
 

 
 

 

 

Minutes of the Métis Nation of Ontario Special Assembly 
held June 17, 2023, in Toronto, Ontario | Page 1 of 15 

 

 

SPECIAL ASSEMBLY – JUNE 17, 2023 
 

Minutes of the Métis Nation of Ontario (MNO) Special General Assembly (Special Assembly) held  
June 17, 2023, at the Delta Airport Hotel, 655 Dixon Road, Toronto, Ontario, prepared by Jana Anderson, 
Recording Secretary.  
 
OPENING CEREMONIES 
The MNO Special Assembly commenced with the Colour Guard led by Métis Fiddler Nicholas Debaere-
Sawchuk, followed by “O Canada”. 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF INDEPENDENT CHAIR FOR MEETING 
Provisional Council of the Métis Nation of Ontario (PCMNO) Chair, Hank Rowlinson, called the Special 
Assembly to order at 9:10 a.m. Chair Rowlinson acknowledged the traditional territory of the many 
Nations on which the meeting was being held in and the sign language interpreters present for the hearing 
impaired. 
 
Chair Rowlinson introduced Eli Mina, appointed by the PCMNO as the Independent Chair for the Special 
Assembly, and reviewed the Independent Chair’s roles and responsibilities as outlined in the “2023 MNO 
Special Assembly Meeting & Vote Guidelines” (Guidelines).  
 
The Independent Chair welcomed delegates.  
 
WE ASPIRE AND STATEMENT OF PRIME PURPOSE VIDEOS 
The “We Aspire” and “Statement of Prime Purpose Videos” were displayed. 
 
Land Acknowledgment 
Senator Suzanne Brunelle welcomed delegates and acknowledged the importance of the traditional 
territories and lands of the many Nations the meeting was being held on, including the Mississaugas of 
the Credit, Anishinaabeg, Chippewa, Haudenosaunee and Wendat peoples. The Senator noted that the 
Toronto area is home to many First Nations, Inuit, and Métis people and is covered by Treaty 13. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
PCMNO Executive Senator Gravelle offered an Opening Prayer. 
  
Housekeeping Announcements 
MNO staff reviewed the emergency and health and safety protocols and supports available for citizens 
during the Special Assembly. 
 
OVERVIEW OF QUORUM AND MEETING RULES 
Eli Mina, Independent Chair, explained that the PCMNO called the Special Assembly to consider and vote 
on a special resolution to amend the MNO Bylaws and MNO Registry Policy and to adopt the MNO Citizen 
Removal Appeals Policy (Special Resolution). If passed, the Special Resolution would allow for the removal 
of MNO citizens whose citizenship files do not meet the MNO’s current requirements for citizenship. 
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Consistent with the MNO Bylaws, the Special Resolution would be deemed adopted by the Special 
Assembly if a quorum is met and at least two-thirds of the votes cast during the ballot box vote are in 
favour of the Special Resolution.  
 
The Independent Chair reviewed a presentation that provided: an overview of the Independent Chair’s 
role, fundamental meeting rules (“OFEEDS” acronym), behaviours that can create a toxic meeting 
environment, what delegates can do to make the meeting environment safe, as well as the process for 
discussing, debating, and voting on the Special Resolution.  
 
INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL RESOLUTION 
The Independent Chair read aloud the Special Resolution displayed on the screen (also included in the 
delegate meeting package and posted on the MNO’s website in advance of the meeting). A copy of the 
Special Resolution is included at Appendix A to these meeting minutes. It was noted that once quorum 
was established as per the MNO Bylaws, the Special Resolution would be formally moved and seconded.   
 
The Independent Chair invited MNO President Margaret Froh, who would move the resolution, and MNO 
Region 4 Councilor Mitchell Case, who would second the resolution, to comment on the Special 
Resolution.  
 
Introductory Comments by Mover  
President Froh reviewed a presentation titled “Special Assembly, June 17, 2023” that detailed the history 
and context leading up to the Special Assembly as well as commented on the purpose and need for the 
Special Resolution to implement the clear democratic will of MNO citizens. President Froh’s presentation 
was based on the “Special Assembly” booklet included in the delegate meeting package and posted on 
the MNO website in advance of the meeting.  
 
President Froh explained that since the MNO’s creation in 1993, its citizenship criteria have changed 
overtime based on the direction of MNO citizens and to further the aims and objectives set out in the 
MNO Statement of Prime Purpose. President Froh provided an overview of the historical denial and efforts 
to fight for the recognition and respect of Métis rights, history, and traditions, including the MNO’s 
involvement in the Powley case. President Froh noted the MNO, along with other Métis Nation 
governments through the Métis National Council (MNC), adopted a national definition for Métis, and that 
the Supreme Court of Canada in Powley, urged governments to negotiate on Métis rights as well as 
emphasized the need to develop objectively verifiable systems for identifying Métis rights holders. 
 
