
Ordinary Resolution on Advancing Métis Self-Government 

  

WHEREAS beginning in the late 18th Century distinct Métis communities emerged in various 
regions surrounding the Upper Great Lakes as well as along the waterways and fur trade routes 
of what is now known as Ontario; 

AND WHEREAS these Métis communities, along with other Métis communities that emerged 
in the historic North-West (collectively known as the “Métis Nation”), developed their own 
shared customs, traditions, and collective identities that are rooted in kinship, their special 
aboriginal relationship to the land, and a distinctive culture and way of life; 

AND WHEREAS the Métis Nation of Ontario (“MNO”) was created to bring these Ontario 
Métis communities together, along with other Métis Nation citizens from western Canada who 
now live in Ontario, to form a Métis-specific government whose fundamental purpose is to 
advance Métis rights and self- government, as set out in MNO Statement of Prime Purpose; 

AND WHEREAS since its creation the MNO has developed and evolved as a Métis government 
and actively pursued the recognition of Métis rights within Ontario, including, advancing the R. 
v. Powley as a test case on Métis rights all the way to the Supreme Court of Canada;  

AND WHEREAS after years of struggle, advocacy and direction from the courts to negotiate, 
the MNO and Canada signed the Métis Government Recognition and Self-Government 
Agreement (“MGRSA”) in June 2019, which expressly confirms that the Métis communities 
represented by the MNO hold the inherent right to self-government; 

AND WHEREAS in the MGRSA the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations expressly 
committed to recommending Métis self-government implementation legislation to Parliament in 
order to provide a legislative base for the formal recognition of the MNO’s self-government in 
Canadian law;   

AND WHEREAS in August 2021 the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations wrote to the 
MNO President to re-affirm the federal Crown’s commitment to implementing the MGRSA and 
ensure that all Métis governments Canada is negotiating with are treated fairly and equitably, 
including, ensuring the MGRSA is supplemented to include recognition and commitments 
provided to other Métis governments;   

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 2022 MNO AGA directs that: 

1. The MNO, including, the PCMNO, Community Councils and advisory bodies, be directed 
to lobby the Minister for Crown-Indigenous Relations to introduce into Parliament the 
implementation legislation promised in the MGRSA by the end of 2022, including, 
potentially supplementing the MGRSA to ensure the MNO has the same self-government 
recognition provided to all other Métis governments; and 
 

2. The MNO, including, the PCMNO, Community Councils and advisory bodies, be directed 
to educate Ontario MPs as well as other relevant MPs on the importance of this 
implementation legislation in order to garner support for this legislation when it is 
introduced into Parliament. 


