

lands, waters and resources of their tra-
ditional territories for their well-being—
both physical and cultural. To this day, 
the regional rights-bearing Métis com-
munities in Ontario’s Great Lakes basin 
continue to exercise their Indigenous 
rights to harvest.

MNO communities throughout 
Ontario are concerned about the poten-
tial environmental damage caused by 
industries, such as mining and forestry, 
and their negative effects on the environ-
ment including of course the Great Lakes.

The Métis Nation is also concerned 
about the impact of climate change on 
the Great Lakes including, for exam-
ple, the increased water temperatures, 
increased rainfall and resulting increased 
surface runoff of chemicals into the Great 
Lakes.

The MNO is working closely with the 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment and 
Climate Change and the federal govern-
ment, particularly Environment and Cli-
mate Change Canada, on climate change 
initiatives in order to enlighten MNO 
citizens and communities about the 
impacts of climate change on the unique 
Métis way of life.

The MNO is also working closely with 
the Ontario and federal governments to 
implement the Great Lakes Water Qual-
ity Agreement. As a result of our engage-
ment with the Crown in 2011, the Métis 
are now represented on the Great Lakes 
Water Quality Board and the Great Lakes 
Executive Committee. 

MNo takes part 
in Great Lakes 
Public Forum
by MNO Staff

   MMF President David Chartrand (front – left) signs the historic Framework Agreement with the 
Federal Government while the Honourable Carolyn Bennett, Minister of Indigenous and Northern 
Affairs (front-centre); and Clément Chartier, Métis National Council President (Front right) and other 
MMF and Federal Government officials witness.

On November 15, 2016, 
the Honourable Caro-
lyn Bennett, Minis-
ter of Indigenous and 

Northern Affairs, and David Char-
trand, President of the Manitoba 
Metis Federation, signed a historic 
Framework Agreement that marks 
an important step to advancing 
reconciliation and charting a path 
together toward a shared prosper-
ous future. 

“We are pleased our new fed-
eral government and the Prime 
Minister are keeping the promises 
made to settle this claim and are 
expediting the process through the 
signing of this historic Framework 
Agreement that will lead to a mod-
ern day treaty between Canada and 
the Manitoba Métis,” said President 
Chartrand.

The jointly developed Frame-
work Agreement sets out a pro-
cess to begin formal reconciliation 
negotiations. These talks are about 
working together to address the 
outstanding issues raised in the 
2013 Manitoba Metis Federation Inc. 

v. Canada decision of the Supreme 
Court of Canada.

“We are coming together at 
the negotiating table in a spirit of 
renewal,” said Minister Bennett. 
“This is a truly historic undertaking 

and we are firmly committed to 
working in partnership to reach 
a balanced solution that advanc-
es reconciliation for everyone’s 
benefit.”

While the Framework Agree-
ment is a key milestone, much 
work remains to be done. Canada 
and the Manitoba Metis Federation 

will work together in partnership 
to develop solutions that respect 
the rights of all concerned and 
promote a lasting and meaningful 
reconciliation for the benefit of the 
Manitoba Métis community and all 
Canadians.

“This is a very exciting moment 
for Manitoba’s Métis – Canada’s 

negotiating partner in Confed-
eration and the founders of Mani-
toba,” said President Chartrand. 
“After many long years of struggle, 
our partner has returned to the 
negotiating table to settle the long 
outstanding claim of Manitoba’s 
Métis in a spirit of renewal and rec-
onciliation.” 

We are pleased 
our new federal 
government 
and the Prime 
Minister are 
keeping the 
promises made 
to settle this 
claim”
–  David Chartrand, President, 

Manitoba Metis Federation

Adapted from a news release that appeared at news.gc.ca

the road to reconciliation
Canada and Manitoba Metis Federation sign historic Framework Agreement



Sisters in Spirit Vigil Day is held every 
October 4 to honour the lives of missing 
and murdered Indigenous women and 

girls and support families who have been tragi-
cally touched by the loss of a loved one to vio-
lence. The Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) sup-
ports this movement and held Sisters in Spirit 
Vigils in Métis communities across Ontario.

This year was of special significance as the 
National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls was launched in 

September. The MNO is committed to ensure 
that Métis families and voices are present at all 
stages of the Inquiry and is seeking supports 
from governments to that end.

If you know of a Métis family who has been 
impacted by violence, please consider reach-
ing out to them to let them know that they are 
loved and valued. You can also share with them 
that the MNO delivers programs and services 
that provide peer supports to individuals and 
families impacted by violence. These services 

can be accessed through our offices. 
 Our Métis Nation is strong, vibrant and 

resilient and I am pleased to see our commu-
nities coming together to honour the lives we 
have lost and to provide our sincere support to 
the families left behind. 

M. Margaret Froh
President, Métis Nation of Ontario 

Sisters in Spirit Vigil Day
This message was issued on October 4, 2016, by MNO President Margaret Froh.
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  (L-R) Jennifer Lord (MNO Manager of Strategic Initiatives), Cora Bunn (WSMNO Representative), 
Sharon Cadeau (WSMNO Spokesperson), Pearl Gabona (WSMNO Representative and Commissioner 
on the MNO Commission on Métis Rights and Self-Government), Suzanne Jackson (WSMNO 
Representative), and Joan Riggs (Facilitator).

  (L-R) The Honourable Carolyn Bennett,Minister of Indigenous 
and Northern Affairs; Bill Morrison, MNO CRMC Senator; Peter 
Schuler, First Nations Elder; Naulaq LeDrew, Inuit Elder; and, the 
Honourable Chrystia Freeland, Minister of International Trade.

From October 22-23, 2016, 
the Women’s Secretariat of 
the Métis Nation of Ontario 

(WSMNO) gathered in Toronto for 
a meeting. The main objectives of 
the meeting were to discuss the 
governance structure and strategic 
plan of the WSMNO.

The meeting was facilitated by 
Joan Riggs—a founding partner 
of Catalyst Research and Commu-
nications. For 27 years, she has 
worked with the non-profit sector 

and all levels of government, to 
support their work in policy 
development, strategic planning, 
organizational development and 
in building partnerships and col-
laborations. She also has extensive 
experience working with Aborigi-
nal organizations.

The first day of the meeting 
was spent discussing where the 
WSMNO fits into the structure 
and prime purpose of the MNO. 
WSMNO members explored their 
history, contextualized their work 
and brainstormed a vision for 
moving forward.

On day two, key opportuni-
ties were discussed, such as the 
National Inquiry on Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, 
as well as strategic directions for 
the first of their two-year strate-
gic plan. The governance structure 
of Women’s Secretariat was also 
examined in thorough detail. 

The opening and closing 
prayer was provided by Elder 
Pearl Gabona, WSMNO Represen-
tative and a Commissioner on the 
Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) 
Commission on Métis Rights and 
Self-Government. 

by
MNO Staff

Women’s Secretariat of 
Métis Nation of ontario 
gather in toronto

On September 9, 2016, Bill 
Morrison, Métis Nation 
of Ontario (MNO) Cred-

it River Métis Council (CRMC) 
Senator, attended the Progressive 
Trade conference in Toronto. The 
conference was aimed at growing 
federal-Indigenous relations on 
international trade and investment 
initiatives. 

The conference allowed the 
opportunity for federal ministers, 
including the Honourable Chrys-
tia Freeland, P.C., M.P., Minister of 
International Trade, and the Hon-
ourable Carolyn Bennett, M.D., 
P.C., M.P., Minister of Indigenous 
and Northern Affairs, to meet with 
national Indigenous organizations, 
modern treaty signatories and 

Indigenous business and academic 
communities to discuss trade topics.

MNO Senator Morrison was 
one of many participants invited 
to share their views on trade agree-
ments such as the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) and the Canada-
European Union Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement. 

“Today’s discussions with 
Indigenous leaders highlight our 
government’s commitment to a 
whole-of-government approach to 
building a nation-to-nation rela-
tionship with Indigenous peoples 
in Canada,” said Minister Bennett. 
“We took a step forward by find-
ing ways that Indigenous people 
can play a role in shaping Canada’s 
international trade.” 

submitted by
Joanne Meyer, MNO Director of Intergovernmental Relations
with files from news.gc.ca

MNo Senator speaks 
at trade event
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  PCMNO Executive Senator Joe Poitras stands with the Infinity 
Investments LP Board of Directors. (L-R) Lindsay Boyd, Director 
of Aboriginal and Municipal Affairs, Union Gas Limited; Joe 
Poitras, PCMNO Executive Senator; Brenda LaRose, Managing 
Partner, Higgins Executive Search; Scott Patles-Richardson, 
CEO, Infinity Investments LP; Dr. Fred Lazare, Associate 
Professor, Department of Economics, Faculty of Liberal Arts 
and Professional Studies, and Schulich School of Business.

  Former MNO Senator Bob McKay (right) is awarded the Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) Suzanne Rochon-Burnett Volunteer of 
the Year Award at the 2014 MNO Annual General Assembly by 
former MNO President Gary Lipinski (left).

  (L-R) Bernie Hughes, Director of Aboriginal Affairs Branch, Ministry of Northern Development and 
Mines; Joanne Meyer, MNO Director of Intergovernmental Relations; Maria Vandenbrand, MNO 
Citizen, Métis Youth Panel Moderator and Driller at New Gold; Chris Reeves, Business Development 
Manager at New Gold; Theresa Stenlund, PCMNO Region 1 Councilor; and, James Comegan, Big 
Grassy First Nation Councilor.

On September 16, 2016, 
PCMNO Executive Sena-
tor Joseph Poitras was 

invited to give the opening prayer 
at an Infinity Investments LP 
Board of Directors meeting. Exec-
utive Senator Poitras also present-
ed each member of the Board with 
a Métis lapel sash and pin. 

In August 2013, the Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) Annual 

General Assembly unanimously 
passed the MNO Prosperity and 
Self-Sufficiency Law, which man-
dated the MNO to create Infinity 
Investments LP as an independent 
and arms-length corporate struc-
ture to pursue business and eco-
nomic development opportunities 
on behalf of Ontario Métis at the 
provincial, regional and local lev-
els. 

submitted by
Joanne Meyer, MNO Director of Intergovernmental Relations

PCMNo executive Senator 
Joseph Poitras says 
opening prayer at Infinity 
investments LP meeting

Hello Senators,
This is to send thanks for all the 

friendship, laughter, good times and dis-
cussions we have had over the last twenty 
years. We are grateful for all the friends 
we have made and especially thank you 
for your prayers and cards since my ill-
ness prevented me from joining you last 
year. I particularly enjoyed the Get Well 
Card that everyone signed at the last Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) Annual General 
Assembly (AGA). It brought back so many 
good memories. We were always treated as 
family and welcomed with open arms and 
we miss that that so much. 

Special thanks to Reta Gordon for all 
her guidance and wisdom over the years. 
To the MNO staff for all their help and 
hard work. Thank you to Senator Rene 
Gravelle for taking the time for a personal 
visit and the many others who telephoned 
to wish me well. I was also honoured by a 
visit from Mitch Case, Margaret Froh, Gary 
Lipinski, Tim Pile, Cam Burgess and Ken 
Simard. Janine Landry has also stopped by 
several times for a quick visit and to see 
how I am doing.

I would like at this time to tell you 
that I have been struck down (literally) 
by ALS or Lou Gehrig’s Disease and so I 
would urge you to consider supporting 
research into this disease. I am fortunate 
that I do not suffer any pain, but most of 
my energy is used just to breathe. I am 
able to walk with a walker, but unable to 
leave the house and I cannot play my gui-
tar anymore. But life is good and Gloria is 
doing a good job of looking after me and 
my needs. 

In closing, with tears in my eyes, I ask 
the Creator to bless you all with happi-
ness, health and prosperity.

— Former MNO Senator Bob 
& Gloria McKay

P.S.: One of my favourite Proverbs (espe-
cially for the youth):

A vision without a plan is just a dream.
A plan without a vision is just a drudgery.

But a vision with a plan can change the world.

Former Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) Senator Bob McKay was an active MNO Senator for a number of years. 
For those who did not get to meet him personally, Bob has a real presence and a quiet, dignified, and courteous 
demeanor. He also has a great sense of humour. He usually introduced himself as Brad Pitt. 

Bob was always willing to give a leg-up to anyone who needed or asked for help; there are many examples of 
him doing so. One example that I know of first hand, is that when I got elected to PCMNO, he gave me copies of 
his prayers because he knew I would need them. 

He served both the MNO and the MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council very well. He was presented the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal by former MNO President Gary Lipinski. Below is a letter from Bob to all 
members of the MNO community:

Senator Bob sends his thanks
submitted by Joseph Poitras, PCMNO Executive Senator

If you are interested in supporting ALS research in honour 
of Senator Bob, donations can be made online at als.ca/en/
donate or by mail, phone, or fax:

ALS Society of Canada
3000 Steeles Avenue East, Ste 200
Markham, ON, L3R 4T9
Ph: 905-248-2052 ext. 203
Ph: 1-800-267-4ALS (4257)

On November 7, 2016, Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) 
President Margaret Froh 

was among MNO representatives 
who attended the 24th Annual 
Canadian Aboriginal Minerals Asso-
ciation (CAMA) conference in Otta-
wa. Also in attendance was Theresa 
Stenlund, PCMNO Region 1 Coun-
cilor; Ernie Gatien, PCMNO Region 
4 Councilor; Joanne Meyer, MNO 
Director of Intergovernmental Rela-
tions; and Jason Madden, MNO 
legal counsel. 

CAMA was founded in 1991 
with the help of Aboriginal com-
munities, mining industry and 

several financial, consulting and 
legal groups throughout Cana-
da. One of their key objectives 
is to bring Aboriginal communi-
ties together so that they can learn 
from each other. The focus of this 
year’s conference was: Embracing the 
Past. Mining the Present. A Rewarding 
Future, where they aimed to help the 
youth, inform industry and govern-
ments, and bring the past forward to 
teach future generations and ensure 
their futures. 

President Froh was invited to 
participate in an Aboriginal Leader-
ship Armchair Panel in which they 
discussed the direction, commu-
nity needs and Aboriginal laws that 
should be understood when manag-
ing mineral exploration and discov-
eries on Aboriginal lands. The Panel 
also discussed how to proceed with 

projects regardless of the Mining Act 
and other legislation, and how the 
mining industry gets involved and 
complies with Indigenous laws. 

MNO youth were also represent-
ed at the conference by MNO citizen 
Maria Vandenbrand, who works as 
a driller for the New Gold mining 
company, moderated a Youth Panel 
in which MNO citizen Eric Gosse-
lin served as a Métis representative. 
Gosselin works for Detour Gold as a 
Mechanics Helper. 

MNO legal counsel Jason Mad-
den led a session on Understanding 
the Supreme Court of Canada’s Deci-
sion in the Daniels Case, as well as 
a session on the Ministerial Special 
Representative Report on Métis Rights: 
Implications for the Resource Develop-
ment Industry. 

submitted by
Joanne Meyer, MNO Director of 
Intergovernmental Relations

MNo representatives take 
part in CAMA conference
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COMMUNITY

  (L-R) Phil Prentiss (MNO Historic Sault Ste. Marie Métis Council [HSSMMC] Councilor), Mitch Case 
(MNO Youth Council President and PCMNO Youth Representative), Art Bennett (Region 4 Captain of 
the Hunt), John Konawalchuk (MNO HSSMMC Chair), Shari Smale (MNO HSSMMC Treasurer), Steve 
Gjos (MNO HSSMMC Secretary), Dianne Beaudry (MNO HSSMMC Councilor), Ken Figures (MNO 
citizen), Brenda Powley (MNO HSSMMC Senator), Kim Powley (MNO HSSMMC President), Shirley 
Loubert (MNO HSSMMC Women’s Representative), Virginia Rydal (MNO citizen), Ken Smale (MNO 
HSSMMC Councilor), Margaret Froh (MNO President).

  The MNO Ottawa Region Métis Council: (L-R) Iain Best (Youth Representative), Marie-
Louise Perron (Councilor), Benny Michaud (President), Parm Burgie (Senator), Amanda 
Kisch (Women’s Representative) and Tony Belcourt (Councilor and founding MNO 
President). (Photo provided by Jennifer Lord, MNO Manager of Strategic Initiatives.)

On September 19, 2016, the 
Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Ottawa Region Métis 
Council (ORMC) held a Pow-

ley Day celebration at the Odawa Native 
Friendship Centre. The event was well 
attended with around 30 people and in-
cluded featured guest speaker Tony Bel-
court, founding MNO President and 
current MNO ORMC Councilor, former 
MNO Senator Lois McCallum and Hon-
ourary MNO Senator Reta Gordon. Bel-
court, McCallum and Senator Gordon 
were all present at the MNO founding 
meeting held in Toronto in May 1994.

The event began with opening 
remarks from MNO ORMC President 
Benny Michaud. Belcourt was then invit-
ed to discuss the significance of the Pow-
ley Decision and the legacy of Steve Pow-
ley. Entertainment was provided by Métis 
youth Jacob Koebel who performed a 
Métis jig. Other activities included a view-
ing of the MNO 20th anniversary video, 
various arts and crafts for children, and 

a sharing of food and great discussion 
where individuals were able to come 
together as a Métis community. President 
Michaud also took this opportunity to lay 
out the Council’s vision for the following 
year.

“Powley Day is an important day 
for Métis people because it gives us an 
opportunity to celebrate the recogni-
tion of our right to hunt and fish in our 
traditional territories, “said President 
Michaud. “Sometimes people forget that 
what the Powley Decision represents is 
how fundamental Métis people’s connec-
tion to the land is. We were not just fight-
ing for hunting and fishing rights, but 
also to have our traditional relationship 
to the land acknowledged and respected.” 

Every year on September 19th, the 
MNO and Métis communities across the 
province mark Powley Day to remember 
the decade long fight led by the MNO 
with Steve and Roddy Powley for recog-
nition of Métis harvesting rights in the R. 
v. Powley case. 

submitted by
Reta Gordon, MNO Honourary Senator
Benny Michaud, MNO Ottawa Region Métis Council President

MNO COMMuNiTy COuNCilS CelebRaTe POwley Day

On September 19, 2016, the 
Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Historic Sault Ste. 

Marie Métis Council (HSSMMC) 
celebrated Powley Day with a 
sunrise ceremony at Algoma Uni-
versity. The ceremony was fol-
lowed by a feast at Grand Gardens 
North.

Every year on September 19th, 
the MNO and Métis communities 
across the province mark Powley 

Day to remember the decade long 
fight led by the MNO with Steve 
and Roddy Powley for recognition 
of Métis harvesting rights in the R. 
v. Powley case.