President Froh provided an overview of the MNO’s implementation work since the Powley, including the: 
- adoption of a new definition of “Métis” in the MNO Bylaws (2004); 
- signing of an interim harvesting agreement with Ontario (2004); 
- adoption of the MNO Registry Policy requiring proof of Métis ancestry (2009 & 2014); 
- adoption of an ordinary resolution directing the MNO to hold off on removing citizens who do not 

meet the MNO’s citizenship criteria until province-wide consultation on the Registry could be 
conducted (2010); 

- cancellation of all MNO Harvester Cards issued to citizens with “incomplete” files (2012); 
- joint announcement with Ontario on the identification of historic Métis communities (2017); 
- signing of framework agreements on reconciliation (2017); and 
- signing of a new harvesting agreement with Ontario removing the previous Harvester Cards cap 

following the completion of the Independent Review of that system (2018).  
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President Froh provided an overview of the Registry Review process initiated in October 2017. She also 
confirmed that as of May 2023, over 31,000 citizens have complete citizenship files, approximately 5,300 
have “incomplete” files, and 1,000 citizens could complete their files by signing a form or providing a 
missing document. President Froh explained that the intent of the review—which the courts agreed 
with—was to advance the MNO’s collective aims and objectives as set out in the Statement of Prime 
Purpose. It was not about targeting specific individuals or families.  
 
President Froh explained that citizens provided clear direction on the removal of incomplete files from 
the MNO Registry on various occasions, including most recently through: province-wide engagements as 
summarized in the publicly available “What We Heard” report (June 2021-May 2022); the 2022 MNO 
AGA’s adoption of the report “in principle” and direction to hold a province-wide vote (Plebiscite); and 
the results of the 82-day Plebiscite that confirmed overwhelming support for removal (i.e., 71% of the 
8,270 ballots cast). The Special Assembly was then called based on the Plebiscite results and the 2022 
MNO AGA’s direction.  
 
President Froh explained that broader issues outside the scope of the Registry Review process and Special 
Assembly would be considered as part of the future development of the Constitution and Métis laws. A 
copy of the PCMNO resolution to this effect was included in the delegate meeting package. President Froh 
then reviewed the proposed amendments to the MNO Bylaws (redlined) and MNO Registry Policy 
(redlined), as well as provided an overview of the Citizen Removal Appeals Policy.  
 
President Froh noted that even with the clarity provided by the Registry Review, the fight for Métis rights 
recognition was not over as some First Nations Chiefs were now challenging the recognition of Métis rights 
in Ontario. This is despite Métis being included in section 35 of the Constitution Act, the Powley case 
victory, the MNO’s work over the last 30 years to build relationships based on cooperation and mutual 
respect, and the signing of political accords and Nation-to-Nation agreements with these same First 
Nations and organizations.  

 
President Froh concluded by acknowledging the importance of continuing to move forward as a Métis 
government in a manner consistent with the Statement of Prime Purpose, to keep fighting for Métis rights, 
and ensure the MNO can verify that all of its citizens are rights-bearing Métis people. Citizens were 
encouraged to vote in favour of the Special Resolution to move forward together and send a clear message 
that rights-holding Métis communities in Ontario are legitimate and here to stay. 
 
Health Break 
The Assembly recessed at 10:50 a.m. and reconvened at 11:10 a.m. 
 
Introductory Comments by Seconder 
Councilor Mitchell Case noted he was proud to second the resolution given that it was an issue that 
citizens wanted to resolve, and there was clear direction from MNO citizens on how to proceed. This was 
a step forward for the MNO to advance self-government and self-determination.  
 
Councilor Case explained he came from a strong Métis family and community, and he was proud to be 
part of the MNO. He explained how the national definition of Métis has been protected and fought for by 
the Sault Ste. Marie community, the Powley family, the MNO, and every government within the MNC; and 
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that there was pride in all that the MNO has accomplished over the past 30 years. Councilor Case noted 
these accomplishments were made possible in part because of the credibility of the MNO’s Registry.  
 
Councilor Case acknowledged that Métis in Ontario had defeated the Canadian and Ontario governments’ 
efforts to erase them, and they continue to withstand offensive and inaccurate attacks on Métis identity, 
history, culture, and way of life. He explained that the MNO cannot move forward without being able to 
one hundred percent say, “we represent rights-holders”. The MNO has taken years and put significant 
investments in its Registry.  
 
Councilor Case recognized all those who would be affected by the Special Resolution, noting, however, 
that the process was not done out of malice or ill will. The MNO heard clearly from citizens and the 
Assembly that it must move forward, and the MNO created as many paths home as possible, far more 
than any other Métis government or other Indigenous government. The Registry Review process began 
six years prior, with millions of dollars invested into helping people complete their files. The MNO believes 
that those with incomplete files deserved a fair, supportive, and transparent process, which was provided.  
 
Councilor Case concluded by expressing his support for the Special Resolution to move the MNO forward 
as a Métis government that represents rights-holders. 
 
CITIZEN OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO THE SPECIAL RESOLUTION 
Observer Announcement 
Paul DeVillers, the Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) appointed by the PCMNO to oversee the ballot box vote 
on the Special Resolution, explained that in accordance with the Guidelines, MNO citizens in attendance 
at the Special Assembly may be entitled to observe the final count of the ballot box vote. As such, during 
the citizen opportunity to speak to the Special Resolution, six citizens (three speaking in favour and three 
speaking in opposition) would be invited to act as observers.  
 
