
April 1, 2021

Dear Fellow Governing Members and Members of the General Assembly,

As the President of the Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO), I am writing to make the Métis National Council 
(MNC) General Assembly aware of the MNO’s decision to initiate court proceedings against the actions of 
Clément Chartier when he was the MNC President as well as actions he has taken in the name of the MNC 
since the expiry of his term almost a year ago.  

We anticipate that the MNO will file these documents in the courts in the coming days.  I am writing to the 
MNC General Assembly prior to court action in order to show respect, as well as to ensure our litigation 
does not come as a surprise to any of you.  We also want to explain to you why we are taking this course of 
action. And, most importantly,  how we still hope that we can ultimately find a way forward within the Métis 
Nation to deal with these issues.  

We want to be crystal clear: the MNO will continue to stand up for its rights and interests as a MNC Govern-
ing Member, in the same way every other Governing Member would if they were being treated this way.  

The facts of Métis history, the MNO, the Supreme Court of Canada’s decision in Powley -- the first break-
through in the courts on Métis rights -- are not going anywhere.  

We need to find a way forward.  The MNO remains committed to this.

I also want to thank all the citizens and leadership from the Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF), Métis Nation-
Saskatchewan (MN-S), Métis Nation of Alberta (MNA) and Métis Nation British Columbia (MNBC) who have 
publicly or privately expressed their support to the MNO.  We are grateful to those who believe the Métis 
Nation is more than just a handful of individuals, and who want to ensure all Métis Nation governments, 
communities and citizens are treated fairly and respectfully.

We need the MNC General Assembly to know that the MNO did not take its decision to turn to the courts 
lightly. However, it has become apparent that we have no other option. The MNC is effectively controlled by 
Mr. Chartier and MMF President David Chartrand, along with a handful of consultants. We have attempted to 
respectfully engage on these issues within the MNC for years now, but Chartier/Chartrand steadfastly refuse to 
allow the MNO’s perspective to be heard, and now regularly exclude our participation within the MNC without 
regard to the MNC Bylaws, the will of the MNC General Assembly and without legal authority to do so.

Two recent developments have informed our decision to file these court documents.
  



Firstly, I recently wrote to the MNC after becoming aware that it was holding a second Métis Nation Citi-
zens Forum on Identity and Citizenship.  I requested an opportunity to present the MNO perspective on 
these issues, including, explaining the process that led to the MNO and the Government of Ontario jointly 
announcing the recognition of seven historic Métis communities in Ontario in August 2017. This was espe-
cially important since the MMF’s bought and paid for reports conveniently exclude historic facts as well as 
the perspectives of Métis communities that do not support their pre-determined conclusions.  

True to form, I received no response from the MNC to this request and the agenda for the forum was only 
posted at the last minute.  By and large, the forum simply repeated the usual misinformation and positions 
of Chartier/Chartrand, while Chartier/Chartrand took turns disparaging other Métis governments as well as 
elected Métis leadership who may not agree with them. 
 
These one-sided meetings and forums do nothing to address the important issues the MNC faces.  These 
one-sided approaches only widen false divisions being created within the Métis Nation, that some Métis 
leaders then exploit to maintain absolute control based on misinformation.  If people are so confident in 
their positions, why not create space for healthy, principled and factual conversations where we can strive to 
find a mutually agreeable solution?  It is clear that this space will never be created without some judicial clar-
ity on the MNC’s governance.

Secondly, the MNO has been extremely reluctant to initiate litigation because, as noted above, we truly 
believe the legitimate way forward is based on the collective will of the Métis Nation itself.  We know full well 
that Chartier/Chartrand will immediately blast the MNO with the allegation that we are running to the “colo-
nial courts” to seek remedies instead of respecting Métis law, customs and traditions.  However, these two 
individuals have recently publicly encouraged Clara Morin Dal Col to turn to the “colonial courts” instead of 
respecting Métis law, as set out in the Constitution of the Métis Nation British Columbia.  

Mr. Chartier himself has recently turned to the “colonial courts” in Saskatchewan to attempt to allow any-
one who simply self-identifies as Métis, without any proof of Métis Nation ancestry, to vote in the upcoming 
MN-S elections.  This position is quite shocking and seems to contradict the very positions Mr. Chartier rails 
against for other purposes, but he has turned to the courts nevertheless.

On both of the matters set out above, the MNO will respect how these issues are ultimately resolved by 
those Métis governments.  However, if the “colonial courts” are good enough for Mr. Chartier, President 
Chartrand and Ms. Morin Dal Col to answer fundamental questions about Métis self-government for their 
purposes, then they are good enough to answer legal questions about the MNC Bylaws and try to reset the 
deadlock at the MNC. 

We know that following our court filing, the Chartier/Chartand communications machine, paid for by the mil-
lions of dollars the MNC receives, will kick into full gear with further misinformation and spin.  Many of your 
Métis governments have had to deal with similar MNC misrepresentations over the last few years, so you will 
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appreciate why we won’t be bothering to fight back against the MNC’s “Trump-like” communication tactics 
or in the media.  These sort of media spectacles embarrass all of us, but some Métis leaders seek and relish 
this spotlight.  The MNO’s leadership does not.      

If you have further questions or concerns about this letter, please feel free to contact me.  As explained in 
my previous letter to the MNC General Assembly, the MNO has created a website with information and facts 
sheets on why the positions being taken by Chartier/Chartrand are simply not true. 

Please feel free to share and circulate this information to your citizens that may have questions about the 
MNO: www.metisnation.org/thefacts. 

In Métis Nationhood,

Margaret Froh
President, Métis Nation of Ontario
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