The gathering included special 
guests: Brenda Powley, the wife of 
the late Steve Powley and MNO 
HSSMMC Senator; Kim Powley, the 
daughter of the late Steve Powley 
and HSSMMC President; and, Mar-
garet Froh, MNO President. 

submitted by
Steve Gjos, Secretary
MNO Historic Sault Ste. Marie Métis Council

Powley Day in 
Sault Ste. 
Marie

Powley Day 
in ottawa
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On September 17, 2016, 
the Métis Nation of On-
tario (MNO) Peterborough 

and District Wapiti Métis Council 
(PDWMC) hosted a Renewable En-
ergy 101 Workshop. The workshop 
was led by TREC Education—a na-
tional charity that delivers hands-

on renewable energy education 
programs to schools and commu-
nities across Ontario. TREC Edu-
cation also works with Métis, First 
Nations and Inuit communities 
to develop tailored education and 
skills buildings programs for re-
newable energy career exploration 
and project development. 

The interactive workshop pro-
vided an overview of Ontario’s 
electricity sector, renewable energy 
technology, environmental consid-
erations of our energy choices, and 

future trends in the energy sector. 
The workshop was very hands-
on and provided participants the 
opportunity to work with and cre-
ate their own model-sized wind 
and solar systems.

Along with the MNO PDWMC, 
MNO citizens from the Niagara 
region, Highland Waters, Oshawa 
and Durham, and Credit River 
Métis Councils also attended this 
workshop. The MNO PDWMC 
would like to thank everyone for 
another successful event! 

MNo Council hosts Renewable 
energy 101 Workshop
submitted by
Christa Lemelin,
MNO Peterborough & District 
Wapiti Métis Council Chair

  MNO Community Council members with TREC Education Programs Manager. (L-R): Kevin Henry 
(Oshawa, Chair); Christa Lemelin (Peterborough, Chair); Barbara Card (Peterborough, Councilor); 
Leah Brown (Niagara, Secretary/Treasurer); Scott Lloyd (Highland Waters, President); Candace Lloyd 
(Highland Waters, Secretary/Treasurer); Luke Thompson (Peterborough, Councilor); Taryn Blackstock 
(Peterborough, Women’s Representative); Andy Dufrane (Peterborough, President); Claire Kearns 
(Oshawa, Women’s Representative); Cecile Wagar (Oshawa, Senator); Karen Derocher (Credit 
River, President); Derrick Pont (Niagara, President) and, Abasi Sanders (TREC Education, Programs 
Manager).

This past summer, the Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) 
Credit River Métis Coun-

cil (CRMC) hosted a drum mak-
ing workshop in Brampton led by 
MNO citizen Leon Fleury. Fleury 
is a natural story teller who, aided 
by his lovely wife Margaret, en-

lightened and entertained all of the 
participants with personal and his-
torical stories about drumming and 
drum making.

Fleury provided participants 
with the necessary materials to make 
their very own drums, including 
a deer skin he ensured had been 
soaked before the workshop. The 
workshop was limited to 10 peo-
ple to allow for sufficient one-on-
one time. Fleury was very patient 
throughout the workshop and 
provided participants with a lot of 

guidance during the drum making 
process.

As the workshop came to a 
close, participants labelled their 
drums and brought them home 
where they could continue to dry 
and tighten. About two weeks after 
the workshop, all of the partici-
pants gathered at a MNO CRMC 
meeting for a ”birthing” of the 
drums. This gathering was filled 
with fun, laughing, sharing of sto-
ries, drumming, singing, and a lot 
of smiling faces! 

submitted by
Wayne Copeland
MNO Credit River Métis Council 
Councilor

MNo Council hosts 
drum-making workshop

  The MNO Credit River Métis Council and workshop participants show off their drums.

Members of the Métis 
Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) public ser-
vice working out of 

the Fort Frances office hosted a 
variety of Métis cultural events 
over the summer months includ-
ing: berry harvesting, Kids in the 
Kitchen workshop, Métis cultural 
appreciation presentations, as well 
as workshops on dot art and bead-
ing. These events engaged both 
the young and old and provided 
an opportunity for the community 
to learn more about Métis people 
and their history as well as en-
gage in Métis traditions and way 
of life.

The first beading workshop 
kicked off in July and was held at 
the Sunset Country Métis Com-
munity Hall. All of the supplies 
were graciously provided for 
participants. Additional beading 
workshops were planned every 
month from August until Novem-
ber at the Fort Frances Museum. 
The workshop in July focused 
on flower beading and provided 
beginners the opportunity to 
learn the traditional Métis activ-
ity. It also encouraged the more 
experienced Métis beaders an 

opportunity to share their knowl-
edge with the group. 

During the workshop, MNO 
staff shared the history of the 
Flower Beadwork People and 
introduced the Five Petal Rose, 
which was created in honour of 
Métis women and our ancestors. 
The workshop also provided an 
opportunity for participants to 
meet new people within their 
Métis community.

The workshop was led by 
experienced Métis beaders Doro-
thy Friday, Traditional Healing 
Coordinator at Gizhewaadiziwin 
Health Access Centre, and Dylinda 
George. Throughout the work-
shop, participants were invited to 
check out a display that was put 
together, which featured some of 
their completed beading projects.

MNO staff would like to thank 
the MNO Sunset Country Métis 
Council, Gizhewaadiziwin Health 
Access Centre, and Sherry George, 
Curator at the Fort Frances Muse-
um, for their support and partner-
ships that led to the success of the 
beading workshop and other Métis 
cultural activities. 

submitted by
Anne-Marie Armstrong
MNO Métis Healthy Babies Healthy Children Coordinator

Métis culture 
alive and well in 
Sunset Country

  Workshop participants take part in a Métis beading workshop 
in Fort Frances. (L-R) Millie Witherspoon (MNO citizen), Gloria 
Bergner, Donna Law, Yvonne Langlais (MNO citizen), and Sarah 
Noonan-Faragher.
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The Métis Nation of Ontar-
io (MNO) Thunder Bay 
Métis Council (TBMC) 
held their Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) on Sunday, Sep-
tember 25, 2016. The MNO TBMC 
was thrilled that the President of 
the “Great Métis Nation of Ontario” 
Margaret Froh was able to attend 
the meeting. The AGM was very 
well attended and included several 
dignitaries such as, the Honour-
able Patty Hajdu, Minister of Sta-
tus of Women and MP for Thunder 
Bay–Superior North, and Rebeccah 
Johnson, Councilor At Large, who 
brought greetings on behalf of the 
Mayor of Thunder Bay. 

The meeting was emceed by 
the new MNO TBMC Chair Rob-
ert Graham. After Chair Graham 
has officially opened the meeting, 
MNO TBMC Senator Ken Simard 
led citizens in an opening prayer.

MNO TBMC President Jean 
Camirand then introduced the new 

Council—Chair Graham, Coun-
cilor At Large Karen Drake, Wom-
en’s Representative Lori LaForme, 
Secretary Angela Brotchie, Sena-
tor Simard and Youth Representa-
tive Gwendalyn Gomez. President 
Camirand reminded guests that 
there are three vacant positions on 
the Council and encouraged any 
interested MNO citizens to consid-
er joining the Council.

PCMNO Region 2 Councilor 
Cameron Burgess presented a brief 
update about the consultation and 
accommodation issues. Paul Rob-
itaille, MNO Region 2 Youth Repre-
sentative, also provided an update 
on what youth in Region 2 have 
been up to. 

President Camirand, with the 
assistance of President Froh, pre-
sented Minister Hajdu with an 
Honouring our Métis women 
shawl for her role in the commis-
sioning of the Inquiry into Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Woman 
and Girls and for her ongoing lead-
ership role in championing wom-
en’s issues. President Froh spoke 
to the meaning of the shawl and its 
various colours. Accompanying the 
shawl, was a small Métis sash and 

medallion honouring Métis and 
Indigenous women.

President Froh then brought 
local citizens up to date on a num-
ber of important issues to the MNO 
including: the Daniels case, Truth 
and Reconciliation, harvesting 
concerns and the recently formed 
MNO Commission on Métis 
Rights and Self-Government (the 
Commission). 

“With two of our very own 
chosen to be Commissioners on 
the Commission—Drake and Rob-
itaille—Thunder Bay and Region 
2 are sure to be well represented,” 
said President Camirand.

During the meeting, a special 
book of prayers made by Represen-
tative LaForme in honour of former 
Senator Bob “Brad Pitt” McKay was 
passed around for guests to sign 
with their well wishes. Unfortu-
nately, past Senator McKay’s health 
is in decline and he can no lon-
ger sit on the MNO TBMC. His 
humour, guidance, wisdom and 
mentoring to all Council mem-
bers, especially the youth, is sorely 
missed.

Wendy Landry, former MNO 
TBMC President and recipient of 

an Honouring our Métis women 
shawl, also presented MNO citi-
zens with information regarding 
the Energy Savings program just 
announced by Union Gas. 

The last item on the agenda was 
the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between the 
MNO TBMC and Taranis Contract-
ing Group Ltd. (Taranis). The sig-
natories for the MOU were: Ryan 
Jones, Taranis President and Gen-
eral Manager; Jerry Hamel, Taranis 
Business Development and Aborig-
inal Relations; President Camirand; 
and, Councilor Burgess.

The AGM was followed by a 

fantastic traditional Métis feast and 
was accompanied by some amazing 
music provided by three very tal-
ented local youth. Throughout the 
celebration, Secretary Brotchie was 
tasked with ensuring the enthusi-
asm and energy of the day was well 
documented on camera. “’Selfies’ 
were very much a part of the activi-
ties going on,” she said.

Although the weather did not 
cooperate, the Council was pleased 
with a turnout of over 50 MNO 
citizens who braved the rain and 
winds to attend! It is not a stretch 
to say that the 2016 MNO TBMC 
AGM was a huge success! 

submitted by
Jean Camirand, President
MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council With two of our very own chosen 

to be Commissioners on the [MNO 
Commission on Métis Rights and Self-
Government]—Drake and Robitaille—
Thunder Bay and Region 2 are sure to be 
well represented.” 

– Jean Camirand
    MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council President

MNo thunder Bay Métis Council 
holds 2016 Annual General Meeting

  The MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council with guests: (L-R) Karen Drake (Councilor At Large and Commissioner on the MNO Commission on Métis Rights and Self-
Government), Frank Pullia (Thunder Bay City Councilor), Ken Simard (Senator), Jean Camirand (President), Margaret Froh (MNO President), Gwendalyn Lloyd-Gomez 
(Youth Representative), Angela Brotchie (Secretary), Cam Burgess (PCMNO Region 2 Councilor), Lori LaForme (Women’s Representative), Robert Graham (Chair), Paul Pugh 
(Thunder Bay City Councilor), and Paul Robitaille (MNO Region 2 Youth Representative Commissioner on the MNO Commission on Métis Rights and Self-Government).

On September 17-18, 2016, 
the Métis Nation of Ontar-
io (MNO) collaborated 

with the Fort Frances Museum and 
Gizhewaadiziwin Health Access 
Centre to host a Stress Manage-
ment Workshop.

The workshop was facilitated 
by Nancy Gouliquer and took 
place at the Fort Frances museum. 
Participants spent the weekend 
sharing stress management tech-
niques while making their own 
capotes out of vintage wool blan-
kets. Lunch and refreshments were 
enjoyed by all on both days.

“I loved the traditional stories 
that the facilitator Nancy Gouli-
quer told us as she was teaching 
us how to make our capotes,” said 

Sarah Marusyk, MNO Commu-
nity Wellness Coordinator. “Not 
only does she have the practical 
knowledge of putting the capotes 
together, but she also has the cul-
tural teachings that I find fascinat-
ing.” 

submitted by
Sabrina Stoessinger
MNO Community Support Services 
Coordinator

MNo citizens learn to make wool 
capotes in Fort Frances

  Sue Vandenbrand works on her capote during the workshop.
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On October 6, 2016, the Métis Nation 
of Ontario (MNO) Peterborough 
and District Wapiti Métis Council 

(PDWMC) visited the Battle Arts Academy 
in Mississauga—a state of the art human 
performance facility. The facility is owned by 
Anthony Carelli, MNO citizen and former 
WWE Wrestler who is also known as Super 
Star Santino Marella.

The facility is committed to the healthy 
development of athletes and offers pro wres-
tling and various fitness services, such as 
cardio kickboxing, lead and fit camps, ket-
tlebells and boxing, Muay Thai and more! 

Carelli gave the MNO PDWMC a per-
sonal tour of the facility where they were 
able to watch several athletes training. At 
the end of the tour, the MNO PDWMC pre-
sented Carelli with a Métis sash and flag. He 
said he will proudly display the Métis flag 
in his facility for everyone to see. The MNO 
PDWMC would like to thank Carelli for 
hosting them on this special visit! 

submitted by
Christa Lemelin, MNO Peterborough & 
District Wapiti Métis Council Chair

MNo Council 
invited to 
tour of  
Battle Arts 
Academy

(L-R) Luke Thompson (MNO 
Peterborough and District Wapiti 
Métis Council [PDWMC] Councilor), 
Anthony Carelli (MNO citizen and 
former WWE Wrestler), Hannah 
Lemelin (MNO citizen) and Christa 
Lemelin (MNO PDWMC Chair).

On October 15, 2016, the Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) North 
Channel Métis Council (NCMC) 
held their Annual General Meet-

ing at the Little Rapids Heritage Centre near 
Thessalon. MNO NCMC President Yvonne 
Jensen called the group to order and, fol-
lowing an opening prayer, presented the 
Council, introduced her guests (the MNO 
Historic Sault Ste. Marie Métis Council 
Executive), and welcomed roughly 53 citi-
zens to the gathering.

Following lunch, the financial report 
was presented. President Jensen then 
reminded MNO citizens that they may con-
tact any member of the Council if they have 
a question or a problem and the Council 
will do their best to find an answer.

President Jensen also informed MNO 
citizens that the MNO is in the process of 
establishing a new program called the Métis 
Family Well-Being Program. There will be 
staff for the program within the area of the 
Council and as a result, the MNO will be 
opening a new office in the area soon. She 
encouraged anyone who is interested in the 
program to apply for the full and part-time 
coordinator positions.

Provisional Council of the Métis Nation 
of Ontario (PCMNO) Representative Ernie 
Gatien next took the floor and made a 
number of significant points. He stated the 
importance of informing Region 4 Captain 
of the Hunt Art Bennett, if any MNO citi-
zens have the validity of their harvesting 

cards called into question or if they take a 
moose while hunting. He also explained the 
workings of the Consultation Committee, 
outlined the purpose of the Impact Bene-
fit Agreement (IBA), and fielded questions 
about MNO policies and procedures.

The next presenter was MNO Commu-
nity Wellness Coordinator Toby Pickering, 
who went over some of the services that 
the MNO offers, all of which are available 
free of cost. These include credit counsel-
ing; finding a lawyer; help with family vio-
lence; healthy babies and parenting skills; 
and programs for seniors. 

The final presentation, made by the 
MNO Veterans’ Council, was especially 

gratifying. The council presented MNO vet-
erans Cynthia Forrest and Dorothy East-
man, who are also sisters and MNO citizens, 
with Louis Riel medals and certificates. For-
rest and Eastman’s other sister, June Smart, 
is currently the MNO NCMC Women’s Rep-
resentative. Smart extended her thanks to 
MNO Veterans’ Council President Joseph 
Paquette for ensuring her sisters could be 
presented with such an honour. “Thank you 
Joseph for taking care of all the administra-
tive requirements in order to have the med-
als presented to my sisters,” she said.

The AGM closed at 2:30 p.m., but not 
before a few lucky winners picked up their 
door prizes. 

submitted by
Blair Sterling,
MNO North Channel Métis Council 
Senator

with files from 
Joseph Paquette, 
MNO Veterans’ Council President

MNo North Channel Métis 
Council holds AGM

  MNO North Channel Métis Council President Yvonne Jensen (centre) 
congratulates MNO veterans Cynthia Forrest (left) and Dorothy Eastman (right) 
after they receive Louis Riel awards.

From October 5 to 6, 2016, nearly 400 
students from 11 different schools and 
programs in the Rainy River District 

piled into school buses to attend the 2016 
Métis Fall Harvest Celebration. The event 
took place along the shores of Rainy Lake on 
Couchiching First Nation at the Seven Gen-
erations Education Institute. 

Twelve stations dotted the grounds, offer-
ing students the opportunity to learn about 
treaties, wild rice parching, dancing, deer 
teachings, storytelling, the drum and much 
more! 

“The Fall Harvest increases our commu-
nity’s ability to create and promote safe, cul-
turally significant environments by providing 
folks with access to traditional knowledge, 
skills and knowledge holders,” said Sarah 
Marusyk, Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) 
Community Wellness Coordinator.

MNO staff members—Anne-Marie Arm-
strong (MNO Métis Healthy Babies Healthy 
Children Coordinator) and Marusyk along 
with their tremendous volunteers Senator 
John George with the MNO Sunset Coun-
try Métis Council, Dylinda George, Debbie 
Hebert, and Gloria Bergner—taught stu-
dents about the traditional diets of our Métis 
ancestors. Students then had the opportunity 
to make their own bannock on a stick and 
cooked it on an open flame—a welcomed 
activity on a cool, fall day! 

Once their bellies were full of bannock 
and jam, Senator George taught the students 
how to play the spoons. Students then got 
their feet moving as they learned the basic 
jigging step followed by joining hands in the 
Virginia Reel. Paired with a teaching on Métis 
culture, the jigging station was a hit with 
both the young and old!

“Our stations were engaging and hands-
on,” said Armstrong. “They provided stu-
dents and adults with a unique opportunity 
to learn about the culture, ask questions, and 
have a lot of fun!” 

submitted by
Sarah Marusyk, 
MNO Community Wellness Coordinator

MNo staff 
teach students 
in Rainy River 
about Métis 
culture

  Students celebrate Métis culture by 
dancing the Virginia Reel.
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  A freshly killed moose 
is packed into a canoe 
and is ready for the 
voyage home.

M
y grandfather used to say 
that to be a successful big 
game hunter you have to 
have hunting luck; with-
out luck, you will not see 

even a single hair of an animal no mat-
ter how much skill you have. To increase 
your hunting luck, you must always treat 
the animals you harvest with respect and 
never waste any of the meat. Never dis-
card any part of an animal in a dump. I 
get very angry when I see moose heads and 
legs in a dump that are thrown there like 
garbage by non-native hunters. Animal re-
mains should be returned to the land for 
other animals to use. By sharing your har-
vest with those who cannot hunt, you will 
also increase your chances of killing game. 
These are the rules my family and I have 
always followed.

There are two times to hunt moose 
during the year: the early fall season dur-
ing the moose mating season and when 
rut is on, or during the less popular winter 
season. Before deep freezers, moose used 
to only be hunted in the winter. At that 
time, if a moose did happen to be killed 
in warm weather, all the meat would have 

been bottled in mason jars in order to pre-
serve it. 

My father tells a story of his grandfa-
ther who killed four moose in January 
on his trap line with a single shot shot-
gun and cut shells. The meat was hauled 
back to town on toboggans and distribut-
ed amongst the residents of Lower Town. 
Lower Town was an area in my home town 
primarily inhabited by non-status Indi-
ans and Métis people; it was a community 
within a community.

