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Introductory Message about the Work of the Captains of the Hunt 
The Captains of the Hunt (COTH) play an integral role in the management of the Métis harvest. One COTH is 
assigned to each of the MNO Regions within Ontario and is mandated by the MNO to implement the MNO 
Harvest Policy. The Captains of the Hunt determine the appropriate management of the Métis harvest 
and evaluate its progress on an ongoing basis. 
 
The COTH act as a direct line of communication between MNO Harvesters, the MNO, and the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF). They help manage the MNO harvest, support the implementation of 
the MNO-MNRF Harvesting Framework Agreement, and determine the appropriate management of the harvest 
in their respective Regions. The COTH also act as liaisons between Harvesters and the MNO in situations where 
charges have been filed. 
 
Duties of the COTH include: 

• Travel throughout their Region to work with MNO communities on harvesting-related matters; 
• Assist Harvesters in the completion of Harvester’s Certificate applications; 
• Review and sign Harvester’s Certificate applications prior to sending them to the Registry Branch 

for processing and final approval; 
• Verify that Harvesters can properly and safely employ firearms; 
• Answer inquiries from MNO citizens regarding harvesting rights and other matters related to 

harvesting; 
• Gather information on complaints and charges; 
• Act as liaisons between the MNO and Harvesters; 
• Act as a point of contact for MNRF Conservation Officers in their Region; 
• Prepare incident reports; 
• Ensure Harvesters are in compliance with the MNO Harvesting Policy; 
• Serve as a source of information on the Métis Way of Life and Traditional Knowledge; 
• Support the MNO’s work to implement the MNO Statement of Prime Purpose; 
• Support Harvester surveys and help to gather information on the number, species and location of 

animals taken by MNO Harvesters;  
• Sit as non-voting members of MNO Regional Consultation Committees; and, 
• Attend meetings of the Captains of the Hunt and advise on matters related to the MNO harvest 

and Harvest Policy. 

Captains of the Hunt 
 

Margaret Froh, Chief Captain of the Hunt 
Brian Tucker, Deputy Chief Captain of the Hunt 
Sandy Triskle, Region 1 Captain of the Hunt 
Philip McGuire, Region 2 Captain of the Hunt 
Andy Lefebvre, Region 3 Captain of the Hunt 
Steve Gjos, Region 4 Captain of the Hunt 
Denis Lefebvre, Region 5 Captain of the Hunt 
Lee Rivet, Region 6 Captain of the Hunt 
Greg Garratt, Region 7 Captain of the Hunt 
Jim Tolles, Region 8 Captain of the Hunt 
Peter Rivers, Region 9 Captain of the Hunt 

 



Contact information for all Captains of the Hunt are available on the MNO website at: 
http://www.metisnation.org/registry/harvesting/captains-of-the-hunt/contacts/    
 
In some Regions, a Captain of the Hunt Liaison has been appointed to assist the Captain in executing their 
duties.  Over the past year, Art Bennett, Greg Renaud, Victor Brunelle, and James Coture have all served as 
Liaisons. 
 

Highlight of Key Achievements   
Throughout the year, the Captains of the Hunt carried out their duties as listed above with a core objective 
of overseeing the MNO harvest and the implementation of the MNO Harvest Policy.  This work directly 
contributes to the upholding and implementation of the MNO-Ontario Framework Agreement on Métis 
Harvesting (the “Harvesting Agreement”) and is key to supporting MNO harvesters in exercising 
their communities’ right to harvest for food.  
 
A key part of this work is communicating with harvesters in order to answer questions as well as share 
information on the MNO harvest and Harvest Policy. Throughout the year, Captains of the Hunt reviewed and 
signed incoming Harvester Certificate applications and renewals and fielded many queries from potential and 
current MNO harvesters and other MNO Citizens. 
 
The Captains of the Hunt also played a pivotal role in dealing with incident-specific harvesting-related 
matters by liaising with MNO harvesters as well as MNRF enforcement as part of the implementation of the 
MNO-MNRF Communication Protocol. This work is conducted throughout the year on a case-by-case basis as 
matters arise. The Captains of the Hunt also continually build and maintain relationships with 
MNRF enforcement officers in their areas, and they continually work toward having an MNO harvest that is safe 
and sustainable.  
 
Over the past year, COVID-19 has impacted the harvest in many ways. There have been fire restrictions, access 
restrictions, infrastructure closures, and of course other public health measures that collectively had a 
substantive impact on many aspects of the harvest. The Captains of the Hunt have worked to support and 
provide information to our Harvesters whenever possible on harvest-related COVID matters.  
 

Highlight of Meetings / Conferences 
Captains of the Hunt meetings were held by video conference on June 25, 2020, July 14, 2020, and January 25, 
2021.  A wide range of topics were discussed relevant to the oversight of the MNO harvest, including regional 
harvesting updates, harvester reporting, incidental cabins, harvest survey reporting and incident-specific 
harvesting matters.  
 
As a part of their meetings, the Captains of the Hunt also often discuss other ongoing matters relevant to Métis 
harvesting (e.g., implementation of the MNO Harvest Policy and Harvesting Agreement, mobility, MNO 
Harvesting Areas, wildlife populations, etc.). Legal updates on harvesting related topics as well as case law 
updates are often provided during full Captain of the Hunt meetings. 
 

Project Undertaken / Partnerships / Other Committee Participation 

Each regional Captain of the Hunt participates as a member of their Regional Consultation Committee, 
which works to ensure that the Duty to Consult and Accommodate is meaningfully implemented in areas where 
MNO communities assert s. 35 rights. 
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