Floor Opened 
The Independent Chair opened the floor for citizens to speak to the Special Resolution and reminded 
speakers not to discuss individual files or family names as per the confidentiality requirements in the MNO 
Registry Policy and as set out in the Guidelines. To balance the Mover and Seconder’s comments in 
support of the Special Resolution, the Independent Chair decided to begin the debate with comments by 
citizens opposed to the Special Resolution. 
 
Below is a summary of comments offered in opposition to the Special Resolution: 
 

- Speaker #1: Noted the family has historic records reflecting the family was born in Fort William. When 
voting, citizens were encouraged to consider that the Chevrette-Souliere family is related to many 
other Verified Métis Family Lines (VMFL) and Root Ancestors documented on the MNO website and 
that status of this incomplete file may be due to one colonial document that does not exist. 

 

- Speaker #2: Indicated that kinship ties exist to approximately five VMFLs. Eliminating people from the 
Registry will diminish the size and importance of the Métis Nation.  
 

- Speaker #3: Noted the Chevrette-Souliere line is part of the historic Georgian Bay Métis Community 
and there are historic records existing for those born in Fort William. When voting, consider that this 
family is related to many other VMFLs, and Root Ancestors documented on MNO’s website. Except 
for one colonial document, which may not exist, the file was flagged as incomplete, even if there is 
evidence to the contrary. 
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- Speaker #4: Commented that by eliminating people from the citizenship, the size and importance of 
the Métis Nation would be diminished. The family has kinship and ancestral ties to no fewer than five 
VMFLs, and has combined, over 100 years of dedicated service to the MNO. Concern was expressed 
that under the Registry Policy, arbitrary decisions are being made (e.g., a submitted document is 
accepted for one family line but not another), and that the Policy uses the language, “etc.”. The 
speaker questioned why the MNO needed a colonial document if a family can provide ties to five 
VMFLs through kinship and proximity. The speaker expressed concern about the reliance on church 
and census documents to define Métis,  an undefined appeals process, and historical misogyny where 
Métis women were defined by their husbands’ identity. In August 2022, notification was received that 
the family line was missing one single colonial document and the citizenship file is incomplete. The 
family is part of the historic Georgian Bay Métis community and, based on overwhelming kinship, a 
decision was previously made to accept the Chevrette-Souliere line for the Independent Review. 
Based on documentation, the family line is undeniably part of a historic Métis community. Citizens 
are urged to consider whether they want to take away rights and membership. 

 
Citizen Question 
In response to a question about the time limit allotted for speakers, the Independent Chair indicated that 
individual speaking time had not been officially set, the intention was to set it at two-minutes, and due to 
the number of people on the speaker’s list, the pace would need to be increased.  
 
Summary of comments offered in opposition to the Special Resolution (continued): 
 

- Speaker #5: Objected due to the process, because only two percent of the nation is present. Although 
everyone was invited, people are not present due to family commitments, health reasons, or the 
capacity to travel or stay in a hotel. This should be the voice of nation, not two percent. 
 

- Speaker #6: Noted that a person who is a citizen of Canada cannot have their citizenship revoked. The 
Special Assembly booklet outlines the different processes the MNO went through as a nation to get 
here today. In 2010, the Assembly moved forward with the Registry Review, and they grandfathered 
people. There was a statement from the President that no current citizen would lose their citizenship. 

 
Below is a summary of comments offered in favour of the Special Resolution: 
 

- Speaker #7: Noted that, as a descendant of the Half-Breed Adhesion to Treaty 3, the concern was 
about people born and living in Quebec until after effective control, who have rights in the Region.  
 

- Speaker #8: Acknowledged this was a difficult decision, but there is no other way forward but a yes 
vote. Elected leaders know this is challenging and that some people may lose citizenship. These people 
can come back with the paperwork, and they can reapply. At meetings, it has been heard that MNO 
has a flawed Registry, and this needs to be addressed. Until it was addressed, leaders are representing 
verified citizens and those with incomplete files, and leadership needs to be able to represent true 
Métis and not pan-Indigenous people. The MNO has worked to ensure its citizenship is verifiable. This 
issue has been discussed for over five years and it aligns with the Statement of Prime Purpose. 
 

- Speaker #9: Noted they are a descendant of the Half-Breed Adhesion to Treaty 3, with strong roots in 
the Northwestern Ontario Metis Community, and their ancestors were present prior to Canada being 
Canada. They have a strong grounding in their identity, having been raised in a Métis community and 
constantly surrounded by strong regional Métis leadership. Being raised in the community ensures a 
knowledge of and ability to protect the Métis identity. They have immense pride and awareness of 
their Metis roots, having been brought onto the lands and waters to receive teachings. Support was 
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expressed for removing those that do not meet the Registry requirements so that leadership knows 
who they represent. Métis rights, interests, and claims should not be jeopardized by people who 
cannot meet the requirements of our Registry. 
 

Point of Order  
In response to a point of order raised that Speaker #9 was not able to finish while prior speakers had been 
given more time for comments, the Independent Chair confirmed efforts would be made to balance 
minimizing the limits on speakers as much as possible, with ensuring all people on the speaker’s list were 
provided an opportunity to speak. 
 
