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Introductory Message about the Work within the Region 
 

The Huron-Superior Regional Metis Community is the historic, rights-bearing Metis community that emerged in 
the later 18th century at the heart of the Great Lakes. Our history here is long and beautiful and is interwoven with 

the history of our neighbouring communities in Georgian Bay, James Bay, Lakehead and Treaty Three and into 

Manitoba. Our history and culture here is strong – it has guided us and given use strength through the many 

generations we have endured this colonial experiment called Canada.  
 

The region is home to a thriving Metis community which is represented administratively by two community 

councils, namely the Historic Sault Ste. Marie Metis Council and the North Channel Metis Council. 
 

I am immensely proud of my family legacy in this community. Ancestors and relatives of mine participated in all 

the major events in the history of our community and as Regional Councillor, I work everyday to add to the 

collective legacy of our community.  
 

One of the moments in our history coincides with when we are gathering (virtually) this weekend. On September 

19th 2003, the Supreme Court told the world what we had always known, we are a people, and we have rights! 
I tip my hat today and remember Steve Powley and all he gave for the Nation. I also tip my hat to Roddy, Brenda, 

Kim, Paul, Evelyn and the whole Powley family for what they did for us all and to the MNO leadership for 

seeing the importance of this case and taking it up. As we approach the 20th anniversary of the Powley victory, 

the Sault Metis Council has secured Heritage Canada grant to fund a commemorative project – more information 

is in the report below.  

 

We have come through so much in our history as a community.  

 
When the troops arrived in Sault Ste. Marie in the fall of 1849, it began the process of silencing our community. 

The following year, the treaty commissioner formalized that silencing in his refusal to allow our ancestors to join 

the treaty negotiations. The ultimate insult came when the treaty commissioner’s promise was not fulfilled and we 

were given the “chance” to buy our own lands from the government who now claimed ownership of them. From 

this point, our long century of suffering began, losing our lands in the Sault – being displaced to the margins of 

the city, welcomed as refugees on the reserves by our Anishinaabe allies, children being taken to residential 
school and the total loss of our voice as a community, leaving us unable to prevent the burning of our village at 

Agawa Bay in 1968. 

 

The resurgence of our community began in the 1960’s and came to a climax when Steve, Roddy and the whole 

Metis Nation took on the oppression of the colonial system. Today we have our rights to harvest secured, our 

right to self-government guaranteed and it is for us to make of it what we will. The road ahead of us is long and 

not without hurdles, but I am confident that if we all pull together, we can do great things for our communities. It 
will be a long journey, but I am certain we will reach our destination. 

 

I am proud to offer this report on the highlights of the activities of this past year and I look ahead to another year 
of advancing our community.  

 
 

Highlight of Key Achievements   



Regional Implementation Agreement – In May, we signed our Regional 
Implementation Agreement, becoming the first and so far only region to sign our 
agreement at a public event. We hosted over 75 citizens on a zoom meeting where 
we signed our agreement and we had 4 of our young children sign as “honourary 
witnesses” as a symbol of our commitment as leadership to ensure we are building 
a regional government that will provide a solid future for our community.  
 
 
1850 Robinson Treaty Promise Campaign – On October 21st, Region 4 took time to 
acknowledge the 170th anniversary of the promises to protect the historic Sault Ste. 
Marie river lots. The day began with the leadership gathering at sunrise to pay 
tribute to our ancestors who worked to hard to protect those lands. This was 
followed by the issuing of a press release, and at noon the church bells in the Sault 
Ste Marie Metis Centre rang as a symbol of the voice of this community calling for 
justice. We also, with the help of the MNO put together an educational video which 
explains the history of the claims in the community.  
 
In July 2021, I met with the Canadian Prime Minister and pressed him on the need 
for a claims policy.  
 
In October 2021, we will relaunch and expand our public awareness campaign 
regarding the 1850 treaty promise. We are reaching out to other allies in the region 
to bring their voices to the conversation on this important issue.  
 
Region 4 COVID Response – Community Hunt – As a response to the COVID-19 
Pandemic, Region 4 applied to the Algoma Community Foundation for the 
Emergency Community Support Fund. Our application focused on centering Metis 
culture as the best way to help our citizens through the pandemic. Our application 
was successful and as of September we began rolling out our program. Through our 
efforts we were able to provide meat, fish and staples to over 300 households in our 
region. Plans are underway for a fall community harvest in 2021. 
 
