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Introductory Message about the Work within the Region 
 
The Huron-Superior Regional Metis Community is the historic, rights-bearing Metis community that emerged in 
the later 18th century at the heart of the Great Lakes. Our history here is long and beautiful and is interwoven 
with the history of our neighbouring communities in Georgian Bay, James Bay, Lakehead, Treaty Three, and into 
Manitoba. Our history and culture here are strong, guiding us and giving us strength through many generations 
as we endured, and continue to endure, the colonial experiment called Canada.  
 
The region is home to a thriving Metis community which is represented administratively by two community 
councils; namely the Historic Sault Ste. Marie Metis Council and the North Channel Metis Council. 
 
I am immensely proud of my family legacy in this community. Ancestors and relatives of mine participated in all 
the major events in the history of our community and as Regional Councilor, I work everyday to add to the 
collective legacy of our community. I am blessed to work along side community council leaders who are 
committed to working collaboratively to move our region forward and build a strong Regional Metis 
government to meet the needs of our citizens. 
 
This year is an important year for us. 40 years since the founding of the Metis National Council, 30 years since 
the founding of the Metis Nation of Ontario and 20 years since, on September 19th 2003, the Supreme Court 
told the world what we had always known, that we are a people and we have rights! I tip my hat today and 
remember Steve Powley and all he gave for the Nation. I also tip my hat to Roddy, Brenda, Kim, Paul, Evelyn and 
the whole Powley family for what they did for us all and to the MNO leadership for seeing the importance of 
this case and supporting it through.  
 
We have come through so much in our history as a community.  
 
When the troops arrived in Sault Ste. Marie in the fall of 1849, the process of silencing our community began. 
The following year, the treaty commissioner formalized that silencing in his refusal to allow our ancestors to join 
the treaty negotiations. The ultimate insult came when the treaty commissioner’s promise was not fulfilled and 
we were given the “chance” to buy our own lands from the government who now claimed ownership of them. 
From this point, our long century of suffering began, losing our lands in the Sault – being displaced to the 
margins of the city, welcomed as refugees on the reserves of our Anishinaabe allies, children being taken to 
Residential School and the total loss of our voice as a community; leaving us unable to prevent the burning of 
our village at Agawa Bay in 1968. 
 
The resurgence of our community began in the 1960’s and came to a climax when Steve, Roddy and the whole 
Metis Nation stood up against the oppression of the colonial system. Today we have our rights to harvest 
secured, our right to self-government not only guaranteed, but for us to determine what that will be. The road 
ahead of us is long and not without hurdles, but I am confident that if we all pull together we can do great 
things for our communities. It will be a long journey, but I am certain we will reach our destination. 
 
I am proud to offer this report on the highlights of the activities of this past year and I look ahead to another 
year of advancing our community.  
 
 

Highlight of Key Achievements   



Regional Manager – in October of 2022, we took a huge step forward in growing our regional governance 
and administrative capacity. We hired our new “Regional Manager” almost a year in, and I am exceedingly 
happy with both the position and person we hired to fill it. Samantha Boyer brings her considerable 
experience and knowledge to the position and is doing great work for our community. More about Sam 
below:  
 
Samantha Boyer – Geeboynesneguhmot – is an Anishinaabe woman and graduate of Shingwauk 
Kinoomaage Gamig and Algoma University. She holds an honours degree in Sociology, Anishinaabe Studies, 
and Anishinaabemowin. Samantha has worked front line as an Indigenous Court Worker specializing in 
criminal, youth, family and child welfare law. She played an integral role in the start-up and launch of the 
Urban Indigenous EarlyON Program “Mukwa Waanzh” and has been delivering Indigenous Cultural 
Competency Training Workshops for over seven years. Samantha is a mother of four and lives in Garden 
River First Nation – Samantha is a member of Batchewana First Nation. She is passionate about her work in 
addressing and healing Indigenous communities from the harms perpetuated by colonization, self-
governance and Indigenous rights to self-determination, and stopping the cycle of intergeneration trauma 
from impacting her children and family.  
 