This year’s moose 
hunting plan was the 
same as in years past. 
I would float or pad-
dle down some of the 
major rivers on my trap 
line calling for moose 
with a traditional birch 
bark moose call. If I 
received an answer from 
a bull moose, I would 
try to coax him out 
of the bush by break-
ing branches, splashing 
in the water or scrap-
ing trees with a moose 
shoulder blade, which 
imitates moose ant-
lers. I try not to call 
too much as they may 
detect something is up. 

My previous eight trips down the river had 
resulted in no moose sightings and only 
two answers from bulls. I was also plagued 
by bad weather and all-around bad luck! 
High winds, heavy rain and extremely 
warm fall temperatures coupled with a 
rifle malfunction and mechanical prob-
lems also complicated matters, and result-
ed in an unsuccessful hunt. 

On day nine, I could feel that things 
were going to be different. I had taken a 
hiatus from hunting for four days to attend 

my cousin’ts wedding 
and was eager to get 
back at it. Fresh tracks 
beside my canoe are 
always a good sign. 
Three hours into the 
hunt, I drifted quietly 
around a bend in the 
river only to encoun-
ter a young bull moose 
walking along the 
shoreline. He was obvi-
ously responding to 
the call I had made in 
a bay up the river. One 
grunt stopped him in 
his tracks and with one 
shot I had my meat for 
the year. 

My goal is always 
to harvest a young bull 

if possible. I never shoot cows (a mature 
female moose) for conservation reasons 
and older bulls meat is not as good quality, 
particularly during the rut. Big bull moose 
are also much harder to handle for a lone 
hunter. 

I have been hunting alone now for 10 
years and prefer it to hunting with a group 
as I am on my own timetable. Some peo-
ple think I am crazy for hunting alone and 
working so hard, but if you love what you 
do then it is not work!

After a successful hunt, the moose is 
first skinned and cut the traditional way 
into nine pieces as opposed to the non-
aboriginal method of only cutting the 
moose into four pieces, which make the 
quarters too heavy for a single hunter to 
carry. The moose is then packed into the 
canoe and transported the five miles back 
to the landing. On this specific trip, it took 
me two trips with my canoe to get out all 
of the meat. Nothing from the moose is 
ever wasted: we keep the heart, liver, kid-
neys, and wistigat (fat around the stomach 
and kidneys). I have even known some 
hunters who would keep the intestines 
and lungs, however, I do not. 

As far as hunting luck goes, if I had 
paddled around that bend in the river 
five minutes earlier or five minutes later, I 
would never have seen that moose. Now 
that is lucky! 

submitted by
David Hamilton, 
MNO Chapleau Métis Council President

The following is a first-hand account by David Hamilton, MNO Chapleau Métis Council President

Moose Hunting
a little bit of skill and a whole lot of luck

I drifted quietly around 
a bend in the river only 
to encounter a young 
bull moose walking 
along the shoreline. 
He was obviously 

responding to the call 
I had made in a bay 

up the river. One grunt 
stopped him in his 

tracks and with one 
shot I had my meat for 

the year.
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  Participants learned about natural healing and edible wild plants from Métis Elder Joe Paquette.

  Métis Elder Joe Paquette teaches medicine walk participants about the value and uses of native plants.

  MNO Peterborough and District Wapiti Métis Council Chair 
Christa Lemelin takes in the beautiful scenery in Banff, Alberta.

The Medicine Walk attracted 
individuals from all backgrounds 
including, MNO citizens, non-
Indigenous folks, park volunteers, 
youth and budding environmental-
ists! Participants took advantage of 
the Walk to learn more about use-
ful wild plants from a Knowledge 
Holder Paquette. The Walk also 
offered an incredible opportunity to 
build relationships with like-mind-
ed individuals who have a vested 
interest in better understanding 
how to steward the land. Partici-
pants also sought to learn how to 
walk more softly in their daily lives.

For two-and-a-half hours, 
Knowledge Holder Paquette led the 
group through the park and shared 
teachings about medicines in the 
natural world and the collective 
responsibility to protect them. Par-
ticipants shared anecdotes about 
the various ways in which they have 
found healing in nature. Some par-
ticipants attempted to identify spe-
cific plants using Knowledge Hold-
er Paquette’s Peterson Field Guide: 
Eastern Central Medicinal Plants and 
Herbs and Peterson’s Field Guide: Edi-
ble Wild Plants.

The Medicine Walk offered par-
ticipants an opportunity to connect 
both culturally and spiritually with 
the land and the chance to speak 
with a Métis Knowledge Holder. 

This was especially valuable for 
those living within the city, as it can 
be challenging for Métis people in 
urban spaces to connect with the 
land.

The Medicine Walk also cre-
ated the opportunity for MNO IR 
Facilitators – Eleni Pappas (York U) 
and Elise St. Germain (U of T) – to 
connect with individuals from the 
Toronto community. Pappas and St. 
Germain spoke about the possibility 
of hosting a similar walk that would 
be closer to the York campus. They 
also shared ideas about events that 
could be hosted concurrently by 
their MNO IR Network branches. 
The point was made that by pool-
ing resources and spaces from both 
campuses, more students and youth 
could get involved with the MNO 
IR programming that take places in 
the Toronto and York Region. 

Many people, especially youth, 
have requested in the past that 
the MNO TYRMC create a medici-
nal garden specifically for use by 
MNO citizens. When the idea was 
presented during the Walk, it was 
unanimously supported with par-
ticipants agreeing to help with the 
upkeep necessary to maintain it. 
Overall, the Walk was a great suc-
cess and by the end many partici-
pants were asking when the next 
one would be held! 

I
n October, the Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) Toronto 

and York Region Métis Council (TYRMC) and MNO In-

finite Reach (IR) Facilitator’s from the University of To-

ronto (U of T) and York University (York U) hosted a 

Medicine Walk with Métis Knowledge Holder and MNO 

Veterans’ Council President Joe Paquette. The Walk, 

which took place in Toronto’s High Park, was well-at-

tended with a total of 20 participants.

Medicine walk in High Park
The MNO Toronto and York Region Métis Council and MNO Infinite Reach Facilitators from 
the University of Toronto and York University host event with Joe Paquette

submitted by
Gabriele Simmons,
MNO TYRMC Placement Student

Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Peterborough 
and District Wapiti Métis 

Council (PDWMC) Chair Christa 
Lemelin was recently given the op-
portunity to participate in a week-
long Indigenous Negotiation Skills 
training held at the Banff Centre 
for Arts and Creativity in Banff, 
Alberta. 

One of several Indigenous lead-
ership, governance and management 
programs offered at the Centre, the 
Indigenous Negotiation Skills train-
ing session is attended by leaders 
from Indigenous communities across 

Canada, as well as by consultants, 
lawyers and government representa-
tives. The training focuses on build-
ing skills related to interest-based 
negotiation and includes simula-
tions and role-playing exercises to 
allow participants to build and learn 
the skills needed for meaningful 
negotiations. 

The training provided Lemelin 
with a wealth of skills that will not 
only be useful for her duties on the 
PDWMC Council, but will also be 
incredibly beneficial in her full-time 
job as an Environmental Consultant 
and even at home when negotiating 

with her children! 
Lemelin is extremely proud to 

have attended a facility where MNO 
President Margaret Froh sits on the 
faculty. The opportunity was made 
possible through a grant from Sun-
cor Energy – a major supporter 
of programs at the Banff Centre. 
Lemelin encourages others to apply 
for opportunities such as this one, 
where they can learn new skills that 
will no doubt enhance the capac-
ity of MNO Community Councils 
across Ontario. 

submitted by
Christa Lemelin,
MNO Peterborough and District Wapiti Métis Council Chair

MNo Council Chair attends 
indigenous Negotiation 
Skills training in Banff
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Photo from annelederman.com

On September 15, 2016, the 
Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Toronto and York 

Region Métis Council (TYRMC) 
Youth Committee and the MNO 
Georgian Bay Métis Coun-
cil (GBMC) hosted a land-based 
knowledge exchange at Wye Marsh 
in Midland, Ontario. This event 
marked the end of the Weav-
ing the Sash: Métis youth, culture, 
and connection project, an MNO 
TYRMC Youth Committee-led 
project funded by the Laidlaw 
Foundation.

The day started early for 
the MNO TYRMC youth with 
an eventful 7:00 a.m. bus ride. 
Though the bus had some 
mechanical difficulties halfway, 
they were able to use what they 
had (as is the Métis way) to get 
to the nearest Tim Horton’s and 
wait for a replacement. 

It was a successful day for youth 
and volunteers from the MNO 
GBMC, in part because a majority 
of participants arrived at the event 
between 9:30 and 10:00 a.m. The 
morning was spent getting every-
thing set up for the arrival of the 
MNO TYRMC youth.  

Once they finally made it to 
Midland, the MNO TYRMC youth 
were pleased to find so many 

children, youth, and elders from 
Georgian Bay waiting to greet them 
as they were quickly ushered into 
canoes. After a beautiful canoe trip 
around the marsh, Métis Knowl-
edge Keeper Janice Ferris taught 
the youth how to make a salve from 
medicinal plants with olive oil, veg-
etable oil, and beeswax. After a deli-
cious elk and bison lunch, which 
was provided by the MNO GBMC, 
Georgian Bay Islands National Park 
Naturalist and Heritage Presenter 
Shawn Corbiere gave fire-starting 

teachings and led a medicine walk. 
The day ended with dinner at the 
MNO Midland office followed by 
jigging and music by MNO citi-
zens Liam and Alicia Blore. Though 
rainy, it was a full and rewarding 
day

Most of the Georgian Bay youth 
and elders that grew up around the 
area have experienced what the 
marsh has to offer over the years. 

However, this was the first time 
an event like this has happened 
between two Councils from differ-
ent regions. The event provided an 
opportunity for both Councils to 
broaden their views as the MNO 
TYRMC youth tended to be older 
than their MNO GBMC counter-
parts. The MNO GBMC youth in 
particular were able to learn from 
the Elders and older youth from the 
MNO TYRMC.

For the MNO TYRMC youth, 
the knowledge exchange was a 

wonderful way to connect with 
the land and to gain skills that 
are difficult to access in the city. 
Sitting down with youth, Elders, 
Senators, and Knowledge Keep-
ers from another region also pro-
vided a unique opportunity for 
relationship building. 

This event, and the others in 
the series, would not have been 
possible without the help of 
some amazing volunteers. Their 
efforts are greatly appreciated by 
many especially from the youth 
who attended these events. Both 

Councils extend a grateful “Maarsi!” 
to all!

To celebrate the end of the 
Weaving the Sash project, the MNO 
TYRMC Youth Committee made a 
special presentation on November 
19, 2016 at the Native Canadian 
Centre of Toronto during the MNO 
TYRMC’s Louis Riel Day Celebra-
tion, which included a feast for the 
community.  

For the 
MNO TYRMC youth, 

the knowledge exchange 
was a wonderful way to 
connect with the land 
and to gain skills that 
are difficult to access 

in the city.

submitted by
elise St. Germain, Métis Youth 
Dalton Latondress, Métis Youth

Weaving the Sash:

Land-based knowledge 
exchange between youth 
from two Councils

  Youth from the MNO Toronto and York Region Métis Council and the MNO Georgian Bay Métis 
Council gathered in Midland for the Land-Based Knowledge Exchange workshop.

For more information on the 
Weaving the Sash Project, 

please contact 
tyrmc.youth@gmail.com

Learn more about the 
MNO TYRMC, 

by visiting their website at 
torontoyorkmetis.com 

and their Facebook and Twitter 
(@TOYorkMetis) accounts. 

Learn more about the MNO 
GBMC at their website at 

georgianbaymetiscouncil.
com, as well as their Council 
Facebook account and their 

Youth Facebook account. 

The fiddle has always been 
an important part of Métis 
culture. The fiddle contin-

ues to play a prominent role in 
Métis celebrations today. Helping 
to keep the tradition of Métis fid-
dling alive is Anne Lederman – a 
fiddler, singer, multi-instrumen-
talist, composer, researcher, and 
teacher. 

While not Métis herself, Leder-
man teaches fiddle and has devot-
ed herself to the collection and 
preservation of old Métis fiddle 
music. She likely has one of the 
largest known collections of old 
Métis fiddle music. 

When enrolment is high 
enough, Lederman teaches class-
es on Métis and French Canadian 
Fiddle at the Royal Conservatory 
of Music in Toronto.

Lederman has also released a 
four-record archival set of recort-
dings titled Old Native and Métis 
Fiddling in Western Manitoba. The 
music was gathered between 
1985 and 1986, when Leder-
man returned home to Manitoba 
to study and record the music of 
First Nations and Métis fiddlers. 
This historic set of recordings was 
re-released in 2004 as a double 

CD set on the National Museum’s 
Archive label. 

Lederman has been involved in 
a number of Canadian folk music 
groups including Muddy York, 
the Flying Bulgar Klezmer Band, 
Come From Every Way, and Fid-
dlesong. She was also the resident 
fiddler on the CBC drama Road to 
Avonlea, and has appeared on The 
Vinyl Café and other programs on 
CBC Radio. 

Lederman has performed at 
folk events, concerts, and festi-
vals throughout Canada, the Unit-
ed States, and Europe. She has 
released five albums under her 
own name and appeared on over 
50 others, and is the founding 
Artistic Director of World Fiddle 
Day Toronto and World of Music 
Toronto.

Most recently, on October 23, 
2016, Lederman received Folk 
Music Ontario’s 17th Annual 
Estelle Klein Award for her work. 
Named after Estelle Klein, an early 
founder of Canada’s folk festival-
scene, each year the award is pre-
sented to an individual or group 
that has made significant contribu-
tions to the folk music community 
in Ontario. 

submitted by
elsa Poitras, Wife of PCMNO Executive Senator Joseph Poitras
with excerpts from ottawafestivals.ca and annelederman.com

For more information on Anne Lederman, please visit 
annelederman.com

Preserving 
Métis history 
through 
fiddling

  Fiddler Anne Lederman has had a long and varied career in 
Canadian music. While not Métis herself, she has devoted 
her career to the collection and preservation of Métis fiddle 
music.
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F
or generations, knowl-
edge of the Métis way of 
life has been preserved 
solely in the memo-
ries and practices of the 

Métis people. This continues to be 
the primary method of preserving 
this way of knowing until it can be 
transferred to future generations 
through teaching and demonstra-
tion. Recently, it has become in-
creasingly important to document 
Métis traditional knowledge. This 
knowledge is accumulated over gen-
erations, and once it is lost, it is irre-
placeable. This knowledge can also 
inform contemporary resource man-
agement decisions and activities.

The holistic nature of the Métis 

way of life means that Métis com-
munities through Ontario have 
deep connections – social, cul-
tural, spiritual, and economic – to 
the lands and waters around them. 
Water remains as essential to the 
Métis people and Métis way of 
life as it always has. Historically, 
the waterways of Ontario, includ-
ing those of the Great Lakes Basin, 
allowed for the travel that support-
ed fur trade activities and main-
tained economic and kinship con-
nections of the Métis people. Today, 
as has been the case throughout 
Métis history, water and water eco-
systems continue to provide food 
and livelihood for Métis families 
and communities. 

Due to this strong connection 
to water, there are many knowl-
edge holders in Métis communities 
across the province with stories and 
knowledge about the importance to 
water to Métis people. For exam-
ple: they know where and when to 
harvest fish and plants; they have a 
deep understanding of the health of 

the ecosystem; and, they know how 
conservation and sustainable use 
ensures that the Métis way of life 
can be practiced by future genera-
tions. As part of that practice, tradi-
tional knowledge is passed to these 
future generations through teach-
ing, demonstration and stories.

To reflect the importance of 
having traditional knowledge 
passed to future generations and 
the importance of water and Great 
Lakes Basin to the Métis people, the 
Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) is 
planning a traditional knowledge 
study where MNO Métis youth will 
play an integral role in the collec-
tion of their community’s tradi-
tional knowledge. These youth will 
work as part of an interview team 
in their region, assisting with inter-
views of knowledge holders.

With funding from Environ-
ment and Climate Change Canada 
and the Ontario Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Climate Change, the 
MNO will undertake the collection 
of traditional knowledge relevant to 

the Great Lakes and water. Under 
the renewed Canada-Ontario Agree-
ment on Great Lakes Water Qual-
ity and Ecosystem Health (COA), 
the federal and provincial govern-
ments have committed to continue 
their work to restore and protect 
the Great Lakes basin ecosystem. 
Annex 14, Engaging Métis, of the 
agreement specifically identifies the 
government’s commitment to work-
ing with Métis people on restora-
tion, protection and conservation 
initiatives. The collection of Métis 
traditional knowledge will help 
inform this important work.

This is an exciting opportunity 
for MNO communities working 
with their youth, to continue telling 
their stories and sharing their tradi-
tional knowledge with future gen-
erations. In addition, this will be 
another important effort in working 
toward the protection of the lands 
and waters for future generations. 
Additional information is being dis-
tributed to MNO communities and 
youth regarding the project. 

teLLiNG oUR StoRieS:
Documenting Traditional Knowledge of Water and the Great Lakes

submitted by
Brian tucker
MNO Associate Director of 
Education and Way of Life
Markus tuohimaa
MNO Traditional Knowledge 
Coordinator

The holistic 
nature of the 
Métis way of life 
means that Métis 
communities 
through Ontario 
have deep 
connections – 
social, cultural, 
spiritual, and 
economic – to the 
lands and waters 
around them.

Questions about the project can be directed to Markus Tuohimaa, MNO Traditional Knowledge Coordinator, at MarkusT@metisnation.org or by phone at (807) 355-8310.

Warp Bay, Lake Superior

Call for expressions of interest: 

CAPtAiNS oF tHe HUNt 

The MNO is issuing a call for 
expressions of interest for the 
role of Captain of the Hunt for 
all MNO Regions (Regions 1-9). 
Expressions of interest must 
include the mandatory sup-
porting information below: 

•	 Proof of MNO citizenship;
•	  A resume detailing: relevant 

work and/or volunteer 
experience; leadership 
experience; training; 
education; and traditional 
way of life knowledge and 
experience;

•	  A cover letter (600 words 
maximum) that specifies the 
MNO Region of interest, 
and outlines the applicant’s 
ability to fulfill the role of 
Captain of the Hunt. 

More detailed information on the 
role of Captain of the Hunt can 
be found below along with links 
to key additional background 
information. The role of Captain 
of the Hunt is also described in 
the MNO Harvest Policy.

CAPtAiNS oF tHe HUNt

The Captains of the Hunt (COTH) 
play an integral role in the man-
agement of the Métis harvest. 
One COTH is assigned to each 
of the MNO Regions within 
Ontario and is mandated by the 
MNO to implement the MNO 
Harvest Policy. The Captains of 
the Hunt determine the appro-
priate management of the Métis 
harvest and evaluate its progress 
on an ongoing basis.

