
Daniels Decision - April 14 
 

Métis Significance 
 
Métis leader Harry Daniels was a celebrated Métis politician and activist who fought for the rights of the Métis 
people. He initiated the Daniels case in 1999. Following trial and appeal court decisions, on April 14, 2016, the 
Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the Federal Government has Constitutional responsibility for Métis and 
Non-Status Indians, marking a historic victory for Indigenous peoples in Canada and ending a 17-year legal battle. As 
a result, the Federal Government is now legally accountable for Métis and Non-Status First Nation Indian interests.  
 
Recommended Resources for Secondary Schools 

Title Author Grade/Subject Where to buy 

Daniels v. Canada: In and Beyond the Courts Kermoal, N & Andersen, C Teacher Resource Good Minds 

 
Recommended Websites or Videos for Research and Information 
 

 Appropriate For 

Who are the Métis? - Metis Nation of Ontario 
Who are the Metis? 

Teacher / Secondary 

Métis Nation of Ontario - Daniels Case Teacher / Secondary 

Encyclopedia Canada - Daniels Case. Teacher / Secondary 

Métis Nation of Ontario - Education & Training  V1 

 

https://goodminds.com/products/daniels-v-canada-in-and-beyond-the-courts
https://www.ontariometisfacts.com/
https://www.metisnation.org/news/a-significant-victory-for-the-metis-nation/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/daniels-case#:~:text=In%20a%20unanimous%20decision%2C%20the,federal%20government's%20exclusive%20legislative%20powers