 
Economic Development – Along with the other rights bearing regions, the Huron-Superior Regional Metis 
Community received Economic Development funding. The Regional Leadership put together a plan to use 
those funds to best support our citizens and communities. A highlight of the investment is below: 
 

• Metis Business Promotion Strategy – We have created a program of services to support the growth 
and development of Metis businesses the region. These include business coaching, videography, 
networking, graphic design, web services, and the development of a business database  

• We have a database of 48 Metis businesses who are accessing our business support services  
• We have supported 33 home/culture-based businesses with micro grants to support their growth 

and development 
• Later this year we will be hosting Metis business mixers and forums 
• Regional Tourism Strategy – building capacity for the region to develop tourism partnerships – 

including our Metistours.ca project, the development of a Metis Historic sites app and further work 
on the Sault Cultural Centre 

• Regional Branding – we are working with a Metis graphic designer to rebrand the region and both 
community councils 

• Gift Shops – we are working to develop small gift shops at both offices in Sault Ste. Marie and Blind 
River to support our local Metis creators and artists 

• Food Security Initiative – we are developing a regional food security initiative feasibility study  
• Procurement strategy – we are developing a community based procurement strategy, to spend 

every dollar possible from the MNO in the Metis community before spending outside our 
community. 

• Culture-Based EcDev – developing culture/history-based products to generate revenue for the 
region 

• Investment Strategy – developing a regional investment strategy for regional funds in order to 
ensure we are investing our funds in ethical ways that align with our values  

 
Housing – As a result of the MNO Housing Survey, the MNO Housing Branch, at the direction of the 
PCMNO, invested in and developed 20 geared-to-income housing units in Sault Ste. Marie. Families have 
started moving in and in Spring 2024, raised garden boxes will be offered to each household.  
 
Powley 20th and Rights Conference – 2023 is the 20th anniversary of the Supreme Court of Canada decision 
in R v Powley. In the fall, our community will celebrate through a series of events including the opening of 
our permanent exhibit at the Sault Metis Centre and the release of the documentary we have produced 
with Indigenous Geographic. 

 
Special Assembly – In June, I was proud to lead a delegation of nearly 50 delegates from the Huron-
Superior Regional Metis Community to the Special Assembly. Our delegation consisted of men, women, 
youth, elected leaders, community members from both the city and the rural communities and several 



elders, including the eldest delegate at the Assembly, Bud Bussineau. I was proud to see our delegation 
unanimously support the Special Resolution to, once and for all, put the MNO’s registry issues behind us.  
 
National Council for Reconciliation – outside of the MNO, I continue to serve in my role as a member of 
the National Council for Reconciliation Transitional Committee. I look forward to the Senate approving Bill 
C-29 and seeing the council fully established.  
 
Regional Implementation Agreement – Work continues with the Community Councils and the Regional 
Implementation Committee to move towards signing our Regional Workplan. 
 
1850 Robinson Treaty Promise Campaign – On October 21, 2021, the MNO President and MNO Regional 
Councilor for the Huron-Superior Region – which includes the Sault Ste. Marie Métis Community recognized by 
the SCC in Powley – wrote to Canada about fulfilling one of the Crown’s promises to the Sault Ste. Marie Métis 
Community that has been outstanding for 171+ years. 
 

• Specifically, during the Robinson treaty negotiations, Treaty Commissioner Robinson made promises to 
the Sault Ste. Marie Métis Community that they would have “full and free possession” of the lands they 
held along the river (the Métis River Lots). This promise attracted the honour of the Crown and despite 
Robinson’s statements that “the Government would do them Justice” it was never fulfilled.  

• The MNO’s October 2021 letter requested to begin discussions with Canada about how to find a 
mutually-agreeable way forward to finally fulfill this promise to the Sault Ste. Marie Métis Community, 
while also recognizing the need to respect the rights and interests of First Nations and private land-
owners at the same time. 

• On August 15, 2022, the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations responded and confirmed Canada’s 
ongoing commitment to working together with the MNO and outlined that Canada is supportive of 
exploring options to find a shared solution to the Métis River Lots claim together. As a first step, the 
Minister recommended that the MNO work with Canada’s negotiating team to develop a workplan and 
discuss options for research and funding to support the discussions. 

• Since Fall 2022, the MNO has been working with Canada’s team to develop this workplan and is also 
taking steps to collect historic reports and documents about the Métis River Lots claim for further 
discussion together (anticipated later this fall). 

• In January, I attended a meeting between our Metis governments and Canada discussing potential 
processes for the resolution of Metis Claims. 

 
 
Sault Ste. Marie Metis Center – It has been my honour and privilege to work alongside the Historic Sault 
Ste. Marie Metis Council for the last 5 years as they pursued their dream of a new community and cultural 
centre in Sault Ste. Marie. Since becoming Regional Councillor, I have had a whole new level of 
involvement in working with this amazing community to complete this project. Their handwork and 
determination have paid off and the community will soon have the full benefit of a brand-new community 
centre which will feature a program and service delivery hub, programming space, kids’ games room, 
classrooms, meeting spaces, an outdoor green space and the first of its kind in Ontario Metis Cultural 
centre and museum. The Sault Council is excited to invite the community and eventually the whole MNO 
to celebrate this exciting development.  
 

