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May 30, 2022

Jennifer St. Germain

Chief Strategy Officer

Métis Nation of Ontario

Re: Ontario Provincial Election 2022 – Questions to Political Parties

Dear Jennifer,

Thank you very much for sending your questionnaire to the Ontario Greens. These are important

questions and we really appreciate the opportunity to share our thoughts. Please find a response on

behalf of the party below.

Sincerely,

Madeleine Crist

Office Manager

Green Party of Ontario

Métis Nation of Ontario Questionnaire

1. Will your party commit to working directly with the MNO and its governing institutions on a

government-to-government basis on issues that directly impact Ontario’s Métis?

Establishing true nation-to-nation relationships and improving partnerships with First Nations and Métis

peoples is a priority for Ontario Greens. We will commit to working directly with the MNO on a

government-to-government basis on issues that directly impact Ontario’s Métis. We will uphold the duty

to obtain free, prior and informed consent from Métis communities regarding decisions that may affect

them.

2. If your party forms government, will you commit to establishing a process at the Cabinet level to

deal directly with the Métis of Ontario on Métis priority areas across Ministries? Will you take a

whole-of-government approach to your relationship with our government?

Yes, Ontario Greens will establish a process at the Cabinet level to work directly with the Métis of

Ontario on priority areas across Ministries, with a whole-of government approach. We will work with the

MNO to ensure equity for Métis in all public services and institutions.

3. Will your party commit to supporting a biennial leadership summit between MNO and Ontario?

Yes, Ontario Greens support a biennial leadership summit to foster a strong relationship between MNO

and Ontario.
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4. Can we work with a government under your leadership to raise Métis cultural awareness to your

cabinet and members of your Party?

Yes, Ontario Greens would work with the MNO to raise Métis cultural awareness to our cabinet and

members of our party.  We will also require anti-racism and anti-oppression training for all public sector

employees and legislators.

5. Will your party work directly with the MNO to establish reliable and flexible funding mechanisms

and identify new areas of funding support to enable our Métis self-governing institutions to enhance

the existing programs and services delivered by MNO to Métis Ontarians?

Yes, we would work directly with the MNO to establish funding to enhance the programs and services

delivered to Métis Ontarians. We would establish a co-management stewardship model for the

development of provincial resources with fair revenue sharing.

6. Will your party commit to working in collaboration with the MNO to co-develop and co-design

policy and programs that will benefit Ontario’s Métis (specifically, in the areas of children and family

services, housing, health care, and justice)?

Yes, Ontario Greens would welcome the opportunity to consult and collaborate with the MNO to

co-develop and co-design programs and policies that will benefit Ontario Métis. We are committed to

updating and improving the way we deliver public services to make them more equitable, safe and

accessible for Ontario’s Métis and First Nations communities.

We will also work with the MNO to reform children and family services, housing, health care and justice.

We have created a comprehensive housing plan, “Livable and Affordable Communities” and will work

with MNO to ensure that Ontario Métis have access to affordable housing options.

To improve health care for Métis peoples, we will:

● Work with the federal government and First Nations and Métis communities to identify and

close the gap in health outcomes

● Publish annual progress reports and assess long-term trends and indicators in areas such as

suicide, mental health, chronic diseases, and availability of appropriate health services to ensure

equity in access to care.

To address discrimination in our justice system, we will:

● Ban the practice of carding and delete existing data that has been collected from carding in the

past.

● Reform the Special Investigation Unit to ensure transparency and justice for racialised individuals

who are victims of violence and discrimination at the hands of law enforcement.

● Decriminalise drug use, expand safe consumption sites, and shift funding from the justice system

to healthcare.
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● Develop a 3 digit dedicated crisis response line and health-focused crisis response teams to

respond to mental health and substance related calls.

● Ensure that court mental health workers are available in all regions of Ontario to divert more

individuals living with a mental health issue and/or substance use concern out of the justice

system and into mental health and addictions services and supports.

● Restore adequate funding to Legal Aid by boosting their base budget and developing a

long-term, structurally stable funding plan.

● Immediately appoint more full-time, qualified, and competent adjudicators to the Human Rights

Tribunal of Ontario to ensure timely and effective case hearings.

7. Will your party commit to continue working with MNO to ensure our Métis communities will

benefit from resource revenue sharing?

Yes, Ontario Greens would establish a co-management stewardship model for the development of

provincial resources with fair revenue sharing with First Nations and Métis communities.

8. Will your party commit to having the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural

Resources and Forestry work meaningfully with the MNO to implement the MNO-Ontario

Framework Agreement on Métis Harvesting and on matters related to trapping, fishing, forestry, and

wildlife management in a manner that respects Métis rights?

Yes, we support The Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry working

meaningfully with the MNO to implement the MNO-Ontario Framework Agreement on Métis

Harvesting, trapping, fishing forestry and wildlife management in a manner that respects Métis rights.

We will uphold the duty to obtain free, prior and informed consent from First Nations and Métis

communities regarding decisions that may affect them.

9. Will your party commit to move forward to advance reconciliation through the

MNO-Canada-Ontario Framework Agreement? This includes supporting the work of MNO and Canada

under the Agreement on Advancing Reconciliation with the Northwestern Ontario Métis Community.

Ontario Greens are committed to advancing reconciliation through the MNO-Canada-Ontario Framework

Agreement, including supporting the work of the MNO and Canada under the Agreement on Advancing

Reconciliation with the Northwestern Ontario Métis Community.
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