Summary of comments offered in favour of the Special Resolution (continued): 
 
- Speaker #10: Noted this may define who a section 35 rights bearing person is, but it does not deny 

any individual or family their identity as a Métis person. They may still identify as a Métis person. 
 

- Speaker #11: Acknowledged that over the last 30 years, the MNO has advanced the Métis rights 
agenda for Métis verified rights-holders. There is a need for an MNO Registry that has people who 
can verify they are ancestors of, and are, Métis rights-holders. 

 
Lunch Break 
The Assembly recessed at 12:00 p.m. with Executive Senator Gravelle offering a lunch blessing. The 
Assembly reconvened at 1:04 p.m.  
 
Speaking Time 
The Independent Chair confirmed that, during the afternoon session, people would be allotted three 
minutes each to speak and one speaker, from the morning session, would be accommodated to finish 
their comments because initially there was no time limit restrictions in place. Delegates were reminded 
that specific files should not be discussed.  
 
Citizen Question 
A citizen posed a general question to  ask if the resolution was approved, resulting in the loss of 25% of 
citizens, whether staff would be cut back by the same percentage.  
 
Announcement of Quorum 
The Independent Chair confirmed there were 498 citizens registered as in attendance at the Special 
Assembly as of 12:00 p.m., which set quorum at 249.  Following a count of citizens present, the 
Independent Chair confirmed that a total of 538 citizens were present, and as such, the quorum 
requirement was met. 
 
CITIZEN OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO THE SPECIAL RESOLUTION (CONTINUED) 
The Independent Chair re-opened the floor for citizens to debate the Special Resolution. 
 
Below is a summary of additional comments offered in favour of the Special Resolution: 
 

- Speaker #12: Noted the Ontario Métis and Non-Status Union Association was created and broke up 
in the 1980s. In 1993, the MNO was established. In the early years, the MNO accepted a person who 
self-identified and had one grandparent who was Aboriginal. The MNO Registry was set up by 
volunteers with no resources or formal definition. The definition was established following Powley. 
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Many who were given citizenship in the early years would not meet the current definition. There is a 
need to acknowledge those who helped pave the way. There is a need for a community acceptance 
process. This resolution needs to be approved and then, through the Constitutional process, we can 
deal with unfinished business. Rights should not be jeopardized by those who cannot meet the 
definition. Leadership needs to know, with confidence, that the citizens who they speak for meet all 
Registry requirements. There is a need to consider the risks. Future generations and descendants 
should not have to turn to the courts to decide. 
 
 

- Speaker #13: Indicated they were in favour of the Special Resolution, but with a heavy heart as there 
are people who will lose their citizenship. This needs to be done to move the nation forward, and it is 
hoped people can find the documents needed. To move forward, MNO needs to be a legitimate 
nation, and this also being asked of the MNO by other nations.  
 

- Speaker #14: Noted that anthropologists use passive ethnogenesis to describe the emergence of 
people like Métis. This is the type of ethnogenesis the Creator intended to unfold. Active ethnogenesis 
is the direct planning and engineering of a separate identity; this was not MNO citizens’ reality. 
Respondents to the Statistics Canada 2016 Census reported 250 ethnic origins, with many 
respondents reporting more than one ethnic origin. Ethnic defamation is a lowering of a group’s 
reputation in the eyes of others. As it has been widely reported in the media, people claim to be Métis 
and speak for Métis. Ethic defamation will be allowed if the Registry is imprecise. There is also ethnic 
denial, which is what some Chiefs seem to be doing in denying the existence of Métis. The Assembly 
was encouraged to choose a strong MNO with a strong Registry. 

 
Below is a summary of additional comments offered in opposition to the Special Resolution: 

 

- Speaker #15: Noted they have provided historic research for the community of Mattawa that was 
recognized by First Nations. Errors, which included cited research were pointed out in the Mattawa 
research to ensure MNO’s research is correct and free from criticism. One of the most glaring errors 
upholds and supports the ongoing colonial violence against women and access to harvesting. 
 

- Speaker #16: Acknowledged that MNO is a corporation within the regulations of Canada has a 
responsibility to its shareholders. To be verified, a person must demonstrate genealogical ancestry 
and credible documentation that meets the burden of proof and sign an oath of allegiance, not a 
membership. To insist a file must contain this documentation supporting or approving heritage when 
Métis ancestors faced violence, they could not read or write, or did not always want to identify or 
conform to colonialism, was nonsense. Métis children were lost within the residential school system, 
and many Métis were shunned into silence. It was not surprising that documents were destroyed. 
Approximately 5,300 people have incomplete files, and some could be complete if they provided a 
document that does not exist. Providing such a document often meant discrimination, violence, and 
death. The speaker encouraged the Assembly to not leave those behind who do not have a document.  
 

- Speaker #17: Noted that they were a verified citizen on one side and non-verified on the other. The 
non-verified side was because of a paper burned in a church. Concern was expressed that judgment 
was being passed on those who cannot find or locate a piece of paper, and paper based on a church 
that was faulty. The vote was not black and white – it was grey. Applications should be reviewed on 
case-by-case basis and with all the facts. The appeals process must be revisited and there needs to be 
an independent, arms’ length organization conducting the appeals process. 
 