• Database 
• Permanent exhibit 
• Policies and procedures 
• Renovations 

 
Powley Case Commemoration Project – I was honoured to assist the Historic Sault Ste. Marie Metis 
Council in applying for a Heritage Canada grant to develop a permanent exhibit at the Sault Metis Cultural 
Centre to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Powley Case victory. In addition to the permanent 



exhibit in the Soo, there will be a documentary and traveling exhibit as our community’s gift to the MNO. 
The permanent exhibit will open to the community in Fall 2023 
 
Agawa Bay – we have begun the work of fighting for justice for our families affected by the burning of the 
Agawa Bay Village. We have begun interviews with the elders who remember the village and the way the 
government’s agents torched our homes and left nothing standing. In August 2021, we were able to assist 
two of our elders, Bud Bussineau and Dolores Pinder to return to their childhood homes and tell the story 
of the village and when it was torched by Ontario Parks. As Regional Councillor, I am committed to 
pursuing justice for our community and in particular the families that lost their homes. Since 2021, we 
have held additional interviews with Dolores, Bud and Fay Davieux with additional interviews yet to come.  
 

Highlight of Meetings / Conferences 
 
Regional Consultation Committee – the important work of the RCC has continued uninterrupted, working to 
protect the environment in our region and to ensure our interests are protected when those who seek to 
exploit our resources come knocking. Countless meetings with mining, forestry proponents and government 
regulators have taken place and strong positions have been taken to protect and defend our rights, interests 
and claims. 
As a member of PCMNO I serve on the following committees: 
 

• MNO Self-Government Negotiations Committee 
• MNO Cultural Commission Board 
• Economic Development  
• Great Lakes Working Group 
• Metis National Council – Metis Rights Panel 

 
Projects Undertaken /Partnerships / Other Committee Participation 

Regional Cultural Strategy – we are undertaking to develop a survey to be sent out to all citizens in the region to 
get feedback on the development of a Regional Cultural Strategy.  
 
Shingwauk Residential School Unmarked Graves – Kim Powley and I have been asked by the Historic Sault Ste. 
Marie Metis Council to sit on the working group led by the Shingwauk Residential School Survivors to begin the 
process of searching the grounds for unmarked graves. This work is ongoing.   
 
Huron-Superior Regional Metis Harvesting Restorative Justice Initiative – On Sept 11, 2021 we launched a first 
of its kind initiative in the Metis Nation where by the Huron-Superior Regional Metis Community are 
establishing a restorative justice initiative to assert our jurisdiction to manage our own harvest. Seven 
community members were appointed to an inaugural harvesting restorative justice panel which will serve for 
two years to launch the initiative. Collectively, this panel has over 340 years of harvesting experience. Special 
thanks to Art Bennett, Chris Belisle, Sonny Goodchild, Courtney Vaughan, Chelsea McLeod, Brian Turpin and 
Todd Showan for taking on this work for the community. Special thanks to Captain of the Hunt Steve Gjos for 
leading this work with MNRF. These appointments will be coming to an end this fall, and new appointments will 
be upcoming.  
 
Regional Food Security Strategy – Work is under way to develop a regional food sovereignty and food security 
initiative.  
 
Regional Communications Strategy – Work is being done to establish a regional communication’s strategy to 
improve the lines of communication between the elected leadership and the citizens of the region. 
 
Regional Tourism Strategy – Work is underway to develop a regional tourism strategy. These discussions 
include the Tourism Sault Ste Marie, the Great Lakes Watershed Conservancy and other tourism related 
organizations in the region. Metistour.com is the first project of this strategy.  
 
Regional Economic Development and Procurement Strategy – Work is underway on a regional economic 



development strategy and a metis procurement strategy.  
 
Sault Ste. Marie Downtown Plaza – Working with the HSSMMC and the City of SSM to ensure Metis history is 
represented at the new Downtown Plaza. 
 
Cultural Competency Training – We are working to create a Metis Cultural Competency training which we can 
deliver to organizations and institutions serving our communities. Organizations will be provided with training 
opportunities. 
 
MNOYC – as former president of the MNOYC, I was honoured to be invited to speak at the MNOYC monthly Tea 
Series to discuss historic grievances and how young people can help their communities to advance these claims. 
I was also honoured to speak at the MNO Youth Leadership Conference about Identity and Nationhood.  
 

Other Comments 
 

• Preparing multiple funding applications to support new projects in the region including SSM Heritage 
Centre 

• Working to develop regional fundraising strategy 
• Harvesting mobility and the Historic Sault Ste Marie Harvesting Territory northern boundary issue are 

of primary concern  
 

 
 