The COTH act as a direct line of 
communication between MNO 
Harvesters, the MNO, and the 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry (MNRF). They help 
manage the MNO harvest, sup-
port the implementation of the 
MNO-MNRF Interim Harvest-
ing Agreement, and determine 
the appropriate management of 
the harvest in their respective 
Regions. The COTH also act as 
liaisons between Harvesters and 
the MNO in situations where 
charges have been filed.

Duties of the CotH include:

•	  Travel throughout their 
Region to work with MNO 
communities on harvesting-
related matters;

•	  Assist Harvesters in the 
completion of Harvester’s 
Certificate applications;

•	  Review and sign Harvester’s 
Certificate applications 
prior to sending them to 
the Registry Branch for 
processing and final approval;

•	  Verify that Harvesters can 
properly and safely employ 
firearms;

•	  Answer inquiries from MNO 
citizens regarding harvesting 
rights and other matters 
related to harvesting;

•	   Gather information on 
complaints and charges;

•	  Act as liaisons between the 
MNO and Harvesters;

•	  Act as a point of contact for 
MNRF Conservation Officers 
in their Region;

•	 Prepare incident reports;
•	  Ensure Harvesters are in 

compliance with the MNO 
Harvesting Policy;

•	  Serve as a source of 
information on the Métis 
Way of Life and Traditional 
Knowledge;

•	  Support the MNO’s work 
to implement the MNO 
Statement of Prime Purpose;

•	  Support Harvester surveys 
and help to gather 
information on the number, 
species and location of 
animals taken by MNO 
Harvesters; and

•	  Sit as non-voting members 
of MNO Consultation 
Committees.

Captain of the Hunt Liaisons 
assist the Captains in executing 
their duties within their MNO 
Regions.

The Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) harvest, grounded in the exercise of Métis rights, provides food and medicine for Métis families and communities; 
acts as a catalyst for the transfer of traditional knowledge to future generations; and maintains our people’s connection to the land, water, and 
ecosystems of the Métis Homeland. The Captains of the Hunt (COTH) and Captains of the Hunt Liaisons play an integral role in the management of a 
sustainable MNO harvest and provide oversight of MNO’s harvest system, including the MNO Harvest Policy. 

Deadline for 
expressions of 

interest: 
January 30, 2017

SUbMIT TO: 
Brian tucker, Deputy 

Chief Captain of the Hunt
briant@metisnation.org

 
Submissions will 
be reviewed and 

appointments made in the 
spring of 2017. 

All MNO citizens who 
submit an expression of 

interest will receive 
a response after 

appointments are made.
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After many years of service on 
the PCMNO, Senator Reta 
Gordon retired as a PCMNO 

Senator and became an Honourary 
Senator, but she has not slowed 
down at all!

On October 26, 2016, Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) Honou-
rary Senator Reta Gordon attended 
a gathering in Ottawa at the Rideau 

Club – a social club for Canada’s 
political and business elite. The 
event was held by the Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce to explore 
the role of business in Reconcilia-
tion with Indigenous Peoples. 

Also in attendance was Métis 
National Council (MNC) Presi-
dent Clément Chartier, and former 
Canadian Prime Minister the Right 
Honourable Paul Martin. Honoura-
ry Senator Gordon had the oppor-
tunity to speak with both President 

Chartier and former Prime Minister 
Martin. 

At the beginning of November, 
Honourary Senator Gordon was also 
invited to a gala hosted by Norway’s 
Ambassador to Canada, Her Excel-
lency Anne Kari Ovind, at the Cana-
dian Museum of History. In atten-
dance were Crown Prince Haakon 
and Crown Princess Mette-Marit 
of Norway, who had expressed an 
interest in meeting Indigenous rep-
resentatives from Canada. 

by MNO Staff

Honourary MNo Senator 
Reta Gordon still busy

  (L-R) Métis National Council (MNC) President Clément Chartier, 
MNO Honourary Senator Reta Gordon, and former Canadian 
Prime Minister the Right Honourable Paul Martin.

On November 3, 2016, 
Métis students at Algon-
quin College attended the 

annual Métis Feast hosted by the 
college’s Mamidosewin Centre. 
The centre, which aims to support 
and empower indigenous students 
through a variety of cultural pro-
grams and services, hosts a dif-
ferent feast on the first Thursday 
of every month. There is always a 
great turnout with around 50-60 
students.

With the sounds of fiddle music 
playing in the background, students 

were welcomed by the scent of a 
home-cooked meal prepared by 
Elena Abel, Algonquin College 
Aboriginal Program Coordinator. 
The feast consisted of stew, beans, 
and baked bannock. 

As a special treat, Métis Nation 
of Ontario (MNO) Honourary Sena-
tor Reta Gordon brought in a pot of 
her homemade hamburger soup – 
also known as poor man’s soup. The 
recipe can be found in the MNO 
Métis Cookbook and Guide to Healthy 
Living and was submitted by the 
late Earl Scofield who was a MNO 

veteran and former MNO Senator.
The Métis Feast will be fea-

tured on an upcoming CBC Radio 
segment called D is for Dinner – a 
featurette on the daily drive-home 
show All in a Day. Host Alan Neal 
interviewed staff and students about 
the connection to food as culture. 

“We try to be a home-away-
from-home for our students,” says 
Abel, who has worked at Mami-
dosewin Centre since 2010. “By 
providing a hot, home-cooked meal, 
students can connect with each 
other and our services, and in this 
way we address some of the home-
sickness students might feel.” 

submitted by
Ashley Laplante
Social Service Worker student at Algonquin College

Algonquin College Métis feast brings students together

There are over 1,000 Aboriginal students who study at Algonquin College. For more information about the 
Mamidosewin Centre at Algonquin College, please visit: algonquincollege.com/mamidosewin.

  MNO Honourary Senator Reta Gordon (right) with Elena Abel 
(left), Aboriginal Program Coordinator at Algonquin College, at 
the Algonquin College Métis feast.

On October 7, 2016 the 
Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) office in North 
Bay facilitated a Com-

munity Kitchen workshop for fami-
lies at the Ontario Early Years Cen-
tre, Nipissing (OEYC). The centre 
provides a safe and accessible loca-
tion in the centre of the community 
for participants to attend program-
ming. MNO staff are very grateful to 
always be welcomed at the OEYC.

To begin the workshop, partici-
pants learned how to make nutri-
tious smoothies using a variety of 
fruits and vegetables. Since attend-
ing the workshop, many partici-
pants say that they have continued 
to use the recipes to increase their 
children’s vegetable intake. 

The second part of the work-
shop focused on cooking with the 
seasons, where families had the 
opportunity to learn how to make 
meals on a modest budget. Fami-
lies were then guided in preparing a 
meal using whole foods as opposed 
to processed foods, which many 
found empowering. Participants 

also got the chance to work with 
some uncommon but highly nutri-
tious vegetables. While working in 
the kitchen, participants were able 
to help themselves to a healthy and 
delicious hamburger soup.

This partnership with the OEYC 
is an example of one of the posi-
tive community connections that 
the MNO has established with 
organizations that embrace Métis 
programming. 

“The connections between [the 
MNO] and the OEYC Nipissing 
has been inspiring for many of our 
families to see how closely our staff 
teams have been working together 
to support them,” says OEYC Man-
ager Kcristal Speiss. “The positive 
engagement that has been weaved 
through the two programs working 
together has benefited many fami-
lies in a seamless system.”  

In particular, the MNO Métis 
Healthy Babies Healthy Children 
(MHBHC) program has had active 
involvement at the OEYC. Pro-
gramming includes the Strength-
ening Family Connections Work-
shop, which uses traditional 
crafting to bring families together 
to learn about role modeling and 
self-esteem. 

“This unique program contin-
ues to be a hallmark demonstration 

of what can happen when we put 
families at the centre of all we do 
together,” says Speiss.

MNO staff along with the Preg-
nancy and Infant Loss (PAIL) Net-
work, Charlee’s Angel Bears, and 
the OEYC has also established a 
peer-support group on pregnancy 
and infant loss called the Empty 
Arms Compassionate Café, which 
will run for two years. This group 
provides a safety net for parents’ 
emotions in the aftermath of a 
loss and hosts a monthly drop-in 
meeting. 

 In recognition of their partner-
ship, Benedict presented the OEYC 
with a Métis-inspired artwork she 
made, which she displayed on a 
Hudson’s Bay blanket. The piece 
is reflective of dot art and has the 
vibrant colours, balance, and inter-
connectedness common to Métis 
art. The piece was gifted with the 
intention that it will promote dis-
cussion and create awareness of 
Métis people’s place in the commu-
nity while embracing inclusiveness. 

“We are so thankful for the 
meaningful partnerships in our 
community and hope to reconnect 
with others who have been sup-
portive in the past and as our com-
munity grows together,” Benedict 
says. 

submitted by
Amanda Benedict
MNO Métis Healthy Babies Healthy 
Children Coordinator

ontario early Years Centre in Nipissing 
embraces the Métis community

  This beaded artwork was gifted to the OEYC by the MNO North 
Bay office staff. Art by Amanda Benedict, MNO Métis Healthy 
Babies Healthy Children Coordinator.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Amanda Rheaume. Photo by Jen Squires.

MNo citizen Amanda 
Rheaume nominated for 
Canadian Folk Music Award

Métis Nation of 
Ontario (MNO) 
citizen Amanda 
Rheaume con-

tinues to be recognized in 
the music industry for her 
incredible talent! Rheaume 
has been nominated once 
again for the Canadian Folk 
Music Aboriginal Song-
writer of the Year Award. 

Amanda won the award 
back in 2014 and that 
same year also received a 
Juno nomination for Ab-
original Album of the 

Year. Rheaume’s nominated album, 
Holding Patterns, was produced by 
Jim Bryson.This year’s Canadian 
Folk Music Awards will take place 
on December 3 at Toronto’s Isabel 
Bader Theatre. 

One of the standouts on Hold-
ing Patterns is the song Red Dress, 
which features singer Chantal Kre-
viazuk. The song is meant to hon-
our and raise awareness on the 
Murdered and Missing Indigenous 
Women and Girls in Canada. Pro-
ceeds for the song will be donated 
to the Native Women’s Association 
of Canada’s Safety and Violence Pre-

vention Program. To buy the song 
and support this great cause, please 
visit iTunes. 

Amanda recently performed at 
the 2016 MNO Annual General As-
sembly where she performed her 
newly recorded song We Aspire. 
The MNO commissioned Amanda 
to write a song based on the MNO 
Statement of Prime Purpose that 
captures the spirit and our MNO 
success stories. The song is now 
featured in the MNO We Aspire 
commercials that are running on 
the APTN television network 

by MNO Staff
with files from amandarheaume.com

Métis youth Atticus Phoenix 
started this school year in 
style. In July of 2016, after 
a rigorous month-long audi-

tion process in January, the Grade 6 student 
was accepted into Canada’s National Ballet 
School (NBS) in Toronto. 

Established in 1959, NBS is one of the 
world’s leading training establishments for 
aspiring young dancers, providing an elite 
dance curriculum combined with academic 
training and on-site residential care at their 
Toronto campus. 

Interested in dance from a young age, 
Atticus was overjoyed when he found out 
he had been accepted. “I walked out of the 
school and my parents told me,” he says. “I 
was almost crying because I was so happy!” 

While the training is rigorous, the pro-
gram provides opportunities for dancers to 
hone their craft in an environment that val-
ues both physical and academic training. 
Dancers practice for two hours each day and 
then spend another one-to-two hours focus-
ing on other forms of dance or swimming. 

“It’s easier for me to do academ-
ics because I can get all my energy out 

doing ballet,” says Atticus. “The academic 
and dance teachers are all amazing and…I 
love getting to dance every day!” 

NBS spans Grades 6 through 12 and stu-
dents are assessed on an ongoing basis to 
ensure that they continue responding posi-
tively to the program’s broader challenges. 
Students who continue to meet the school’s 
standards are invited to continue returning 
for subsequent years. 

While Atticus is currently very busy with 
all of his training, he has lofty goals for his 
future. “Short-term I would like to be able 
to do well in school and…become a better 
dancer because in dance there’s always room 
for improvement,” he says. “In the future I 
would like to become a professional dancer 
and in my free time be an architect and an 
artist.” 

Métis youth dances 
his way into National 
Ballet School
submitted by
Stephanie Phoenix,
MNO Citizen
with files from nbs-enb.ca

“The academic and dance 
teachers are all amazing 
and ... I love getting to dance 
every day!”
– Atticus Phoenix

Atticus can be seen 
in the NBS production of The 
Nutcracker from December 
10-31, 2016 at Toronto’s 
Four Seasons Centre for the 
Performing Arts. For more 
information or to buy tickets, 
visit national.ballet.ca.
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  MNO Citizen Karen Drake.

  Tera Beaulieu, MNO citizen and MNO Toronto and York Region 
Métis Council President.

 MNO legal counsel Jason Madden (left) and Jean Teillet (right).

A well-known and influential 
figure within the Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) 

recently received a prestigious 
appointment. On September 30, 
2016, MNO citizen Karen Drake was 
among the five individuals appointed 
as a part-time commissioner on the 
Ontario Human Rights Commission. 

Commissioner Karen Drake is an 
assistant professor at the Bora Laskin 
Faculty of Law at Lakehead Univer-
sity. Her teaching and research in-
terests include Canadian law as it 
affects Indigenous peoples, Anishi-
naabe law and Métis law. She is the 
co-editor-in-chief of the Lakehead 
Law Journal and was previously Co-
Editor-in-Chief of the Indigenous 
Law Journal. She currently serves 
on the board of directors of the In-

digenous Bar Association.
At the 2016 MNO Annual Gen-

eral Assembly, it was announced that 
Karen was appointed a Commis-
sioner with the MNO’s Commission 
on Métis Rights and Self-Govern-
ment. Karen is the past Chair of the 
MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council 
and is currently a member at large. 
She previously served on the board 
of directors for the Métis Voyageur 
Development Fund and clerked 
with the Ontario Court of Appeal 
and the Federal Court of Canada.

The Ontario Human Rights Com-
mission was established in 1961 
to administer the Ontario Human 
Rights Code. Its mandate includes 
developing public policy on human 
rights, conducting public inquiries 
and promoting a culture of human 

rights in the province. The commis-
sion may also monitor and report 
on anything related to the state of 
human rights in Ontario.

Appointments to the Ontario 
Human Rights Commission are 
made by the Lieutenant Governor 
with the advice of the Executive 
Council of Ontario, in accordance 
with the Ontario Human Rights 
Code.

Members of the commission meet 
approximately five times per year to 
provide strategic leadership and ad-
vice to the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission, evaluate its impact 
and performance, and engage with 
the public and diverse communities 
across Ontario. 

by MNO Staff
with files from ontario.ca

MNo citizen Karen Drake 
appointed a Human Rights 
Commissioner

The Mét i s  Nat ion o f 
Ontario (MNO) is pleased 
to announce the recent 

appointment of MNO Citizen, Ms. 
Tera Beaulieu, to the Mental Health 
Commission of Canada (MHCC)’s 
Board of Directors. The MHCC is 
a national organization, striving 
to make a difference in the lives 
of those living with mental health 
challenges and mental illnesses. 

In this role, Ms. Beaulieu will be 
joining the MHCC’s 16-member 
Board of Directors to oversee the 
strategic direction of the MHCC by 
establishing the organization’s vision 
and mission. As such, Tera will be 
contributing to providing leader-

ship and expertise to the MHCC in 
its efforts to raise awareness of the 
mental health and wellness needs of 
Canadians and to catalyze collabora-
tive solutions to mental health sys-
tem challenges. In addition, Tera’s 
appointment is strategic in helping 
bring Métis and other Indigenous 
peoples’ issues to the table, such as 
cultural considerations, gaps in ser-
vices, sharing approaches to mental 
wellness, increasing community ca-
pacity and strengthening collabora-
tive relationships.

Ms. Beaulieu is completing her 
PhD in Clinical/Counselling Psy-
chology at the University of Toronto, 
has recently accepted a position with 

the Centre for Addiction and Men-
tal Health in Toronto. In addition 
to her celebrated academic accom-
plishments and experience in mental 
wellness with Indigenous communi-
ties, youth, women’s and psycholog-
ical trauma, Tera is highly engaged 
in work within the MNO and serves 
as President of the MNO Toronto 
and York Region Métis Council.  

This is an exciting venture for Ms. 
Beaulieu on a personal and profes-
sional level and is also exciting for 
the MNO, as one of our citizens is 
taking on a national role in advanc-
ing mental health for Métis and for 
all Canadians! 

submitted by
Wendy Stewart, MNO Manager of Mental Health and Addictions

MNo citizen appointed to 
Mental Health Commission’s 
Board of Directors

Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) legal counsel, Jean 
Teillet and Jason Madden, 

were recognized in the 2017 Edition 
of Chambers and Partners’ Canada 
Guide—an annual peer-review 
publication of outstanding lawyers. 
Teillet and Madden were recognized 
as “Ranked Lawyers” in the area of 
Aboriginal Law and were described 
as follows:

“Vancouver-based Jean Teillet is 

an experienced advocate for Aborig-
inal land rights, harvesting rights 
and Aboriginal rights law. She reg-
ularly advises on litigation, as well 
as consultation and accommodation 
issues and is widely regarded by the 
market as a leading authority on 
Métis law.”

“Jason Madden is regularly in-
volved in the negotiation and im-
plementation of modern-day land 
claim agreements. He is also highly 
regarded for his work on the devel-
opment of Métis law. One source en-
thused: ‘He is a superstar in terms of 
advocacy for Métis rights.’”

In addition, their firm—Pape 
Salter Teillet LLP Barristers and So-
licitors—was ranked as a leader 
amongst Aboriginal law boutique 
firms within Canada and recognized 
as follows:

“Established firm recognized for 
its representation of Aboriginal cli-
ents, maintaining a strong focus on 
self-government and economic de-
velopment, as well as advising on 
the negotiation of IBAs. The firm 
also has a strong track record before 
the Supreme Court and is particu-
larly well known for its work on be-
half of the Métis.” 

MNo legal counsel recognized as 
leading lawyers in Aboriginal Law
by MNO Staff
with files from linkedin.com
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 MNO citizen Maura McLean.

  Back row (L-R): Joshua Van Damme, Michael Vansickle, Daniel Lambert, Jeremy Robson, Brandon 
Casquenette. Front row (L-R): Ashley Lacourciere, Dominique Bomberry, Justice Leonard S. (Tony) 
Mandamin, Katrina Owl, Dalton Mathias, Lee Anne Cameron

 MNO citizen publishes her first self-help book

Photo by: Todd Hambleton
Cornwall Standard-Freeholder

Métis Nation of Ontario 
( M N O )  c i t i z e n 
Maura McLean is an 
internationally ranked 

Canadian National Synchronized 
Swimming (synchro) team member. 
Maura started her synchro career 
at six years of age at the Variety 
Village Synchro Club (VVSC) in 
the Little Mermaids program. It was 
at VVSC that she realized her love 
and aptitude for the unique sport of 
synchronized swimming. For those 
unfamiliar with synchro, it is a sport 
that combines the highest levels of 
athleticism with creativity, beauty, 
and musicality. 