- Speaker #18: Disagreed with the process, noting the Special Assembly booklets state that the Registry 
has 31,000 Métis in Ontario, but only 6,000 voted to potentially expel citizens. They noted that their 
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name was recorded in many ways by many different people, and it was recorded by people based on 
how it sounded or through a biased lens. Concern was expressed with the level of policing of the 
discussion allowed at the Assembly, because people could not disclose whether they have received 
letters. It was noted that nation states regulate themselves; they do not need others to recognize 
them. There is a need to provide compassion to the community. Métis have survived challenges and 
must heal wounds. The process is colonial – relying on colonial paperwork created by people who did 
not speak for Métis, and often spoke against Métis. Canada has proven repeatedly they can turn their 
backs on Métis, and we should question whether the MNO would be will be better off accepting 
individuals that have met a purity standpoint. 

 
Below is a summary of an unspecified comment offered in relation to the Special Resolution: 
 

- Speaker #19: Indicated they would yield to the will of the collective. Self-determination and 
sovereignty go hand in hand, and it is not always easy. Many were scooped up by Canadian law, and 
the knowledge is buried in pain and scar tissue. Métis identity comes from ancestors, it does not come 
from paper, plastic, or racialized conceptions. Robust, collective, and active participation will move 
self-government forward. There are ancestors claimed by the MNO whose names are published as 
verified on MNO’s website. There is confidence in the self-government that has led us here today. 
MNO is already self-governing, self-determining. Put faith in the strong, collective processes and listen 
with an open heart and mind. 

 
Point of Order  
A point of order was raised that microphones were not being recognized equally throughout the room.  
 
Adoption of the Special General Assembly Agenda 
By a show of hands, the June 17, 2023, Agenda for the Métis Nation of Ontario Special Assembly, was 
accepted as presented. 
 
Citizen Question 
In response to a question about having more citizens in the room (538) when the attendance count for 
quorum was announced, as compared to the official quorum number required (249 or half of the 498 
citizens as registered as in attendance by noon), the Independent Chair confirmed that citizens who 
registered after 12:00 p.m. and were in the room during the attendance count, would be included in the 
attendance count but not in the minimum quorum threshold calculation.  
 
CITIZEN OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO THE SPECIAL RESOLUTION (CONTINUED) 
The Independent Chair re-opened the floor for citizens to debate the Special Resolution. 

 
Below is a summary of additional comments offered in opposition to the Special Resolution: 

 

- Speaker #20: Noted this was reprehensible as it lacks morality – some of the things taught by the 
ancestors. The vote means marginalizing and hurting people. People, some of whom were Senators 
and Elders, have put many years into the MNO, and they were now being rejected. That was not a 
valid foundation for a Métis Nation going forward. It was not proper to say, “we are doing it to win – 
we must do it for our people”. There is a need to think of those who have been part of this nation for 
30 years before now. Rights were not forever; they are precarious. While the MNO may win going 
forward in achieving rights at the federal and colonial levels, it was important to remember those 
rights are precarious.  
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- Speaker #21: Indicated opposition for the main reason around the wording that there is a clear 
mandate from the citizens. While a large plurality voted in the Plebiscite, if everyone present at the 
Special Assembly voted to remove those with incomplete files, that will equate to approximately 20% 
of the population. The Assembly was encouraged to think about the fact that the family line in 
question was associated with eight other Métis family lines. The Assembly has heard about the rising 
opposition amongst the First Nations, and if they take this to the Supreme Court, and win, the MNO 
may itself outside looking in. This should be thought about if the vote is to vote out a cousin.  
 

- Speaker #22:  Extended thanks to previous leadership for helping them obtain their card. Concern 
was expressed around comments related to five years being enough time to find papers. Family 
circumstances and illnesses, as well as COVID, took up a lot of time and prevented some people from 
being able to do research. All the information was at the office, except for proof of connection to the 
Métis homeland. The individual’s parents never spoke about being Métis, they learned they were 
Métis from other family members. 

 
Below is a summary of additional comments offered in favour of the Special Resolution: 

 

- Speaker #23: Reminded everyone that there was a choice to be here, and families had a choice to 
vote. Everyone had the opportunity to be present, be acknowledged, and have their say. If a family 
did not come, that was not the MNO’s fault. Citizens need to stand up, speak, be present, and 
accountable. People need a strong Métis Council and a strong MNO. If someone is Métis, use every 
tool available to prove it.  
 

- Speaker #9 (continued): Expressed support for removing those who do not have the paperwork to 
prove they are Métis to meet the evidentiary requirements and expressed concern there are people 
claiming to be part of the Region when they are from Quebec. Region 1 has been raising this for more 
than a year now – that Quebec does not have any recognized Métis communities, and having families 
through association should not be accepted if a person was born in Quebec. 
 

- Speaker #24: Expressed support for moving ahead to implement the self-government agreement and 
not falling short of the Statement of Prime Purpose that reflects the MNO represents Métis rights-
holders. For the past 30 years, MNO has advanced a rights-based agenda, which is nation-building at 
its finest. Although a difficult decision was being made, people were urged not to lose track that it is 
for the benefit of a great nation. The decision was being made with great concern, responsibility, 
democracy, and reasoning—at the direction of citizens. 
 

