
August 18, 2023

Tansi! Hello! Bonjour!

I am delighted to bring greetings to everyone participating in this 
year’s Métis Nation of Ontario Annual General Assembly. This 
assembly offers an opportunity to reflect on your successes, plan 
your Nation’s future, and keep the momentum of your progress 
flowing from year to year. 

This year marks the anniversaries of two important milestones that must not be 
overlooked. The thirtieth anniversary of your Nation’s formal establishment reminds us 
how Métis have united within Ontario to promote a common culture and advance social, 
political, and economic issues to better support Métis citizens throughout the province. 
We also mark the twentieth anniversary of the landmark Supreme Court decision in 
the case of R. v Powley, in which the Court affirmed the ability for Métis to hunt, a 
fundamental constitutional right.

I look forward to continuing to strengthen our government-to-government relationship 
and to working together on shared priorities to implement the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous People, through our recently announced Action Plan. Together, we 
will work to deliver on Métis Nation priorities including economic growth, improving 
health outcomes, and supporting Métis elementary and secondary students in accessing 
culturally-appropriate, quality education.

Your progress inspires us all. I hope you have a productive assembly!

Marsee. Thank you. Merci.

The Honourable Patty Hajdu
Minister of Indigenous Services and Minister responsible for the Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Northern Ontario