Upon moving over to the compet-
itive provincial program, the coach-
ing staff quickly noticed Maura’s 
ability and potential. Her current 

national coaches state that Maura is 
intelligent, aware, technically sound, 
and that she competes well under 
pressure—all of which are vital traits 
to a great synchronized swimmer. 

Maura is currently 15 years of 
age and is in Grade 10. She trains at 
the Regional Training Centre - ON-
TARIO (RTC-ON) under the direc-
tion of Head Coach Jennifer Koptie. 
The Synchro Canada High Perfor-
mance program is supported by the 
Canadian Sport Institute.

Maura’s greatest achievements to 
date are winning national cham-
pionships in solo, duet, and team 
competitions, making the Canadian 
National teams in the 13 – 15 age 
category in 2015 and 2016, and 
being selected to represent Can-
ada in the Duet event at the Union 

Americana de Natation (UANA) 
Pan-American Championships in 
Puerto Rico this past summer. 

Her synchro competitions have 
taken her to the United States of 
America, Italy, and Peurto Rico, as 
well as across the beautiful coun-
try of Canada. Maura hopes to earn 
a spot on the Canadian Junior Na-
tional team this upcoming summer. 
She also hopes to continue with syn-
chronized swimming in the years to 
come! She has a great future ahead 
of her and is looking forward to an-
other amazing season with the RTC-
ON in the team and duet events.

Maura is thankful for the sup-
port she receives each year through 
her MakeAChamp campaign. If you 
wish to support Maura in her syn-
chro journey, donations can be made 
online at makeachamp.com/mauram-
clean. Synchro Canada also accepts 
direct financial donations on behalf 
of Maura McLean.

submitted by
eileen Barry, Mother of MNO citizen Maura McLean

MNo citizen swims 
her way to success

In celebration of National 
Aboriginal Day, Hydro One 
recognized 10 outstanding 
students selected for the 

Leonard S. (Tony) Mandamin 
Scholarship. The scholarship, 
named in recognition of the 
Honourable Justice Leonard S. 
(Tony) Mandamin, is granted 
annually to First Nations, Métis and 
Inuit post-secondary students.

Among the list of winners were 
Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) citi-
zen Joshua Van Damme and Dalton 
Mathias and Brandon Casquenette, 
who both self-identify as Métis. Dal-
ton is also the son of Hank and Loma 
Rowlinson; Hank is the MNO Man-
ager of Community Relations and 
Loma is the MNO Provincial Ab-
original Responsible Gambling Co-
ordinator. Both Joshua and Brandon 
are studying Engineering— Joshua is 
studying to be a Mechanical Engineer 
at Carleton University, while Bran-
don is studying Electrical Engineer-

ing Technology at Georgian College. 
Dalton is studying Line Crew Ground 
Support at Cambrian College.

“Our scholarship winners not 
only exceed in academic excellence 
but just as importantly, in their com-
mitment to supporting their com-
munities,” said Lee Anne Cameron, 
Director, First Nations & Métis Re-
lations, Hydro One. “The Leonard 
S. (Tony) Mandamin Scholarship is 
one of the ways Hydro One supports 
and encourages students to stay in 
school and explore opportunities 
within the electricity industry.”

Each year, up to 15 scholarships 
are available to students enrolled in 
electricity related programs. Schol-
arship recipients are granted a finan-
cial award in the amount of $5,000 
and those eligible may have an op-
portunity to complete a paid devel-
opmental work term with Hydro 
One. Interested students can visit 
hydroone.com/Careers/NewGrads/
Awards to learn more and apply. 

submitted by
Hank Rowlinson, MNO Manager of Community Relations
with files from hydroone.com

Métis youth awarded Hydro one scholarships

Every cloud has a silver 
lining, and for Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) 

citizen Liane Geoffrion, that 
would be the publishing of her 
first book entitled, Divorce Prep: 
Self-Help Guide.

The guide is a collection of 
practical advice and information 
Liane wishes she would have 
known during her own divorce 

and is aimed at individuals ei-
ther getting ready to leave a 
marriage or who know they will 
be left behind by a controlling 
spouse. 

Through personal examples, 
Liane explains how to avoid, 
prevent, and minimize the 
many problems of a difficult 
divorce. The guide includes in-
formation on how to meet with 
a lawyer, what questions to ask, 
what to look for in financial 
documents, and where to go 
for help. It also provides a list 
of resources including agencies, 

counseling services, and gov-
ernment and legal websites. 

Liane feels strongly that indi-
viduals who are well-informed, 
know their rights, and are self-
sufficient can be spared the con-
sequences of leaving a destruc-
tive relationship unprepared. 

Liane shows no signs of 
slowing down and is already 
scheduled to publish her sec-
ond novel, Joyfulness At Last, 
in 2017. For more information 
on Liane and her novels, please 
visit lianegeoffrion.com.

submitted by
Liane Geoffrion,
MNO citizen

MNo citizen publishes 
her first self-help book



 

CONTACT US AT: info@motheriskcommission.ca 
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Was your hair tested for drugs Was your hair tested for drugs 
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 MNO citizen Marc Labelle.

 MNO citizen Austin Press.

 Jean-Claude Fillion.

After completing training 
in the culinary arts sector, 
Jean-Claude Fillion who 

identifies as Métis, was struggling to 
find employment but was interested 
in entering into the business sector. 
He approached the Métis Nation of 
Ontario (MNO) office in Sudbury 
and spoke to an MNO Employment 
Developer who suggested applying 
for funding and support through 
the MNO. Upon completing the 
client assessment process, Jean-
Claude was able to pursue a career 
in business. After researching a 
few different schools, Jean-Claude 
set his sights on completing a 
Commerce Diploma from Collège 

Boréal.
Jean-Claude loved the pro-

gram and sat on the Board of Di-
rectors of Regroupement étudiant 
franco-ontarien (RÉFO) and joined 
the College’s Student Council. As 
a member of the Student Council, 
Jean-Claude helped plan various 
activities around campus and en-
joyed spending time at the Louis 
Riel Centre, where he was able to 
embrace his Métis culture. 

In April 2015, Jean-Claude’s hard 
work paid off when he successfully 
completed his two-year Commerce 
program at Collège Boréal. He grad-
uated top of his class, earning hon-
ours and was even asked to give a 
speech during the graduation cer-
emony. Jean-Claude is proud to say 
that he is now employed full time 
as a Consultant with the Investors 
Group. 

submitted by
Jessica Brunne,
MNO Employment Counsellor

A Métis 
success story 
from Sudbury

Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) citizen Austin 
Press had a very fulfilling 

and informative summer thanks 
to the MNO’s Summer Career 
Placement program. Austin just 
finished his work term as a Tourist 
Information Attendant with the 
Town of Penetanguishene Tourism 
Information Centre. In an email sent 
to Rachelle Brunelle-McColl, MNO 
Employment Developer, Austin 
expressed his gratitude to the MNO 
in helping him obtain this position:

“Working for the town of Pene-
tanguishene’s Tourism Office has 
provided me with the opportunity 
to learn more about the town I live 
in. It has allowed me the means to 
learn about my culture as a [citizen] 
of the Métis Nation, through local 

historical sites. Due to my position, 
I have become extensively familiar 
with my local water ways also; help-
ful not just in my professional but 
personal life as well. 

“I am truly grateful for the open-
ing that I was given working here for 
the summer and for the help pro-
vided by the Métis Nation of On-
tario, without which I wouldn’t have 
had such an amazing opportunity. 
Thank you very much.” 

submitted by
Rachelle Brunelle-McColl,
MNO Employment Developer

MNo citizen 
spends the summer 
working in tourism

Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) citizen Marc 
Labelle is a perfect 
example of what hard 

work and dedication can get you 
in life. After completing 10 years of 
post-secondary education, Marc has 
proudly obtained his MD (Doctor 
of Medicine) from the University of 
Toronto. 

After so many years in school, 
Marc is very thankful for the 
MNO’s financial assistance as this 
has helped to decrease the financial 
impact and debt burden that can so 
easily pile up.

Marc decided to pursue a career 
in medicine as he had always ex-
celled in the sciences and had a de-
sire to help others and give back 
to his community. He is currently 
a resident physician training at the 
University of Western Ontario. 

Marc works in several different 
areas including emergency care, 
ward care, obstetrics, family clinic 
and the Intensive Care Unit (ICU). 
He also works at managing chronic 
disease to reduce the burden of dis-
ease and lessen suffering for those 
near the end of their life. Marc said 
that “the most rewarding aspect of 
my career is diagnosing and im-
proving people’s lives.” 

One challenge Marc encoun-
tered while completing his stud-
ies was combining and integrating 
“the western medicine paradigm 
with my Indigenous paradigms and 
ways of knowing.”

Marc was able to overcome this 
challenge by meeting with other In-
digenous physicians, to ensure that 
his learning objectives were met, 
advocacy roles were pursued and 
that Indigenous issues were taught, 

explored and addressed.
Marc does not take his position 

as a physician lightly as he is aware 
that “the physician-patient relation-
ship is unique and [a] powerful one 
that has the potential to greatly im-
prove the patient’s health through 
prevention and treatment.” 

submitted by
Kelly Honsberger,
MNO Employment & Training Coordinator

MNO Success Story: 
MNo citizen gives back to 
his community as a physician



The Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) benefits immensely from the dedicated volunteers who 
are members of its chartered community councils. These hard-working individuals spend 
hundreds of hours building and strengthening their Métis communities. MNO councils are the 
cornerstone of a strong foundation for the MNO in its push toward its inherent right to self-
government. Since June, the following MNO community councils have had elections. Thanks 
and congratulations go to all the candidates who participated in these elections and to the new 
council members listed below:

Council Corner

∞
MNo ottAWA ReGioN  

MétiS CoUNCiL
President

Benny Michaud

Senator
Parmallia Burgie

Women’s Representative
Amanda Bison

Youth Representative
Iain best

Councilor
Tony Belcourt

∞
MNo GReeNStoNe MétiS 

CoUNCiL
President

William Gordon

Chair
Allen Gordon

Senator
Patsy Dryden

Women’s Representative
Kelly Camacho

Youth Representative
Christine Gillis

Councilor
Sandra Gillis

Ted Pile
Daniel Rancourt

∞
MNo AtiKoKAN MétiS 

CoUNCiL
President

Marlene Davidson

Senator
Brian Gouliquer

Secretary/treasurer
Sandra Gauthier-Poelman

Women’s Representative
Larraine Gauthier Stromberg

Councilor
Edwin Gouliquer
Blain Davidson

Bruce Foy
Don Foy

∞
MNo NoRtH CHANNeL  

MétiS CoUNCiL
President

Yvonne Jensen

Chair
Guy Laderoute

Senator
Blair Sterling

Secretary/treasurer
Jennifer Jensen

Women’s Representative
June Smart

Youth Representative
Taylor McNally

Councilors
Reg Bennett
Gary Foster
Jason Rydall

∞
MNo SUPeRioR NoRtH 
SHoRe MétiS CoUNCiL

President
Trent Desaulniers

Chair
Mike Renaud

Senator
Paul Turpin

Secretary/treasurer
Karen Ritchie

Women’s Representative
Deanna Cooper

Youth Representative
Laura Desaulniers

Councilor
Dawn Gionet

∞
MNo WiNDSoR-eSSex-KeNt 

MétiS CoUNCiL

President
Donna Grayer

Chair
Terry Desjardins

Senator
Jim Turner

Secretary/treasurer
Jon Rochon

Women’s Representative
Sharlene Lance

Youth Representative
Katie Baltzer

Councilors
Wilfred Rochon

Gary Lovell
Robert Desjardins

∞
MNo CLeAR WAteRS 

MétiS CoUNCiL

President
Jerry Clarke

Chair
George Fleury

Senator
Maryjane Buttenham

Secretary
Don Kennedy

Women’s Representative
Linda Winstanley

Youth Representative
Jarred Clarke

Councilor
Andrew Buttenham
Matthew Lymburner

Josh Clarke

∞
MNo CHAPLeAU MétiS 

CoUNCiL
President

David Hamilton

Chair
John Bruneau

Women’s Representative
Janique Labelle

Councilor
Chad Byce

∞
MNo GRAND RiVeR MétiS 

CoUNCiL
President

Jennifer Parkinson

Chair
David Skene

Senator
Carol Levis

Secretary/treasurer
Leslie-Anne Muma

Women’s Representative
Colleen Brunelle

Youth Representative
Rebecca Leitch

Councilor
Alicia Hamilton

∞
MNo tHUNDeR BAY MétiS 

CoUNCiL

President
Jean Camirand

Chair
Robert Graham 

Senator
Ken Simard

Women’s Representative
Lorelei LaForme

Youth Representative
Janine Landry

Councilor
Megan Tiernan

Karen Drake

∞
MNo GReAt LAKeS MétiS 

CoUNCiL

President
Peter Coture

Chair
Robert LeClair

Senator
John Van Wyck

Secretary
Helen Marietta

treasurer
James Neil Coture

Women’s Representative
Carla MacDonald Van Wyck

Councilor
Pat Van Wyck
Murray Hillyer

Obituary

Zakary Bergeron
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FAMILY & MILESTONES

  (L-R) MNO citizens Christine Bazley-Curran, Kathy 
Bazley and Arden Curran.

he family announces with great sorrow the passing 
of Zakary Bergeron on Saturday, September 24, 2016 

at the age of 23 years. Beloved son of Kenneth and 
Julie-Anne (née Guy) Bergeron of Hanmer. Cherished 

grandson of Claude & Yollande Bergeron and Adèle Guy 
(late Normand) all of Noelville. Dear brother of Shawn 
Bergeron (Danielle) of British Columbia. Sadly missed by 
his nieces and nephews Ryan, Kyra, Chase, EmmaLee, 
Adelynn and Joey. Lovingly remembered by many aunts, 
uncles, cousins, relatives, co-workers and friends. Zak was 
a Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) citizen and an avid hunter 
and fisherman. 

Donations can be made to the Canadian Diabetes Association.

It was a proud day for the 
Bazley-Curran Métis family 
when Arden Curran became 
the latest family member to 

receive her Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) citizenship. Arden’s mother 
Christine Bazley-Curran received 
her MNO citizenship last summer, 
following in the footsteps of her 
mother Kathy Bazley who also holds 
MNO citizenship.

“It was a very proud day for the 
three of us and our families,” Kathy 

says. “Ever since she was a baby and 
long before her citizenship became 
official, Arden accompanied me 
to many Métis cultural events and 
potlucks.” Arden has also shared 
information about Métis culture 
with her school and community 
groups, her grandmother says. 

Kathy says that three generations 
of women all receiving their MNO 
citizenship is a source of family 
pride and a chance to share cultural 
knowledge. “All three of us wear 
our sashes with great pride, and will 
continue to provide information 
where and when we can about the 
Métis.” 

submitted by
Kathy Bazley, MNO Citizen

Three generations recieve Métis 
Nation of Ontario citizenship

Proud Day



MARK YoUR CALeNDARS!
Locations set for the 2017-2019 MNo AGAs

The MNO would like to thank the respective MNO Community Councils for their interest 
in hosting the AGA!  After concluding the largest MNO AGA in our 23 year history this 

past August, we are excited to see what the future has in store for our Métis Nation!  More 
information on the MNO AGA will be posted on the MNO website as it becomes available.

2017 – Kenora
2018 – Peterborough

2019 – Sault Ste. Marie

The Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) is excited to announce the locations of 
the next three MNO Annual General Assemblies (AGAs)!
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Back By Popular Demand!

métis nation of ontario 
CANoe exPeDitioN

MAY - AUGUST 2017

as part of the Métis Nation of Ontario’s (MNO) 
contribution to the commemoration of the 150th 
anniversary of Confederation, the MNO is staging 
another exciting MNO Canoe Expedition. This summer 
a group of modern Voyageurs, following historic fur 
trade routes, will travel the length of Ontario to educate 
Ontarians and Canadians about Métis contributions to 
Canada and the continued role of Métis people and 
communities in the contemporary social, cultural and 
political realities of Ontario and Canada.

the 2017 MNo Canoe expedition is both a once-
in-a-lifetime adventure and the best summer job 
ever! While immersed in the great outdoors, Métis 
youth selected for the Expedition will learn about their 
culture and heritage and share their amazing journey 
both with communities along their route and with 

MNO citizens everywhere through social media. Within 
a few months the MNO will be looking for proud Métis 
youth who are ready to challenge themselves in an 
epic canoe trek; ready to connect Métis communities 
with their past and future; and ready to learn skills that 
will help them secure future jobs and advance their 
careers. 

Summer jobs as part of the MNO Canoe Expedi-
tion will be posted on the MNO website in the coming 
months. We will be looking for one experienced Expe-
dition Guide as well as a communications member, a 
crew of paddlers/presenters and two ground support 
personnel.

If you are interested in more information, 
please contact Scott Carpenter, MNO Manager 
of Education, Way of Life and Special Projects:  
SCottC@MetiSNAtioN.oRG

To get a sense of what a MNO Canoe Expedition is like, please visit: 
www.metisnation.org/programs/education-training/canoe-expedition-2014

STARTING MAY 2017
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  Manitoba Metis Federation’s Live-In 
Family Enhancement (LIFE) Program 
helps to keep Métis families together. 
(source: Manitoba Metis Federation)

  The Round Prairie branch of the 
Saskatoon Public Library’s is set to 
open December 2016.   
(source: Saskatoon Public Library)

  Founders of the Belcourt-Brosseau 
Métis Awards: (L-R) Dr. Herb 
Belcourt, Georges Brosseau, Q.C. 
and Orval Belcourt.   
(source: Alberta Native News)

  (L-R) Bruce Dumont (former MNBC 
President), Victoria Pruden (MNBC 
Provincial Women’s Chair), the 
Honourable John Rustad (Minister 
of Aboriginal Relations and 
Reconciliation, BC), Clara Morin Dal 
Col (MNBC President) and Marc Dalton 
(Parliamentary Secretary for Métis 
Relations). (source: BC Government News)

Across the Homeland

 Manitoba
The Manitoba Metis Federation’s (MMF) 
Child and Family Services organizations 
have recently made national news for pro-
viding an innovative program that helps 
keep children out of the Child Welfare Sys-
tem. Canada has some of the highest rates of 
children in care in the world; on any given 
day, there are more than 10,000 Manitoba 
children in care.

MMF’s Live-In Family Enhancement 
(LIFE) program offers a unique alternative 
to the apprehension and removal of children 
from their families. The program focuses 
on keeping families together by providing 
the services of a trained foster parent who 
lives with the family and is therefore able 
to provide 24/7 support. This live-in men-
tor works with parents to help restore the 
strength, health and well-being of all fam-
ily members and to ensure that there is ad-
equate care provided to children.