- Speaker #25: Indicated they have always been involved in their community, organizing Métis before 
the MNO was established. In 1993, when the opportunity arose to form the MNO, the individual’s 
community was the first in the Ontario to move forward as a whole. It was noted that the concerns 
about those who will lose their cards have been heard, and the MNO would not turn their backs on 
them. The Registry would help them find what is missing. To move ahead and stand proud, the MNO 
needs to represent those who have documents. While that may be colonial, it is what we have now. 
 

- Speaker #26: Expressed appreciation for being born and raised in their community, to be an elected 
leader and youth representative. Wholehearted support for the resolution was expressed. It was 
noted that the MNO Youth Council passed a motion supporting the individual speaking at the Special 
Assembly. The MNO has created a home for the speaker over the past ten years and if the MNO does 
not move forward with this, there is a possibility their future nieces, nephews, and children will not 
have that same home. Citizens were encouraged to think about how every decision made will impact 
future generations and having the Métis Nation to call home by voting yes. 
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- Speaker #27: Noted that if the resolution passed, it would not be the end for those who lose 
citizenship. The list of Root Ancestors could be expanded, and more research done to find the 
paperwork.  
 

- Speaker #28: Acknowledged the MNO has put a lot of effort into being taken seriously as an 
organization and a Métis government. This has been achieved, but it can also be lost and if lost, it 
would be harder to get it back.  It was noted that the strength of the Registry matters for the future. 
People who lose their citizenship can reapply, but it is much more difficult to get back a reputation  

 
Below is a summary of an unspecified comment offered in relation to the Special Resolution: 
 

- Speaker #29: Indicated offence to the comments made that “if you have the ability to be here, you 
should be here”. Some families have experienced tragedies, and others could not be here because of 
health. The speaker has friends and loved ones that this affects and asked the MNO to find a way to 
grandfather the trailblazers – not those without any documentation – but those who were missing 
“a” paper or “a” signature. The Assembly was encouraged to lead with kindness and understand that 
everyone has different circumstances. 

 
Mover/Seconder Confirmation Announcement  
The Independent Chair acknowledged the Special Resolution was officially moved by Margaret Froh and 
seconded by Mitchell Case.   
 
Below is a summary of additional comments offered in favour of the Special Resolution: 

 

- Speaker #30:  Noted that it would be important for the MNO staff to lobby the federal government 
for additional funding for students. To do this, it needs a defendable Registry. At the 2022 AGA, there 
was a conversation acknowledging people claiming Métis citizenship in order acquire positions within 
universities and teach classes – people who are not citizens of the MNO or any other Métis Nation in 
Canada. Efforts were being made to move forward to make sure schools contact the MNO to verify 
citizenship, and this cannot be done unless the MNO has a defendable Registry. This is a concrete 
issue that the resolution affects. The vote also impacts funding, programs, and services MNO provides. 
 

- Speaker #31: Commented that their community was acknowledged by Canada before Canada was a 
country. In 1870 the Dawson Route came through the area, and Canada acknowledged Métis by 
attempting to settle Métis land-related claims using the Halfbreed script. In 1875 Canada signed the 
Halfbreed Adhesion to Treaty 3. Canada knew the difference between Métis and First Nations, and 
they signed a separate treaty with First Nations in 1876. The community is grounded in who they are 
and where the people come from, and they have the facts of history. They are a historic community, 
formally recognized by Canada in 1875 in the Halfbreed Adhesion to Treaty 3 and in 2017 through the 
Agreement on Advancing Reconciliation with the Northwestern Ontario Métis Community. The 
speaker noted they stood in favour of this at the Peterborough AGA and they were once again in 
favour this. While there was sadness for those not meeting the requirements, the community should 
not be jeopardized with unverified citizens. It was important for leadership to know who they 
represent, which is the collective community holding the rights, interests, and claims. The speaker 
was elected to do a job to advance and protect the rights, interests, and claims of the Region. If MNO’s 
numbers decrease, it was because it represents verified rights-holders. The speaker noted they are 
part of a historic Métis community with rights, interests, and claims; and they belong to the 
Northwestern Ontario Métis Community, the MNO, and Métis Nation and would be voting to protect 
those rights. 
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- Speaker #32:  Indicated support for resolution for their children and their future. No one else could 
stand up for Métis rights. The intention was not to divide, it is to conquer together and fight for rights 
and the future. 
 

- Speaker #33: Noted the MNO was built upon the Registry. There are heavy hearts seeing unverified 
citizens removed, but it needs to be done to move forward. The speaker encouraged the MNO to 
continue to do the research to help those who would be removed from the Registry. Going to the 
Supreme Court in Powley was not an easy decision. The Powleys decided to go to court not only for 
their family but for the Nation. The Registry must be cleaned up, and it must be done for the Nation. 
 

- Speaker #34: Expressed support because everyone had the opportunity to vote in the Plebiscite. A 
mistake was made with the ballots, but every citizen had the right to vote, and those who stepped up 
were those who cared. 