Sault Ste. Marie Metis Center – It has been my honour and privilege to work 
alongside the Historic Sault Ste. Marie Metis Council for the last 5 years as they 
pursued their dream of a new community and cultural centre in Sault Ste. Marie. 
Since becoming Regional Councillor, I have had a whole new level of involvement in 
working with this amazing community to complete this project. Their handwork and 
determination has paid off and the community will soon have the full benefit of a 
brand new community centre which will feature a program and service delivery hub, 
programming space, kids games room, classrooms, meeting spaces, a outdoor green 
space and the first of its kind in Ontario Metis Cultural centre and museum. The 
Sault Council is excited it invite the community and eventually the whole MNO to 
celebrate this exciting development.  
 
Powley Case Commemoration Project – I was honoured to assist the Historic Sault 
Ste. Marie Metis Council in applying for a Heritage Canada grant to develop a 
permanent exhibit at the Sault Metis Cultural Centre to commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the Powley Case victory. In addition to the permanent exhibit in the 
Soo, there will be a documentary and traveling exhibit as our community’s gift to 
the MNO. 
 
North Channel Metis Council ELCC Camping kits – working with resources from the 
MNO ELCC fund the North Channel Metis Council provided camping kits to families 
in the community to help them spend time with their children on the land. This 
initiative is so important to the future of our community because it gets our kids out 
on the land where we belong. Historic Sault Ste. Marie Metis Council will soon be 
announcing their ELCC camps.  



 
Historical Timeline – With funding from the HSSMMC I am preparing and publishing 
an historical timeline that explains the history of our regional community and will be 
available to proponents, community partners and educational institutions  
 
Agawa Bay – we have begun the work of fighting for justice for our families affected 
by the burning of the Agawa Bay village. We have begun interviews with the elders 
who remember the village and the way the government’s agents torched our homes 
and left nothing standing. In August 2021, we were able to assist 2 of our elders, 
Bud Bussineau and Dolores Pinder to return to their childhood homes and tell the 
story of the village and when it was torched by Ontario Parks. As Regional Councillor 
I am committed to pursuing justice for our community and in particular the families 
that lost their homes. 
 

Highlight of Meetings / Conferences 
 
Regional Consultation Committee – the important work of the RCC has continued uninterrupted, working to 
protect the environment in our region and to ensure our interests are protected when those who seek to 
exploit our resources come knocking. Countless meetings with mining, forestry proponents and government 
regulators have taken place and strong positions have been taken to protect and defend our rights, interests 
and claims. 
As a member of PCMNO I serve on the following committees: 
 
MNO Self-Government Negotiations Committee 
MNO Cultural Commission Board 
Economic Development  
Great Lakes working group 
 

Projects Undertaken /Partnerships / Other Committee Participation 
Metis Week – in partnership with the Urban Indigenous Early On Centre, we will host our second annual “Metis 
Week” the week of Nov 16th. This will create a week’s worth of workshops and online content for the children 
served and families served by the EarlyON Centre. 
 
COVID-19 Vaccination – As soon as there was talk of a COVID-19 vaccine being approved, I began conversations 
with Algoma Public Health about ensuring the Metis Community in Region 4 was part of the planning process. 
APH became the first public health unit in Ontario to establish a relationship with MNO to ensure the full 
participation of the Metis community.  
 
Regional Cultural Strategy – we are undertaking to develop a survey to be sent out to all citizens in the region 
to get feedback on the development of a regional cultural strategy.  
 
Shingwauk Residential School Unmarked Graves – Kim Powley and I have been asked by the Historic Sault Ste. 
Marie Metis Council to sit on the working group led by the Shingwauk Residential School Survivors to begin the 
process of searching the grounds for unmarked graves. This work is ongoing.   
 
On Canada Day, members of North Channel Metis Council, Historic Sault Ste. Marie Metis Council and I 
attended the highway shut down in Serpent River First Nation to raise awareness of the unmarked graves being 
discovered at former Residential Schools across Canada.  
 