The LIFE program was developed in 
2008 by the Métis Child, Family and Com-
munity Services Agency and is now in the 
process of being expanded into the jurisdic-
tion of their sister agency--Michif Child and 
Family Services Agency, which serves north-
ern and western Manitoba..”
 Source: Manitoba Metis Federation website - 
www.mmf.mb.ca and Metis Child, Family and 
Community Services website - www.metiscfs.
mb.ca 

 Saskatchewan
The Saskatoon Public Library’s newest 
branch —Round Prairie branch is set to open 
in December 2016. The Library drew inspi-
ration from the Métis people of Saskatch-
ewan when naming its newest branch. On 
November 16, 2016, the Library announced 
that the 5,000 square foot library, set to 
open in December near Preston Avenue on 
Hunter Road, will be named Round Prairie 
branch.

“We knew that we wanted to honour 
Indigenous people with the naming of this 
new facility,” said Saskatoon Public Library 
CEO Carol Cooley.

The library system has “firmly commit-
ted” to answer many of the calls to action 
from the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion, she noted.

“The naming of this branch is one step in 
our journey, and we are proud to honour the 
legacy of the Round Prairie Métis.”

La Prairie Ronde — or Round Prairie — 
Métis were a community of buffalo hunters 
who established a wintering site near Dakota 
Whitecap in the late 1800s. In the 1920s 
and 1930s, many migrated to Saskatoon for 
work. Over the next two decades, they es-
tablished a permanent community near the 
site of the new branch in Stonebridge before 
the Crown forced them to relocate. 
Source: Saskatoon Star Phoenix

 Alberta
Since 2001, the Belcourt-Brosseau Métis 
Awards have provided more than $6 million 
in student funding to 1,000 Métis Alber-
tans—the largest non-governmental source 
of funding for Métis students in Canada. 

After liquidating their housing portfolio, 
which provided affordable housing for Métis 
families in Edmonton and Calgary, business 
partners and cousins Orval and Dr. Herb Bel-
court along with Georges Brosseau, poured 
$13 million into an endowment fund to help 
Métis Albertans pursue post-secondary edu-
cation. Contributions have since come from 
partners such as Telus, Enbridge, Syncrude, 
Alberta Health Services and individual do-
nors. In 2016, the fund delivered $625,000 
in awards to 158 recipients.

“It’s grown exponentially and beyond 
our wildest dreams,” said Georges Bros-
seau, Q.C. “It’s a wonderful thing to be able 
to help our Métis people who were histori-
cally the forgotten people, to help them get 
an education.”

Applicants must be Métis, demonstrate 
financial need and intend to pursue a pro-
gram of study in Alberta. But their interests 
are far-reaching—alumni include doctors, 
engineers of all kinds, lawyers, artists, a fu-
neral director and an aerospace engineer!
Original article by Alex Migdal, Postmedia 
Content Works

 British Columbia 
On November 16, 2016, the British Colum-
bia (BC) Government renewed their com-
mitment of working with Métis Nation Brit-
ish Columbia (MNBC) through the signing 
of the Métis Nation Relationship Accord II. 

The Accord was first signed in 2006 and 
set out objectives to address health, hous-
ing, education, economic opportunities, 
Métis identification, data collection and op-
portunities for a tripartite relationship with 
the federal government. In addition to re-
committing to the original objectives, the 
updated Accord references the Daniels deci-
sion and includes four additional subjects: 
children and families, information sharing, 
justice, and wildlife stewardship.

The BC Government also acknowledged 
the importance of Louis Riel as one of the 
foremost historical Métis leaders by pro-
claiming November 16 as Louis Riel Day. 
Many joined to witness the raising of the 
Métis flag at the BC Parliament Buildings in 
Victoria.

“As the new president of Métis Nation 
BC, I am heartened by the provincial gov-
ernment’s willingness to recommit to work-
ing together to make life better for every 
member of the Métis community in B.C.,” 
said MNBC President Morin Dal Col.
Source: Province of British Columbia and Métis 
Nation British Columbia 



The night skies are mine to adore,
I spread my wings and freely sore.
I am peaceful in my silent flight,
Royal and resplendent, especially at night.

Sound enhanced, my ears so in tune,
the trees are my friends, and so is the moon.
I watch while nature scurries about,
below my talons, no doubt.

Wisdom is not all that makes one wise,
I hear my owlets, hunger cries.
I clutch, amass and grasp up too,
young plumage, ever changing hue.

Soon the skies will be yours to wander,
A great noble nocturnal hunter.
Rest oh wise one, siesta in light,
by darkness comes your silent flight.

Silent Flight
submitted by
Anne Huguenin
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Building the MNo team
KeLLY CAMPAGNoLA
Senior Policy Analyst
Toronto

Kelly Campagnola 
grew up in South Por-
cupine—a small com-
munity east of Tim-
mins, Ontario. She 
obtained an Honours 
Bachelor of Arts in 
Environmental Stud-
ies from Wilfrid Laurier University in 2011 
and a Juris Doctor from the University of 
Ottawa in 2014. Kelly was called to the 
Ontario Bar in 2015. 

Kelly will be assisting with the MNO 
Commission on Métis Self-Government 
and Reconciliation. She volunteers with 
the MNO Toronto and York Region Métis 
Council with community events and helps 
draft grant applications. Kelly was heav-
ily involved with the Indigenous Students’ 
Association at the University of Ottawa, 
serving as President in her final year. Kelly 
has been featured as an Indigenous role 
model in the Future Further campaign and 
also appeared on an episode of The Agenda 
with Steve Paikin called “Being Métis”. 

Kelly joins the MNO from TD Bank 
where she articled and was Assistant Man-
ager of External Legal Services. There she 
gained valuable experience with consul-
tation as well as drafting and implement-
ing policy. Kelly is a huge fan of podcasts, 
reading, being active, the outdoors and red 
wine. Submitted by Wenda Watteyne, Acting 
Chief Operating Officer

JeFF WARNoCK
Senior Policy Analyst
Toronto

Jeff Warnock is origi-
nally from Tay Town-
ship, a community 
just outside of Pene-
tanguishene. He grad-
uated from the Uni-
versity of Western 
Ontario Faculty of 
Law, where he was on the Dean’s List and 
was selected as Valedictorian of his gradu-
ating class. While attending Western Law, 
Jeff dedicated a significant amount of his 
time to studying alternative methods of 
dispute resolution and Indigenous na-
tionhood. Prior to attending law school, 
Jeff completed a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
(Honours) in Political Science at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo and took part in an in-
ternational exchange to study European 
politics at Newcastle University in New-
castle Upon Tyne, England.

Jeff ’s prior experience includes over 
two years of legal practice in the areas of 
intellectual property litigation, corporate/
commercial litigation and employment 
law. Jeff also spent nearly six months with 
the Mental Health Commission of Canada 
(the Commission) providing strategic ad-
vice in the areas of policy development 
and stakeholder relations, with a particu-
lar focus on the Commission’s engagement 
strategy with First Nations, Inuit, and 
Métis communities. Submitted by Wenda 
Watteyne, Acting Chief Operating Officer

tANeCiA RoDRiGUez
Employment Counsellor
Oshawa

The MNO is pleased 
to welcome Tanecia 
Rodriguez to the po-
sition of Employment 
Counselor. She will 
be working out of the 
MNO Oshawa office.

Tanecia obtained a 
Bachelor of Arts in Cultural Studies from 
Trent University in Peterborough. 

She lives in Oshawa with her husband 
and three children. In her position as Em-
ployment Counselor, she will be working 
closely with clients throughout Region 8. 
Submitted by Jennifer St. Germain, Director 
of Education & Training

ALiSHA KABA
Research Project Coordinator
Toronto

The MNO is pleased 
to welcome Alisha 
Kaba to the position 
of Research Project 
Coordinator with the 
Healing and Well-
ness branch. She will 
be working out of the 
MNO Toronto office.

Alisha holds a Bachelor of Arts (Hon-
ors) in International Development Studies 
and a Master of Science degree in Global 
Health. Alisha’s background is in com-
munity-based research, community de-
velopment, population health and health 

promotion. She spent two years working 
internationally with underserved commu-
nities in Uganda. 

Alisha is excited to join the MNO team 
where she will be working on a collabor-
ative research project to identify barriers 
and facilitators of access to cancer sup-
ports and services for Métis people in On-
tario. Submitted by Wenda Watteyne, Direc-
tor of Healing & Wellness

KAtHLeeN JAMeS
Finance Branch Administrative Coordinator
Ottawa

The MNO is pleased 
to welcome Kathleen 
James to the position 
of Finance Branch 
Administrative Coor-
dinator. She will be 
working out of the 
MNO Ottawa office. 

Kathleen is new to 
the Ottawa area and is originally from Sud-
bury. She received a Law Clerk Diploma 
from Ontario Business College in Sudbury 
and has First Nation Status. She brings a 
background in administration, finance, 
and client services in health care, govern-
ment, and private industries, including the 
administration and delivery of First Nation 
grant programs for fishery and natural re-
source based projects and initiatives.

Kathleen looks forward to being of ser-
vice to the MNO and using her knowledge 
and experience to benefit the MNO and 
its citizens. She loves good jokes, good 
stories and good hearts and is excited to 
begin this new adventure! Submitted by 
Mary Jessop, Director of Finance

Patient advocacy can often 
be complicated by the 
power dynamic that can 
occur in patient and 

health care provider relationships. 
When ill, patients can be vulnerable 
when communicating with their 
health care team and are often 
afraid of upsetting the people who 
have power over their health. As a 
patient, having an advocate that can 
attend medical appointments with 
you, can help you feel empowered 
and more confident when speaking 
with your health care team.

There are several things a 
Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) 
Community Support Services (CSS) 
Coordinator can do to advocate for 
an individual’s health care needs:

Firstly, have someone attend 
a medical appointment with 
you. After all, two pairs of ears 
are better than one. It also makes 
it easier to discuss concerns with 
your medical team when having 

the moral support of someone else. 

Ask your support person to 
take notes on your behalf. That 
way, if you miss anything your 
health care team has to say, you 
will have notes to refer to. 

Do some research about 
your medical condition. The 
more you know about your illness, 
the better prepared you will be. 

Ask for clarification. If you 
do not understand what is being 
said, ask them to explain it to you 
again. Do not leave until you are 
confident you understand what is 
being said. 

Finally, write a list of 
questions before attending your 
medical appointment, so you 
do not forget anything. Be polite, 

but firm with your health care 
team. The MNO CSS Coordinator 
can ask questions on your behalf if 
you are uncomfortable in doing so. 

Following these steps can help 
you reach your health care needs 
and goals. Do not be worried about 
how your doctor feels about you 
having an advocate with you. Your 
health is your number one priority 
and having someone in the room 
that will be firm in asking questions 
to ensure everything is clear is more 
important than how the doctor 
feels. 

Having an advocate with you 
can ease the stress of attending 
medical appointments, which can 
be daunting at times. The MNO 
CSS Coordinators are willing and 
happily available to advocate for 
their clients. 

submitted by
Sabrina Roy,
MNO Community Support 
Services Coordinator

Advocacy at medical appointments
Métis Nation of Ontario ∞ Community Support Services 

We are delighted to welcome Kelly, Jeff, Tanecia, Alisha and Kathleen to the MNO team and encourage 
you to introduce yourself and show them some of our wonderful MNO hospitality!!!
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The Métis are a people with a 
close connection to the land and 
water, and the health of Métis 
people and the vibrancy of the 

Métis way of life are dependent on the 
health of the ecosystem. The Métis also 
have common values of conservation and 
stewardship for natural resources and 
ecosystems; sustainable use and conserva-
tion of natural resources helps ensure that 
future generations will be able to practice 
the Métis way of life. 

Unfortunately, a number of species in 
Canada are under threat from a wide range 
of stressors. Over the years, this has led to 
government action to try and protect such 
species. One such initiative is the federal 
Species at Risk Act (SARA). There are more 
than 500 plant and animal species at risk 
in Canada (according to the Committee 
on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada), and more than 11,000 through-
out the world.

The information below provides some 
information on the Act and about species 
at risk in general.

the Purpose of SARA

The purposes of the Act are to prevent 
Canadian indigenous species, subspecies, 

and distinct populations from becoming 
extirpated or extinct, to provide for the 
recovery of endangered or threatened spe-
cies, and encourage the management of 
other species to prevent them from becom-
ing at risk.

Below are some of the most prevalent 
environmental factors contributing to spe-
cies decline:

•  Habitat Loss and Degradation
•  Genetic and Reproductive Isolation
•  Suppression of Natural Events
•  Environmental Contamination
•  Over harvesting and excessive trade
•  Climate Change
•  Disease
•  Invasive Species

The species at risk information above is 
located on the SARA Registry: www.regis-
trelep-sararegistry.gc.ca. If you would like 
further information on SARA, please visit 
the SARA Registry website. If you would 
like to share information, please contact 
Markus Tuohimaa, Traditional Knowledge 
Coordinator, at 1-800-256-2595 or by 
email at markust@metisnation.org.

Migratory Birds

Some species of migratory birds are an 
important source of food for Métis people 
in Ontario. These species, as well as other 
migratory birds, are part of the intercon-
nected ecosystems that support the Métis 
way of life and the well-being of the Métis 

people. 
Environment and Climate Change Can-

ada is responsible for migratory birds and 
it focuses its efforts on monitoring species 
status and trends, protecting high-quality 
habitat, identifying species that need more 
attention, ensuring that data and analysis 
is broadly shared to inform research and 
conservation, and tracking the success of 
species management activities.

This year, Canada and the United 
States are celebrating 100 years of partner-
ship of conservation of migratory birds in 
North America. The Migratory Birds Con-
vention was signed in 1916 between the 
two countries to address the serious issues 
that were surrounding migratory birds.

Overuse of natural resources, habitat 
destruction and unregulated harvest for 
various industries was devastating the pop-
ulations of migratory birds which included 
the extinction of the passenger pigeon; 
once the most abundant bird species in 
North America.

Today, the conservation efforts between 
Canada and the US has seen successes in 
protecting and conserving bird species 
and habitats, but several challenges still lie 
ahead. Visit the Migratory Birds Conven-
tion webpage to learn eight ways you can 
help to conserve migratory birds: https://
goo.gl/5wKv2r. 

SPECIES AT RISK

Migratory Birds and the Métis Way of Life

More information on migratory birds can be found on the Migratory Birds page on the Environment and Climate Change Canada’s website: 
http://www.ec.gc.ca/nature/. 

Here are ten simple and concrete 
things that you can do to help 
protect species at risk:

1.  Learn as much as you can about species 
at risk: explore the SARA website, join 
an environmental group, and visit parks, 
zoos, and botanical gardens that house 
species at risk.

2.  Offer your help to teams working to 
recover species at risk in your area. They 
sometimes need a helping hand for 
specific activities.

3.  Install bird feeders, especially in places 
where there are very few mature trees.

4.  Grow native plants in your garden, while 
making sure to buy them from producers 
that do not harvest them directly from the 
wild.

5.  Question residential area plans that could 
destroy the habitats of species at risk.

6.  Reduce your contribution to the 
greenhouse effect: walk, ride a bicycle, 
or take public transportation to work. 
Choose an economical car, or carpool.

7.  Do not use pesticides around the home.
8.  When travelling, remember that it is 

sometimes illegal to bring back, without 
a permit, souvenirs made from plants and 
animals.

9.  Reduce, reuse and recycle. Consume less 
and buy from companies that are involved 
in protecting the environment.

10.  Respect laws and regulations regarding 
species at risk.

Effective November 8, 2016, the Métis Nation of 
Ontario (MNO) Welland office relocated
to the following address:

3250 Schmon Parkway Unit 1a
thorold, oN L2V 4Y6

This office will now be known as the MNO Thorold 
office. The office was be fully operational as of Monday, 
November 14, 2016. The new phone number is 905-
682-3487 and the fax line is 905-682-1646. 

The MNO Niagara Region Métis Council is also based 
out of this new location.

the MNo Welland 
office has moved!

submitted by
Brian tucker
MNO Associate Director 
of Education and Way of Life
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Métis nation of ontario CoMMission on

UPDATE AND SCHEDULE:

MNO Great Lakes Métis Council Tuesday February 28
MNO Georgian Bay Métis Council Wednesday March 1
MNO Moon River Métis Council Thursday March 2

MNOYC Saturday March 4
MNOVC Saturday March 4
WSMNO Sunday March 5

MNO Clear Waters  Métis Council Monday March 20
MNO Grand River Métis Council Tuesday March 21
MNO Windsor-Essex-Kent Métis Council Wednesday March 22

MNO High Land Waters Métis Council Monday March 27
MNO Ottawa Region Métis Council Tuesday March 28
MNO Mattawa Métis Council Wednesday March 29
MNO North Bay Métis Council Thursday March 30

MNO Historic Sault Ste. Marie Métis Council Monday April 3
MNO North Channel Métis Council Tuesday April 4
MNO Sudbury Métis Council Wednesday April 5

MNO Credit River Métis Council Wednesday April 26
MNO Niagara Region Métis Council Thursday April 27

MNO Chapleau Métis Council Tuesday May 2
MNO Timmins Métis Council Wednesday May 3
MNO Northern Lights Métis Council Thursday May 4
MNO Temiskaming Métis Council Friday May 5

MNO Atikokan and Area Métis Council Sunday May 7
MNO Northwest Métis Council Monday May 8
MNO Sunset Country Métis Council Tuesday May 9
MNO Kenora Métis Council Wednesday  May 10

MNO Greenstone Métis Council Wednesday May 17
MNO Superior North Shore Métis Council Thursday May 18
MNO Thunder Bay Métis Council Friday May 19

Commissioners  meeting with Staff Saturday June 3
Commissioners  meeting with Staff Sunday June 4

PCMNO and Commissioners Friday June 23
PCMNO and Commissioners Saturday June 24

Session Day Month Date

Métis Rights 
   Self-Government

  The members of the Métis Nation of Ontario Commission on Métis Rights and Self-Government: (Left to right) Paul Robitaille, Karen 
Drake, Kim Powley, Senator Marlene Greenwood, MNO President Margaret Froh, Pearl Gabona, Nelson Montreuil and Victor Brunelle.

The Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Commission on Métis 
Rights and Self-Government is 
geared up to begin province-

wide community engagement sessions 
beginning in February and ending in 
May.

The commission will visit all 29 
MNO Community Councils as well as 
the MNO Youth Council, MNO Veterans’ 
Council and the Women’s Secretariat 
of the MNO (WSMNO) to discuss: 
key Métis governance 
issues; how we can 
better reflect Métis 
community identity 
and culture within our 
governance; protecting 
the environment; and 
how we can move 
forward on harvesting, 
mobility, and self-
government.  There will 
be various ways that our 
citizens can engage with 
the Commission and 
share their thoughts. Every citizen of the 
MNO is welcome to participate in these 
important discussions. 

The creation of the MNO 
Commission is both timely and 
significant. The stars are aligned for 
Métis in Ontario with recent watershed 
events including the Daniel’s decision, 
the Isaac Report and supportive 
federal and provincial governments, 
that are the culmination of decades of 
dedicated effort and reflect the collective 
aspirations of the Métis Nation. These 
events provide opportunities for once-
in-a-generation advances on Métis 
rights, Métis land claims and modern 
day Métis treaties with the Crown.