 
Citizen Question 
A citizen inquired about what supports will be in place for those impacted and, if the vote is successful, 
whether citizens removed will no longer receive support from the MNO.  
 
Question Called on the Special Resolution 
Question was called on the Special Resolution. Following a show of hands, reflecting that the majority of 
those present supported ending the debate, the Independent Chair announced the conclusion of the 
debate on the Special Resolution.   
 
BALLOT BOX VOTING ON SPECIAL RESOLUTION BY CITIZENS IN ATTENDANCE 
Chief Electoral Officer Presentation  
The Independent Chair welcomed and introduced Paul DeVillers, the CEO for the ballot box vote. 
 
The CEO explained the process for the ballot box vote, whereby citizens would be called up by table 
number. A ballot would be issued to the citizen once Registry staff confirmed their citizenship and 
identification. The citizen was to complete the ballot by selecting either the “in favour” or “opposed” 
option, and then officially cast it by inserting the ballot into the ballot box machine face down.  

 
Observer Announcement 
The CEO confirmed the following individuals as volunteer observers for the ballot box vote:  
 

- Lisa Pigott 
- Danielle Hutton 
- Jennifer Parkinson 
- Paul Broadbent 
- Trent Desaulnier 
- Donna Graham 

 
Point of Order 
In response to a point of order, the CEO confirmed that the options on the ballots could be marked with 
either an “x” (as reflected in the Guidelines) or with a “circle” (as reflected in the distributed “Ballot Vox 
Voting Instructions”).  
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Voting 
The Independent Chair and CEO opened the ballot box voting and called delegates up to vote, beginning 
with Senators, Elders, and staff, and then by table number. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULTS OF BALLOT BOX VOTE ON SPECIAL RESOLUTION 
The CEO, along with the observers, confirmed the following results for the ballot box vote on the Special 
Resolution:  
 

- 516 total votes cast 
- 455 votes cast “in favour” 
- 59 votes cast “opposed” 
- 2 spoiled ballots 
 
The CEO confirmed that the Special Resolution (SGA230617-01) was carried as the necessary 
requirements for passing a special resolution under the MNO Bylaws were met (i.e., quorum was 
established and at least two-thirds (2/3) of the votes cast were in favour of the special resolution). Based 
on the results, 88% of the votes cast by eligible voters were in favour of the Special Resolution.  

  
CLOSING REMARKS AND CLOSING PRAYER 
The Independent Chair invited President Froh to offer closing remarks.  
 
President Froh thanked all delegates for participating, casting their vote, and respecting the democratic 
process. It was noted that the results of the ballot box vote confirmed what had been clearly heard from 
citizens previously and what was undoubtedly the right decision for the MNO as a Métis government.  
The President confirmed that as the MNO moves forward in implementing the amendments and the 
Citizen Removal Appeals Policy, the MNO will continue to provide support to individuals. The Special 
Assembly was not the end of the discussions on citizenship. MNO signed its self-government agreement 
in 2019 and an updated one earlier in 2023, which require the MNO to develop a Constitution and Métis 
laws. While the MNO now has clarity on who it represents, there is still much work to do and important 
discussions to be had in the future.  
 
President Froh reminded delegates to send letters to their Members of Parliament (MPs) and Senators to 
voice their support for the self-government Federal Recognition Legislation and to visit MNO’s website 
for a link to generate an automated letter.   
 
President Froh extended thanks to the Independent Chair and CEO, the MNO staff, leadership, community 
members and citizens, and sign language interpreters and wished everyone safe travels home. President 
Froh noted she was looking forward to seeing everyone at the 30th AGA in Ottawa and the 40th Anniversary 
of the MNC in August 2023. 
 
Powley Documentary Trailer 
Delegates viewed the video trailer for the “Powley Documentary”.  
 
MNO Chair Hank Rowlinson acknowledged and thanked all MNO staff. Delegates stood while the MNO 
Colour Guard retired the flags. 
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Closing Prayer 
Senator Lillian Ethier provided a Closing Prayer. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The Special Assembly, held June 17, 2023, concluded at 5:08 p.m.   
 

* * * * 
 
This is a true and correct copy of the meeting minutes for the MNO Special Assembly held June 17, 2023, 
and incorporates any and all amendments made at the time of adoption. 
 
 
 
 

    
Jo Anne Young, Secretary-Treasurer  Hank Rowlinson, Chair 
 
Acronym List 
The following acronyms are referenced in these minutes:  
 

AGA Annual General Assembly 
CEO Chief Electoral Officer 
MNC Métis National Council 
MNO Métis Nation of Ontario 
MP Member of Parliament 
PCMNO Provisional Council of the Métis Nation of Ontario 
VMFL  Verified Métis Family Lines 
 
List of Reference Materials 
The following reference materials were available to participants at the MNO Special Assembly held June 17, 2023: 
 
- Agenda titled, “Métis Nation of Ontario, 2023 Special General Assembly, Agenda” 
- Booklet titled, “Special Assembly, June 17, 2023, Toronto, Delta Hotel” 
- Special Resolution titled, “Special Resolution to Amend the MNO Bylaws and Registry Policy and to Adopt the 