Huron-Superior Regional Metis Harvesting Restorative Justice Initiative – On Sept 11, 2021 we launched a first 
of its kind initiative in the Metis Nation where by the Huron-Superior Regional Community are establishing a 
restorative justice initiative to assert our jurisdiction to manage our own harvest. 7 community members were 
appointed to an inaugural harvesting restorative justice panel which will serve for 2 years to launch the 
initiative. Collectively, this panel have over 340 years of harvesting experience. Special thanks to Art Bennett, 
Chris Belisle, Sonny Goodchild, Courtney Vaughan, Chelsea McLeod, Brian Turpin and Todd Showan for taking 



on this work for the community. Special thanks to Captain of the Hunt Steve Gjos for leading this work with 
MNRF.  
 
Regional Food Security Strategy – Work is under way to develop a regional food sovereignty and food security 
initiative.  
 
Historic Claims and Grievances Working Group –  In early fall 2021, I will be appointing a Historic Claims 
Working Group to guide the development of a research strategy to begin to begin the necessary research 
needed for the advancement of our historic claims in the region, in particular the 1850 treaty promise and the 
Agawa Bay village burning. 
 
Regional Communications Strategy – work is being done to establish a regional communication’s strategy to 
improve the lines of communication between the elected leadership and the citizens of the region. 
 
Regional Tourism Strategy – Work is underway to look at the feasibility of developing a regional tourism 
strategy. These discussions include the Tourism Sault Ste Marie, the Great Lakes Watershed Conservancy and 
other tourism related organizations in the region.  
 
Resource Revenue Sharing – Working with other rights bearing regions and the MNO to secure a deal with 
Ontario on Resource Revenue Sharing. 
 
Regional Economic Development and Procurement Strategy – Work is underway on a regional economic 
development strategy and a metis procurement strategy.  
 
Sault Ste. Marie Downtown Plaza – Working with the HSSMMC and the City of SSM to ensure Metis history is 
represented at the new Downtown Plaza. 
 
Cultural Competency Training – we are working to create a Metis Cultural Competency training which we can 
deliver to organizations and institutions serving our communities. Organizations who will be provided with 
training opportunities q 
 
MNOYC – as former president of the MNOYC, I was honoured to be invited to speak at the MNOYC monthly Tea 
Series to discuss historic grievances and how young people can help their communities to advance these claims. 
I was also honoured to speak at the MNO Youth Leadership Conference about Identity and Nationhood.  
 

Other Comments 

 Preparing multiple funding applications to support new projects in the region including SSM Heritage 
Centre. 

 Working to develop regional fundraising strategy 

 Harvesting mobility and the Historic Sault Ste Marie Harvesting Territory northern boundary issue are 
of primary concern.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community 
hunt distribution 

Recording the stories of the 
burning of the Agawa Bay 

Village with elders Bud 
Bussineau and Dolores Pinder.



COVID Vaccine Clinic 
Opening Ceremony

With the Historic Sault Ste Marie Metis 
Council recieving the keys to the New 
SSM Metis Centre. More pictures of 

the new centre are below.



The New Hall

Entrance to the new 
Program and Service 

Hub 



Att

New hall and 
new service hub 

Attending a Highway shut down led by 
Serpent River First Nation. Was so great to 
see such a strong Metis contingent from 
both North Channel Metis Council and 
Historic Sault Ste Marie Metis Council 



Attending the vigil at the 
Shingwauk Residential School 

after the discovery of the 
unmarked graves at Kamloops. 

Meeting with SSM MP Terry Sheehan, 
and Prime Minister Trudeau about 
the importance of establishing a 

federal Metis claims policy



Preparing for our fall harvest 
celebration by picking some 
chokecherries to freeze and 

make jelly later this year.

I was honoured to be invited by the Metis 
Nation of Alberta to attend their AGA and 
speak on the history and importance of 
beadwork in our culture. Here I am with MN-
S president McCallum and MNA president 
Poitras



The New Sault Ste Marie 
Metis Hall - all set up for the 

first meeting of the 
Restorative Justice Panel

Elders on the Restorative Justice Panel 
discussing the importance of asserting 

this right. Left to right: Sonny 
Goodchild, Aret Bennett and Chris 

Belisle



 

 

The inaugural meeting of the Huron-Superior 
Regional Metis Community Harvesting Restorative 
Justice Initiative. Left to Right: Chris Belisle, Sonny 

Goodchild, Steve Gjos, Brian Turpin, Chelsea 
McLeod, Todd Showan, Courtney Vaughan, Art 

Bennett, Mitch Case and MNRF rep Darrin Seville