To prepare for these discussions, 
we are working diligently with the 
Commissioners as well as the PCMNO 
to put together background resources 
for our communities and citizens, which 
will be distributed in advance of the 
sessions. These resources will be made 

available through the MNO website and 
through local MNO offices.

A draft schedule of community 
engagement sessions is included below; 
please visit the MNO website frequently 
as the Commission work progresses 
over the coming months.

I look forward to attending each of 
the community engagement sessions 
and hearing directly from citizens 
across Ontario. At the conclusion 
of the province-wide consultations, 

the findings of the 
Commission will be 
presented in a What We 
Heard Report that will 
contribute substantially 
to the MNO’s ongoing 
e ffor t s  to  extend 
and build upon the 
remarkable achievements 
of the past 20 years in 
advancing Métis rights 
and self-government.

The What We Heard 
Report will be presented 

at the Annual General Assembly in 
2017 and will greatly assist the MNO in 
moving forward with the MNO’s Métis 
rights and self-government agenda in 
the years to come. We will work together 
to consolidate the accomplishments of 
those who have come before us, and to 
lay a solid foundation for those who will 
follow.

Your voice as a citizen of the Métis 
Nation of Ontario is important and we 
look forward to your participation with 
the MNO Commission on Metis Rights 
and Self-Government in the coming 
months. Please join us when we are 
in your community and be a part of 
developing this vision for our nation.

M. Margaret Froh
President, Métis Nation of Ontario

The Commission 
will visit all 29 

MNO Community 
Councils as well 

as the MNO Youth 
Council, MNO 

Veterans’ Council 
and the Women’s 
Secretariat of the 

MNO.
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The MNO Georgian Bay Métis Council’s wreath that was 
laid at a local Remembrance Day ceremony.

Barrie

(L-R) MNO veterans Sharlene Lance (MNO 
Windsor-Essex-Kent Métis Council [WEKMC] 
Women’s Representative), Matthew 
Bombardier (MNO Infinite Reach Facilitator), 
and Shelly Claus (MNO Veterans’ Council 
Women’s Representative) salute at a 
Cenotaph after laying a wreath. 

Belle River

On November 6, 2016, Don 
Kennedy, C.D. (MNO veteran and 
MNO Clear Waters Métis Council 
[CWMC] Secretary), laid a wreath 
on behalf of the MNO CWMC at 
the Glanbrook Cenotaph.

Binbrook

Yvonne Jensen (MNO North Channel Métis Council [NCMC] 
President) attended a local Remembrance Day ceremony 
with MNO NCMC Senator Blair Sterling (not pictured).

Blind River

(L to R) Rob Baskey (MNO Veterans’ Council Sergeant-at-Arms and Ontario 
Provincial Police Officer) proudly wears his Métis sash with Kieran Hiland 
(Police Constable), William Soloman (Auxiliary Constable), Brett Bowman (Police 
Constable), and Dan Michaud (Sergeant).

Moosonee

The MNO CWMC wreath (far right) is placed beneath the 
Glabrook Cenotaph.

Binbrook

Moosonee

A collection of Remembrance Day wreaths from the Moosonee ceremony.

Throughout the province, Métis Nation 
of Ontario (MNO) veterans and citizens 
attended Remembrance Day ceremonies 
to remember those who made the ultimate 

sacrifice for the freedom we enjoy today. In solemn 
remembrance of our fallen comrades, many MNO 
wreaths were laid at these local ceremonies. 

Below is a collection of several pictures of MNO 
veterans and citizens attending local Remembrance 

Day ceremonies.
The MNO Veterans’ Council would like to 

acknowledge all of those that sent pictures to the 
MNO Veterans’ Council. We thank all of you for your 
service.

We Shall Remember Them.
Lest We Forget. 

submitted by
Joseph Paquette
MNO Veterans’ Council President

Remembrance Day 
throughout the province: 
MNO veterans and citizens remember

ISSUE no. 93, DECEMBER 2016

Remembrance Day & Veterans
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(L-R) Ed Brown (Six Nations) and Don 
Kennedy, C.D. (MNO veteran and MNO 
CWMC Secretary).  (L-R) Brian Crowthers (Sergeant), Joseph Paquette (MNO Veterans’ Council President), and Erick.

Mount Hope Port Credit

Members of the MNO Historic Sault Ste. Marie Métis Council and MNO Citizens attend a 
Remembrance Day ceremony.

Sault Ste. Marie

On November 6, 2016, 16-year-old Métis 
youth Ciara Lannigan (pictured above) took 
part in a Remembrance Day ceremony held 
in Tiverton. Since she was in preschool, Ciara 
has attended Remembrance Day ceremonies 
with her grandmother Kathleen Lannigan, 
Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) citizen and 
MNO Regional Employment and Training 
Coordinator, and her parents Shawna 
Hamilton and MNO citizen Patrick Lannigan.

 Ciara is a Cadet in Kincardine. Her great 
grandfather John Lannigan was with the 
Royal 22nd Regiment during the liberation 
of Holland during WW II. The family is proud 
of his service and grateful for his safe return. 
The family is also very proud of Ciara.

Tiverton

On November 10, 2016, MNO veterans 
Matthew Bombardier (MNO Infinite Reach 
Facilitator), Shelly Claus (MNO Veterans’ 
Council Women’s Representative), and 
Sharlene Lance (MNO WEKMC Women’s 
Representative) attended a Remembrance 
Day ceremony on Bkejwanong Territory, 
Walpole Island First Nation.

Walpole Island Windsor

(L-R) Gary Lovell (MNO WEKMC Councilor), 
Wayne Smith, M.B., (MNO veteran), Shelly 
Claus (MNO Veterans’ Council Women’s 
Representative) and Sharlene Lance (WEKMC 
Women’s Representative) attended the 
local Remembrance Day ceremony. Also in 
attendance, were Robert Desjardins (MNO 
WEKMC Councilor) and Donna Grayer (MNO 
WEKMC President).

Windsor

Canadian flags were displayed in the ground in Windsor in honour of the lost soldiers. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2016
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  (L-R) Richard Lefebvre, C.D. (MNO citizen), Ethan Lefebvre, and Clément Chartier (Métis National 
Council President). 

  Todd Ross, Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) veteran and MNO Toronto and York Region Métis 
Council Chair (Interim), lays a wreath on behalf of the MNO, at the base of the monument at 
Queen’s Park in Toronto.

Every year on November 
11, Métis from across the 
homeland participate in 

Remembrance Day ceremonies. It 
is very important for Métis to be a 
part of these ceremonies because 
we have contributed to the defence 
of Canada as far back as the War of 
1812 as well as in both World Wars, 
the Korean Conflict, peacekeeping 
missions and most recently, in 
Afghanistan. 

Over the years, many Métis have 
served and many have made the 
ultimate sacrifice. By making the 
Métis presence felt at Remembrance 
Day services, we show our respect 
for all veterans and we remind all 
Canadians of Métis service and 
sacrifices.

Since 2004, the Métis Nation of 
Ontario (MNO) has laid a wreath at 
the National War Memorial in Otta-
wa during National Remembrance 
Day ceremonies. This year, MNO 
citizen Richard Lefebvre, C.D., who 

served in the military for close to 33 
years and retired as a Master War-
rant Officer, was asked to lay the 
wreath, with the assistance of his 
grandson Ethan.

“It is an extreme honour to rep-
resent my fellow Métis veterans,” 
said Lefebvre. “I think it is impor-
tant to let the public know that 
there are Métis veterans who have 
proudly served in the past and are 
still serving.”

Lefebvre assisted his daugh-
ter, Chief Warrant Officer (CWO) 
Jaime Lefebvre, C.D., L.L.B. and 
his grandson Ethan with the laying 
of the wreath last year. Ethan is in 
the Royal Canadian Air Cadets and 
plans to follow in the footsteps of 
his mother and grandfather, both of 
whom are MNO citizens, and join 
the army.

Lefebvre says that he is proud 
to wear his sash on November 11th 
every year and is happy that the 
Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) has 
had regulations in place since 2011 
to ensure that Aboriginal members 
are able to practise their specific 
Aboriginal customs and traditions, 

such as the wearing of the Métis 
sash, with their uniforms.

Lefebvre has been an important 
advocate for Métis veterans as he 
has been laying a wreath on behalf 
of the MNO for the past eight years 
at the National Military Cemetery 

at Beechwood in Ottawa during the 
National Memorial Ride (NMR). 
The NMR is an annual commemo-
rative event that brings together 
motorcycle enthusiasts and sup-
porters on the first Sunday of June 
to remember and commemorate 

Canada’s fallen veterans. This event 
was started by the National Memo-
rial Riders and was taken over by 
the Royal Canadian Legion. Lefeb-
vre’s group is the only motorcycle 
group allowed in Beechwood cem-
etery.  

by MNO Staff
with files from legion.ca

Métis veteran honoured to represent the 
MNO on Remembrance Day

For the sixth year in a row, 
the Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Veterans’ Council 

had the honour of being personally 
invited by the Office of the Premier 
of Ontario to the Remembrance 
Day ceremony at Queen’s Park in 
Toronto. Representing the MNO at 
this ceremony were MNO veterans: 
Harvey Horlock; Todd Ross, MNO 
Toronto and York Region Métis 
Council Chair (Interim); and, Alis 
Kennedy, MNO Veterans’ Council 
Senator. Although it was a bit chilly, 
the sun was shining, which made the 
ceremony quite enjoyable. 

Among the special dignitaries 
at the ceremony were: the Honour-
able Kathleen Wynne, Premier of 

Ontario; the Honourable Dr. Caro-
lyn Bennett, Minister of Indigenous 
and Northern Affairs.

The opening prayer was provid-
ed by Elder Garry Sault from Mis-
sissauga’s New Credit Nation. Elder 
Sault also provided a song toward 
the end of the ceremony. The Pre-
mier as well as the Honorary Lieu-
tenant-General Richard Rohmer, 
O.C., C.M.M., O.Ont., D.F.C., C.D., 
Q.C. – Canada’s most decorated 
soldier and Brigadier-General S.M. 
Cadden, Commander 4th Cana-
dian Division. Each spoke at the 
ceremony. 

On behalf of the MNO, Chair 
Ross placed the Métis wreath at 
the base of the Veterans Memorial 

monument. Chair Ross made us very 
proud! This year, marks the 10th 
anniversary of monument.

As only a handful of veterans are 

invited every year to join the VIP 
section, and so it has always been an 
honour and privilege for the MNO 
Veterans’ Council to take part in 

the Remembrance Day ceremony at 
Queen’s Park. 

submitted by
Dr. Alis Kennedy, O.Ont, C.D., O.M.C.
MNO Veterans’ Council Senator

MNO Veterans’ 
Council attends 
Remembrance 
Day ceremony 
at Queen’s Park
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  (L-R) Jon Rochon (MNO WEKMC Secretary/Treasurer), Wilfred 
Rochon (MNO veteran and MNO WEKMC Councilor), and Sienna 
Rochon (granddaughter of Wilfred Rochon).

  (L-R) Robert Desjardins (MNO Windsor-Essex-Kent Métis Council [WEKMC] Councilor; Joseph 
Paquette (MNO Veterans’ Council President); Sharlene Lance (MNO WEKMC Women’s 
Representative), Terry Desjardins (MNO WEKMC Chair), Steve Cadotte (MNO citizen), Shelly Claus 
(MNO Veterans’ Council Women’s Representative), Wilfred Rochon (MNO WEKMC Councilor), 
Jim Turner (MNO WEKMC Senator), Donna Grayer (MNO WEKMC President), Jon Rochon (MNO 
WEKMC Secretary/Treasurer), Garry Lovell (MNO WEKMC Councilor), Peter Rivers (PCMNO Region 
9 Councilor).

  (L-R) Joseph Paquette (MNO Veterans’ Council President) 
presents Sharlene Lance (MNO WEKMC Women’s 
Representative) with a Louis Riel Certificate.

On the heels of Remembrance Day, 90 year old World War II 
(WWII) veteran and Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) Windsor-
Essex-Kent Métis Council (WEKMC) Councilor Wilfred Rochon 

gave a presentation to Grade Four students at St. Pius X Catholic 
Elementary School in Tecumseh on November 21, 2016.  

Dressed in full regalia, Wilfred shared his personal experience of 
WWII with the very curious students. Wilfred also talked about his work 
as one of the founding members of the MNO WEKMC and his role as the 
Council’s first President. At the end of presentation, he was more than 
happy to answer the many questions from the class. 

During his presentation, Wilfred was accompanied by his son Jon 
Rochon, who is also the MNO WEKMC Secretary/Treasurer, as well as his 
granddaughter Sienna Rochon. Sienna, who was no doubt very proud of 
her grandfather and all of his accomplishments, proudly wore her Métis 
sash to school that day.  

submitted by
Jon Rochon,
MNO Windsor-Essex-Kent Métis Council Secretary/Treasurer

MNO WWII 
veteran 
speaks to 
students

On September 28, 2016, 
the Métis Nation of 
Ontario (MNO) Windsor-

Essex-Kent  Mét is  Counci l 
(WEKMC) presented a certificate 
of appreciation to Wilfred 
Rochon, MNO veteran and the 
MNO WEKMC Councilor, for his 
dedication and commitment to 
the Council. Councilor Rochon 
has been a dedicated volunteer to 
the Council for a number of years; 
he was one of the founders of the 
Council and is a past President.

A few weeks later on November 
13, 2016, the MNO WEKMC held 
a Remembrance and Louis Riel 
Community meeting, where sev-
eral MNO veterans were presented 
with Louis Riel medals and certifi-
cates. It was decided by the Coun-
cil that in order to emphasize the 
Council’s gratitude to Councilor 
Rochon, they would again present 
him with the certificate of appre-
ciation during this special meeting.

The meeting began with MNO 
veterans being led in by a piper 
and a Colour Guard, which includ-
ed MNO Infinite Reach Facilita-
tor Matthew Bombardier. MNO 
WEKMC Senator Jim Turner then 
led guests in an opening prayer. 
MNO WEKMC Councilor Garry 
Lovell next took to the stage to 
read a message from MNO Presi-
dent Margaret Froh addressed to 
the veterans, where she stated:

“On behalf of the Métis Nation 
of Ontario, it is with great honour 
that I convey this message pay-
ing tribute to our Métis veterans 
in the Windsor area. As we gather 
this month to mark Remembrance 
Day and commemorate Louis Riel 
Day we are reminded of those that 
have given so much to protect our 
freedom.”

President Froh’s words were 
very heart felt and appreciated by 
all. Each MNO veteran received a 
copy of President Froh’s speech to 
take home with them. 

MNO Veterans’ Council Presi-
dent Joseph Paquette next led the 
presentation of Louis Riel certifi-
cates and medals to the following 
MNO veterans: Sharlene Lance 
(MNO WEKMC Women’s Rep-
resentative), Shelly Claus (MNO 
Veterans’ Council Women’s Repre-
sentative), Terry Desjardins (MNO 
WEKMC Chair), Steve Cadotte 
(MNO citizen). Recipients who 
were absent from the meeting 
include Wayne A. Smith and Wil-
liam (Bill) Majovsky. As President 
Paquette handed out the awards, 
he told a personal story about each 
one of the veterans.

Jon Rochon, MNO WEKMC 
Secretary/Treasurer and son of 
Councilor Rochon, next read a let-
ter addressed to Councilor Rochon 
from President Froh thanking him 
for his service to Canada and the 
MNO WEKMC. In the letter, Presi-
dent Froh stated:

“I want to take this opportunity 
to acknowledge you for your self-
less service as a veteran of World 
War II, for that leadership that you 

brought home to your commu-
nity as a founding council mem-
ber of the Windsor-Essex-Kent 
Métis Council, and for your years 
of dedication to the Métis Nation 
volunteering on council and with-
in the community. Your leadership 
has been greatly appreciated and is 
being celebrated by many today.”

MNO staff members from the 
MNO Windsor office hosted a deli-
cious turkey lunch for guests. After 
lunch, a meeting was called to 
order. PCMNO Region 9 Council-
or Peter Rivers was kept busy with 
many questions concerning issues 
and upcoming events for this area. 
The discussion was great and the 
pumpkin pie definitely sweetened 
up the meeting!

At the end of meeting, Presi-
dent Paquette was presented with 
a gift to thank him for making the 
trip out to Windsor for this spe-
cial ceremony. President Paquette 
was left momentarily speechless 
and was very appreciative at the 
thought that went into this. The 
meeting was very well attended 
with the focus being on the grati-
tude towards our MNO veterans. 
On to the next event! 

MNO Council recognizes 
the work of Métis veterans
submitted by
Donna Grayer
MNO Windsor-Essex-Kent Métis 
Council President
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  The Honourable Carolyn Bennett (left), Minister of Indigenous 
and Northern Affairs, holds the MNO Veterans’ book 
presented by Alis Kennedy, MNO Veterans’ Council Senator.

  (L-R) Joseph Paquette (MNO Veterans’ Council President), Her Honour Elizabeth Dowdeswell, 
O.C., O.Ont. (Lieutenant Governor of Ontario), Dr. Alis Kennedy, O.Ont., C.D., O.M.C. (MNO 
Veterans’ Council Senator), and Guy Mandeville, C.D. (MNO Veterans’ Council Chair).

  The MNO Veterans’ Council proudly hold Eagle feathers gifted to them at the 2016 AGA in North 
Bay. (L-R) Shelly Claus, Women’s Representative; Guy Mandeville, C.D., Chair; Joseph Paquette, 
President; Greg Garratt, Secretary; and Dr. Alis Kennedy, O.Ont., C.D., O.M.C., Senator. Missing 
from picture: Robert Baskey, Sergeant-at-Arms. (Photo provided by: Greg Garratt).

On September 6, 2016, Alis 
Kennedy, Métis Nation of 

Ontario (MNO) Veterans’ Council 
Senator, was invited to attend an 
event at a Toronto Synagogue. 
Senator  Kennedy proudly 
displayed her Métis pride at the 
event by wearing a Métis sash pin. 

Upon hearing that the Hon-
ourable Carolyn Bennett, Minis-
ter of Indigenous and Northern 
Affairs, would be in attendance, 
Senator Kennedy decided to bring 
three copies of the MNO Veterans’ 
book—Fighting For Canada Before 

There Was A Canada: Ontario Métis 
Veterans Pass the Torch. 