MNO Citizen Removal Appeals Policy” (with Appendices) 
- 2023 MNO Special Assembly Meeting & Vote Guidelines 
- Métis Nation of Ontario Special Assembly, Ballot Box Voting Instructions 
- Métis Nation of Ontario Provisional Council of the Métis Nation of Ontario, PCMNO Resolution PC230530-07 
- Métis Nation of Ontario Provisional Council of the Métis Nation of Ontario, PCMNO Resolution PC230530-07, 

Frequently Asked Questions 
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Appendix A 
Resolution approved at the Métis Nation of Ontario Special General Assembly 

held June 17, 2023 in Toronto Ontario 
 
 It was MOVED (Margaret Froh) and SECONDED (Mitchell Case) 
WHEREAS in 2017, the Provisional Council of the Métis Nation of Ontario (“PCMNO”) initiated the MNO 
Registry and Self-Government Readiness Review (“Registry Review”) based on the MNO’s foundational 
goal to secure the recognition of its self-government from Canada, consistent with the MNO’s Statement 
of Prime Purpose;  
 

AND WHEREAS throughout the six-year Registry Review process, the MNO has been advancing the 
collective will of MNO citizens and communities, including listening to their direction as provided: (a) at 
numerous MNO Annual General Assemblies (“AGA”); (b) through the 2020 province-wide election where 
the issue of incomplete citizenship files was campaigned on; (c) during extensive province-wide 
consultations; and, (d) via a province-wide vote (“Plebiscite”) where all citizens over the age of 16 had 
the opportunity to have their voice heard on the issue;  
 

AND WHEREAS the next step in the process, as set out in resolution #AGA220820-02—which details at 
length the history, context, and reasons for the Registry Review and Plebiscite—is for the PCMNO to call 
a special General Assembly (“Special Assembly”) to amend the MNO Bylaws and MNO Registry Policy 
since a clear majority (i.e., 71% or 5,898 MNO citizens) of the 8,270 MNO citizens that voted in the 
Plebiscite, voted in favour of removing citizens with incomplete files from the MNO Registry;  
 

AND WHEREAS on November 25, 2022, the PCMNO also made a minor amendment to correct a typo in 
article 51(c) of the MNO Bylaws, and article 58 requires that any such amendment be approved at the 
next meeting of the General Assembly;  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 2023 MNO Special Assembly: 
 

1. amends article 3 of the MNO Bylaws to read as follows (also tracked in Appendix A to this 
resolution for ease of reference): 

 

3. It is a condition of citizenship that individual members: 
(a) commit to uphold and advance the MNO Statement of Prime Purpose, which is 

attached to and forms part of these Bylaws as Appendix A, as the foundational and 
guiding objects, principles and aspirations of the MNO; and 

(b) meet the current requirements for citizenship as set out in these Bylaws and the 
MNO Registry Policy in order for the MNO to be able to verify that all citizens are 
Métis rights-holders, and in order to advance collectively held Métis rights, including, 
but not limited to the right to self-government, land related rights and interests as 
well as Métis claims against the Crown. 

 
2. amends article 5 of the MNO Bylaws to read as follows (also tracked in Appendix A to this 

resolution for ease of reference): 
 

5. A person shall be registered as a citizen of MNO who: 
(a) has provided sufficient documentation to the satisfaction of the Registrar that they 

are Métis within the meaning of 4(a) of these Bylaws based on the requirements for 
citizenship as set out in the MNO Registry Policy, as adopted by the General 
Assembly and as amended from time to time;   

(b) is not enrolled on any other Aboriginal registry; and 
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(c) applied for admission as a citizen and has been approved through the Registry 
process of the MNO as amended from time to time. 

 

For greater certainty, if it is determined by the Registrar that a citizen does not meet all of 
the requirements set out in 4 and 5 of these Bylaws, that individual shall be removed as a 
citizen after ninety (90) days’ written notice from the Registrar, subject to the MNO Citizen 
Removal Appeals Policy. Any individual that is removed as a citizen is entitled to re-apply for 
citizenship at any time without payment of any fees or dues (if any are applicable). 

 
3. approves the PCMNO’s November 25, 2022, amendment to article 51(c) replacing the word: 

“to” with “not” before the word “hinder” so that the affected portion of the sentence reads 
as follows (also identified in the comments in Appendix A to this resolution for ease of 
reference): 

 

In order to ensure technological issues do not hinder or invalidate the conduct of a General 
Assembly… 

 

4. amends section 5 of the MNO Registry Policy – Guidelines to remove the following language 
also tracked in Appendix B to this resolution for ease of reference): 

 

No registered MNO citizens will be removed from the MNO Registry unless the Registry 
receives (a) written consent from that registered citizen; or (b) proof that the citizen is 
registered as an Indian under the Indian Act or is registered as an Inuit or other Aboriginal 
person under a modern day land claims agreement. 

 
5. adopts the MNO Citizen Removal Appeals Policy, a copy of which is attached at Appendix C 

to this resolution. 
RESOLVED (SGA230617-01) 

(516 votes cast: 455 votes in favour; 59 votes opposed; 2 spoiled ballots)  
 