After the event, Minister Ben-
nett, who recognized Senator Ken-
nedy from the MNO’s Annual Gen-
eral Assembly this past August, 
approached Senator Kennedy. Sena-
tor Kennedy jumped at the oppor-
tunity to present Minister Bennett 
with the MNO Veterans’ book on 
behalf of the MNO Veterans’ Coun-
cil. Minister Bennett was delighted 
to receive the book. Senator Kenne-
dy also asked Minister Bennett if she 
could give a copy of the book to the 
Honourable Harjit Sajjan, Minister 
of National Defence, and the Hon-
ourable Kent Hehr, Minister of Vet-
erans Affairs, to which she said she 
would be honoured to do so. 

submitted by
Dr. Alis Kennedy, O.Ont., C.D., 
O.M.C.
MNO Veterans’ Council Senator

Veterans’ Senator 
Kennedy presents the 
MNO Veterans’ book 
to Minister Bennett

On October 5, 2016, the Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) Veterans’ 
Council met with the Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, O.C., 
O.Ont., Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. This special meeting was 

arranged by Joanne Meyer, MNO Director of Intergovernmental Affairs. 
After a brief interview was completed, a copy of the MNO Veterans’ 

book – Fighting For Canada Before There Was A Canada: Ontario Métis Vet-
erans Pass the Torch – was presented to Her Honour in acknowledgement 
of her support of the book. Her Honour had graciously provided a let-
ter of endorsement, which was published in the MNO veterans’ book in 
August 2015. 

MNO Veterans’ 
Council meet with 
Lieutenant Governor 
Dowdeswell
submitted by
Joseph Paquette, MNO Veterans’ Council President

The Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Veterans’ Council 

received a great honour at this 
year’s AGA in North Bay when they 
were each presented with an Eagle 
feather. The feathers were a gift by 
the MNO Veterans’ Council newest 
representative, Shelly Claus, who 
serves as Women’s Representative. 

Claus chose to present the 
Council with this special distinc-
tion to recognize their many accom-
plishments over their last four-year 
term. In particular, she wished to 
recognize their unwavering com-
mitment to honour and acknowl-
edge Métis veterans and their pass-
ing of the torch of remembrance to 

Métis youth. 
A few of the Council’s recent 

accomplishments include: the pub-
lishing of the MNO veterans book, 
Fighting For Canada Before There 
Was A Canada: Ontario Métis Veter-
ans Pass the Torch; their attendance 
at the Welland Museum grand 
opening with 105 year old Métis 
veteran Alex Boucher; the presen-
tation of the Korean Ambassador 
for Peace Medal to Métis veteran 
Jack Cadeau; the 100th anniversa-
ry of Vimy Ridge project and many 
more! 

“It takes teamwork, dedication, 
personal money and time to pull 
these and other events together,” 
said Greg Garratt, MNO Veterans’ 
Council Secretary and MNO Region 
7 Captain of the Hunt. “I look for-
ward to working with the Council 
and highlighting all the Métis veter-
ans in upcoming events.” 

submitted by
Greg Garratt
MNO Veterans’ Council Secretary 
and Region 7 Captain of the Hunt

MNO Veterans’ Council 
honoured with Eagle 
feathers at 2016 AGA

It takes 
teamwork, 
dedication, 
personal 
money and 
time to pull 
these and 
other events 
together.”
– Greg Garratt

MNO Veterans’ Council
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  The MNO Georgian Bay Métis Council and PCMNO representatives show off the mugs presented to 
them by the MNO Veterans’ Council: Back row (L-R): Bernice Paradis, Councilor; Danielle Callander, 
Secretary; Joanne Secord, Councilor; Pauline Richardson, PCMNO Region 7 Councilor; Ray Bergie, 
PCMNO Senator; Tricia Paradis; Councilor; Michael Duquette, Councilor. Front row (L-R): David 
Dusome, President; Larry Ferris, Chair; Patricia Taylor, Women’s Representative.

  Grade 3 students from Moosonee Public School stand with (L-R) Kieran Hiland (Police Constable), 
Sharon Ross (Site Manager, Native Friendship Centre), Elder Rachel Chakasim and Rob Baskey (MNO 
Veterans’ Council Sergeant-at-arms) at the “Every Child Matters” walk.

  Derrick Pont (middle), MNO Niagara Regional Métis Council 
President, carries the 1812 banner while Joseph Paquette 
(right), MNO Veterans’ Council President, carries the Métis flag 
during the inaugural unveiling of the Landscape of Nations: Six 
Nations and Native Allies Commemorative Memorial event.

The Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Veterans’ Council 
have started a campaign 

to recognize the efforts of MNO 
Community Councils to support 
the Vimy Ridge project. Métis 
veterans and youth will attend the 
2017 Vimy Ridge remembrance 
service taking place in Ottawa to 
mark the 100th anniversary of this 

important historical event.
The MNO Georgian Bay Métis 

Council (GBMC) have always been 
a great supporter of the MNO Vet-
erans’ Council and its initiatives, 
including: programs with youth 
and the first-ever MNO Veterans’ 
book. The MNO GBMC also pre-
sented the MNO Veterans’ Coun-
cil with a decorated canoe paddle 
at their Annual General Meeting in 
2012. The paddle was designed as 
part of a project that brought Métis 
youth and elders together and 
included Danielle Callander, MNO 
GBMC Secretary. 

“The work of the veterans 
would be much more difficult 
without community support such 
as [that shown from the MNO] 
GBMC and other Communi-
ty Councils,” said Greg Garratt, 
MNO Veterans’ Council Secre-
tary and MNO Region 7 Captain 
of the Hunt. “For this, the veter-
ans salute our supporters and say 
thanks again!” As a way of showing 
their appreciation, the MNO Veter-
ans’ Council presented the MNO 
GBMC with special mugs that say 
“Veteran Supporters.” 

submitted by
Greg Garratt
MNO Veterans’ Council Secretary 
and Region 7 Captain of the Hunt

MNO Veterans’ Council 
salutes the MNO GBMC

This past September, Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) 
Veterans’ Council Sergeant-

at-Arms Rob Baskey, participated 
in Northern College’s Every Child 
Matters walk. During the walk, 
participants were encouraged to 
wear orange shirts to commemorate 
and remember those impacted by 
residential schools.

The walk was co-sponsored 
by the Timmins Native Friend-
ship Centre (Moosonee Site). The 
keynote speaker at the walk was 
residential school survivor Elder 
Rachel Chakasim. Rachel’s daughter 
Sharon Ross, who is the Site Man-
ager at the Timmins Native Friend-
ship Centre, also attended the walk. 
Both Rachel and Sharon made 

very emotional testimonies on the 
impact residential schools had on 
their family.

Every year September 30th is 
declared Orange Shirt Day; in rec-
ognition of the harm the residen-
tial school system did to children’s 
sense of self-esteem and well-being. 
Orange Shirt Day grew out of Phyl-
lis (Jack) Webstad’s story of having 
her shiny new orange shirt taken 
away on her first day at a residen-
tial school. 

submitted by
Rob Baskey, MNO Veterans’ Council Sergeant-at-arms
with files from orangeshirtday.org

MNO Veteran participates in walk to 
honour residential school survivors

On October 2, 2016, the 
Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Veterans’ Council 

had representation at the unveiling 
of the Landscape of Nations: 
Six Nations and Native Allies 
Commemorative Memorial event 
held at Queenston Heights Park in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

This event commemorated 
the Six Nations Peoples and their 
Native Allies who participated in 
the War of 1812. The Métis were 
recognized as being their allies and 
participated in the Commemora-
tive event by flying the Métis flag 
and their 1812 banner as part of 
the Veterans’ Honour Guard. The 

Métis flag was carried by Joseph 
Paquette, MNO Veterans’ Council 
President, and the 1812 banner 
was carried by Derrick Pont, MNO 
Niagara Region Métis Council 
President; such pride in people’s 
hearts!

The MNO was included in 
this commemorative event thanks 
to the efforts of MNO citizen 
Michele-Elise Burnett, who is also 
the daughter of MNO founding 
member Suzanne Rochon-Bur-
nett, and Brian Kon, MNO Niag-
ara Region Métis Council Council-
lor. Both Burnett and Kon were a 
part of various committees who 
helped with the planning of this 
event. The MNO Veterans’ Coun-
cil would like to thank all of the 
organizers and volunteers that saw 
this great project to fruition. 

submitted by
Joseph Paquette
MNO Veterans’ Council President

MNO reps attend 
the Landscape of 
Nations memorial 
event

MNO Veterans’ Council
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  (L-R) Shelly Claus (left) (MNO Veterans’ Council Women’s 
Representative) and Sharlene Lance (MNO Windsor-Essex-Kent 
Métis Council Women’s Representative).

  (L-R) Guy Mandeville C.D., MNO Veterans’ Council Chair; Dr. Alis Kennedy, O.Ont., C.D., O.M.C., MNO 
Veterans’ Council Senator; the Honourable Dave Levac, Official Speaker of the Ontario Legislature 
and MPP for Brant; and, Joseph Paquette, MNO Veterans’ Council President.

  The roundabout off Glenridge Avenue and the roadway 
near Mackenzie Chown in Saint Catharines is now called 
Suzanne Rochon-Burnett Circle after MNO citizen Dr. 
Suzanne Rochon-Burnett, C.M., O.Ont.

Over the past year, 
fundraising for the Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) 

Veterans’ Council’s Vimy Ridge 
Project have been going strong! 
This project includes many special 
activities that will help mark the 
100th anniversary of the battle of 
Vimy Ridge.

Throughout the year, sisters 
Shelly Claus, MNO Veterans’ 
Council Women’s Representa-
tive, and Sharlene Lance, MNO 
Windsor-Essex-Kent Métis Coun-
cil Women’s Representative, have 
been busy organizing various 
events to support the Vimy Ridge 
Project. Some of the events they 

have planned include a steak din-
ner, raffles, loonie/toonie auctions 
and much more! 

“Over 100 people attended 
the steak dinner, we sold out of 
tickets for the raffle prizes and 
approximately 85 people attended 
each auction,” said Shelly.

The MNO Veterans’ Coun-
cil would like to thank all of the 
MNO citizens, friends and fami-
lies that bought tickets and donat-
ed prizes and money. They would 
also to thank all of the volunteers 
for their help at these events, 
especially Shelly and Sharlene for 
all of their fundraising efforts. 

To learn more about the MNO 
Veterans’ Council Vimy Ridge 
Project, please visit the MNO 
website. 

submitted by
Joseph Paquette
MNO Veterans’ Council President

MNO citizens 
continue to support 
the Vimy Ridge 
Project

On October 4, 2016, the 
Métis Nation of Ontario 
(MNO) Veterans’ Council 

attended a special ceremony at 
Brock University to officially 
rename the Glenridge roundabout 
to Suzanne Rochon-Burnett Circle 
after MNO citizen Dr. Suzanne 
Rochon-Burnett, C.M., O.Ont. The 
street naming ceremony was one 
of three Indigenous-themed events 
held at Brock University’s campus 
on October 4. 

Suzanne was a founding mem-
ber of the MNO and was instru-
mental in the advocacy for Métis 
recognition, both at the provincial 
and federal levels. Named to the 
Order of Canada and the Order 
of Ontario, Suzanne was a mem-
ber of the Canada Council and 
was awarded an Honorary Doctor-
ate by Brock University where she 
served on the Board of Trustees. 

She was a recipient of a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the 
National Aboriginal Achievement 
Foundation and the first woman 
inducted into the Aboriginal Busi-
ness Hall of Fame. 

Suzanne passed away in 2006. 
To honour her memory and rec-
ognize her outstanding service as 
a volunteer, in 2006, the MNO 
named Suzanne as the first recipi-
ent of the inaugural Volunteer of 
the Year Award, which now bears 
her name.

“Suzanne dedicated much 
[of her] time to the Métis here in 
Ontario and we will not forget 
her dedication,” said Joe Paquette, 
MNO Veterans’ Council President. 
“We thank Suzanne Rochon-Bur-
nett for the many personal and 
business accomplishments, for 
the contributions to Brock Uni-
versity, and her efforts for the bet-
terment of Aboriginal students at 
Brock and across the country. Hav-
ing personally known Suzanne, 
she was a great mentor, achiever, 
supporter and most of all a good 
friend.” 

Earlier that morning, the MNO 
Veterans’ Council also attended 

a ceremony at the Cairns Fam-
ily Health and Bioscience Research 
Complex to officially open the 
Brock Healing Garden. Heal-
ing gardens are green spaces that 
offer a therapeutic setting where 
visitors can sit to reduce stress. At 
the ceremony, Michele-Elise Bur-
nett, MNO citizen and Suzanne’s 
daughter, had the opportunity to 
speak about her mother and Indig-
enous peoples.

Through the efforts of Michele-
Elise, Suzanne’s achievements con-
tinue to be recognized. Michele-
Elise currently sits on Brock 
University’s Board of Trustees and 
is clearly following in her mother’s 
footsteps and living her legacy.

The MNO Veterans’ Council 
also attended the third event at 
Brock University, which was the 
official opening of the Aboriginal 
Student Services office’s new loca-
tion, which is now on the north-
east corner of Market Hall. 

“All in all,” says President 
Paquette, “it was a very emotional 
day, accompanied by many memo-
ries, friends and great weather.” 

submitted by
Joseph Paquette
MNO Veterans’ Council President
adapted from a story by  Kevin 
Cavanagh that appeared at 
brocku.ca

MNO Veterans’ Council 
attends the Suzanne 
Rochon-Burnett street 
name unveiling

Representatives of the Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) 
Veterans’ Council recently 

met with the Honourable Dave 
Levac, the Official Speaker of the 
Ontario Legislature, MPP for Brant 
and a proud Métis. 

During their visit, the MNO Vet-
erans’ Council presented Speaker 
Levac with the MNO Veterans’ book 
– Fighting for Canada before there was 
a Canada: Ontario Métis Veterans 
Pass the Torch – as a way of thanking 
him for his support of this project. 

Speaker Levac provided a formal 
letter of endorsement which was 
published with the book in 2015. 

Following the presentation, 
the MNO Veterans’ Council were 
honoured to be invited by Speak-
er Levac for lunch in the Speaker’s 
Suite. Conversation over their meal 
included the positive impact that 
the MNO Veterans’ Council have 
made over the years and will con-
tinue to make moving forward. It 
was also discovered that Speaker 
Levac and members of the MNO 
Veterans’ Council share some of the 
same ancestors going back to the 
1600s. It was a very exciting end to 
a wonderful visit! 

submitted by
Joseph Paquette
MNO Veterans’ Council President

Veterans’ Council meet 
with Speaker of the 
Ontario Legislature

MNO Veterans’ Council



                   Do you already own a home, but it’s in need of repair? 

       FIMUR 2014/20  
 

 

 

 

          Do you dream of owning your own home? 

  Do you qualify for a mortgage, but you just can’t  

             seem to save up the down payment? 

 

       
 

 

 
 

Apply today by calling or emailing us at cconnor@oahssc.ca or kbenford@oahssc.ca   

We will send you an application and explain how the program works. 

You do not need to provide proof of your ancestry or have a Status, Métis or Inuit Card to apply and qualify. 

ASSISTED HOME OWNERSHIP PROGRAM HOME REPAIR PROGRAM 
A forgivable loan opportunity providing up to $30,000 to assist 

individuals and families in the purchase of an Off-Reserve home in 
Ontario (outside of the GTA).  Applicants should be low to moderate 
income, qualify for a mortgage and may not own real estate at the 

present time.  You do not have to be a first time home owner.   
Priority applicants include people escaping situations of violence and 

living in Social Housing.   

A forgivable loan opportunity providing up to $25,000 to assist low to 
moderate income homeowners to repair their Off-Reserve homes.  
Applicants are reviewed in order of receipt.  Priority will be given to 
homes with emergency repair such as health and safety concerns, 

accessibility repairs, energy efficiency upgrades and those below the 
poverty level.  

 

 

 

           

 

Details:   www.OntarioAboriginalHousing.ca     or call    1.866.391.1061 and ask for FIMUR program 

           Do you identify yourself as a First Nation, Métis or Inuit person? 

ASSISTED HOME OWNERSHIP & HOME REPAIR 
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  MNO Veterans’ Council Chair Guy Mandeville, C.D. (back row, far left) and PCMNO Region 6 
Councilor Tom Thompson (back row, far right) with youth from the 10th Tweed Girl Guides Unit.

 MNO Veterans’ Council Chair Guy Mandeville, C.D. (second 
from left) presents Sergeant Euper (second from right) from 81 
Construction Engineer Flight with a brass plaque commemorating 
the completion of the Caribou Lodge.

On October 18, 2016, Métis 
Nation of Ontario (MNO) 
Veterans’ Council Chair 

Guy Mandeville, C.D., and PCMNO 
Region 6 Councilor Tom Thompson 

paid a visit to the 10th Tweed Girl 
Guides Unit to lead a workshop on 
Métis history and culture in Ontario. 
The 10th Tweed Girl Guides are a 
multi-branch unit with members of 
all ages from the different branches, 
which include Sparks, Brownies, 
Guides, Pathfinders and Rangers. 

Mandeville and Thomp-
son brought along MNO Métis 

Education Kits to assist them with 
their presentation, which Man-
deville says was an asset. The 
youth asked many excellent ques-
tions, which both Mandeville and 
Thompson were more than happy 
to answer. Overall, the presentation 
was a very rewarding experience 
for all involved.

submitted by
Guy Mandeville, C.D.
MNO Veterans’ Council Chair

Girl Guides get a glimpse 
of Métis culture

On October 18, 2016, 
Métis Nation of 
Ontario (MNO) 
Veterans’ Council 

Chair Guy Mandeville, C.D., 
was proud to attend the opening 
ceremony of Caribou Lodge at the 
Three Sisters Aboriginal Garden in 
Trenton. 

The Lodge is a simulated long-
house structure that will provide a 
place for Indigenous personnel to 
conduct ceremonies and interact 
with their cultures. It is located in 
the Three Sisters Garden behind 
the Officers’ Mess at the 8 Wing 
Canadian Forces Base.

At the ceremony, Mandeville 
gave a speech of appreciation for 
the outstanding work of Sergeant 
Euper and the entire 81 Construc-
tion Engineer Flight (81 CEF) 
staff. He also presented Sergeant 
Euper with a commemorative 
brass plaque to hand at the Lodge.

Groundwork on the project 
began in December 2015 with the 
laying of a concrete foundation. 

The Lodge was completed less 
than a year later on September 8, 
2016. Sergeant Euper and the 81 
CEF members dedicated many 
hours of extensive research to 
understand the significance of a 
traditional longhouse, and while 
it wasn’t possible to construct one 
on the CFB Trenton site, the Cari-
bou Lodge effectively represents 
many traditional features.

The thought and care put into 
the project is obvious, from the 
ranch board exterior siding used 
to make it look rustic to the sky-
lights that were used to simulate 
the holes that allowed the fire pit 
smoke to escape. Near the end of 
the project, the 81 CEF personnel 
worked many long hours to reach 
its completion. This included 
starting their shifts earlier than 
normal in order to lay the shingles 
during the cooler hours of the day. 

submitted by
Guy Mandeville, C.D.
MNO Veterans’ Council Chair
with files from Ross Lees, Contact Trenton

MNO Veterans’ 
Council recognizes 
work of 81 CEF

Caribou 
Lodge 
completed at 
CFB Trenton

MNO Veterans’ Council


