
 

Truth & Reconciliation/Orange Shirt Day  
September 30 

Métis Significance 
 

Established in 2021, September 30 honours the lost children and survivors of residential schools, their families, and 
their communities. The federal government has designated September 30 as a National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation. Orange Shirt Day is a commemorative day that honours the children who survived residential 
schools and remembers those who did not. 
 
Recommended Resources for Elementary Schools 

Title Author Grade Where to buy 

A Stranger at Home C.Jordan-Fenton, 
M.Pokiak-Fenton 

4-8 Indigo 
 

Every Child Matters Webstad, P K-6 Indigo 

Fatty Legs  Jordan-Fenton, C 
Pokiak-Fenton, M 

4-8 Indigo 

Métis Memories Collection Rupertsland Institute 6-8 Metis Memories 
Collection 

Metis Memories of Residential Schools Daniels, Jude D, and 
Omas, Dylan W 

7-8 Metis Memories of 
Residential Schools 

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Smith, D 3-6 Strong Nations 

Phyllis’s Orange Shirt Webstad, P K-2 Indigo 
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https://www.indigo.ca/en-ca/a-stranger-at-home-a-true-story/9781554513611.html?s_campaign=goo-PMaxSmartShop_Books_Kids_EN&gclid=CjwKCAjwnOipBhBQEiwACyGLupAzrjergamRs1Ad4YAjfeX1LLenVtpqQCbNRTpJBWDuLv60vp0TkRoCABkQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.indigo.ca/en-ca/every-child-matters/9781778540165.html
https://www.indigo.ca/en-ca/fatty-legs-a-true-story/9781554512478.html
https://www.muralmosaic.com/metis-memories/
https://www.muralmosaic.com/metis-memories/
https://www.muralmosaic.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Metis-Memories-of-Residential-Schools-PDF-Copy.pdf
https://www.muralmosaic.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Metis-Memories-of-Residential-Schools-PDF-Copy.pdf
https://www.strongnations.com/store/11199/national-day-for-truth-and-reconciliation
https://www.indigo.ca/en-ca/phylliss-orange-shirt/9781989122242.html?s_campaign=goo-PMaxSmartShop_Books_Kids_EN&gclid=CjwKCAjw7oeqBhBwEiwALyHLM4oWJtN3Md1sSAmdt76zihZdLL5896SlXvtlfgdpVSAgURaT6AqXzRoCAdwQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds


 

Title Author Grade Where to buy 

The Orange Shirt Story Webstad, P 4-6 Indigo 

The Secret Pocket Janiki, P 4-6 Strong Nations 

The Witness Blanket Canadian Museum of 
Human Rights 

All Teacher Guide 

Shi Shi Etko Campbell, N K-5 Good Minds 

Spirit Bear: Honouring Memories, Planting 
Dreams 

Blackstock, C K-4 Good Minds 

With Our Orange Hearts Webstad, P K-3 Indigo 

 
Recommended Resources for Secondary Schools 

Title Author Grade/Subject Where to buy 

Metis Memories of Residential Schools Daniels, Jude D, and 
Omas, Dylan W 

9-12 Metis Memories of 
Residential Schools 

Métis Memories Collection Rupertsland Institute 9-12 Metis Memories 
Collection 

One Nation, Many Survivors - The 
Île-à-la-Crosse Métis Residential School  

Métis National Council 9-12 Podcast Link 

Residential Schools Podcast Episode 2: Métis 
Experiences 

Historica Canada 9-12 Podcast Link 
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https://www.indigo.ca/en-ca/the-orange-shirt-story-the-true-story-of-orange-shirt-day/9780993869495.html
https://www.strongnations.com/store/10440/the-secret-pocket
https://witnessblanket.ca/teacher-guide
https://goodminds.com/products/shi-shi-etko-hc
https://goodminds.com/products/9781775191490
https://www.indigo.ca/en-ca/with-our-orange-hearts/9781989122976.html
https://www.muralmosaic.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Metis-Memories-of-Residential-Schools-PDF-Copy.pdf
https://www.muralmosaic.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Metis-Memories-of-Residential-Schools-PDF-Copy.pdf
https://www.muralmosaic.com/metis-memories/
https://www.muralmosaic.com/metis-memories/
https://blubrry.com/2994699/118969211/ep-1-one-nation-many-survivors-the-le-la-crosse-mtis-residential-school
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/residential-schools-podcast-episode-2-metis-experiences-full-transcript


 

Title Author Grade/Subject Where to buy 

Righting Canada’s Wrongs: Indigenous 
Studies Guide 

Various 9-12 Strong Nations 

Righting Canada’s Wrongs: Sixties Scoop Bomberry, A. and 
Edwards T 

9-12 Good Minds 

Secret Path 
 “The Stranger” Official Video - Gord Downi…

Downie & Lemire 9-12 Strong Nations 

The Marrow Thieves Dimaline, C 9-10 Indigo 

The Witness Blanket Canadian Museum of 
Human Rights 

All Teacher Guide 

Truth and Reconciliation Through Education Poitras Pratt, Y and 
Bodnaresko, S. 

Teacher Resource Good Minds 

 
Recommended Websites or Videos for Research and Information 

 Appropriate For 

Who are the Métis? - Metis Nation of Ontario 
Who are the Metis? 

Teacher / Secondary 

The Witness Blanket - Canadian Museum of Human Rights 
https://witnessblanket.ca/ 

Teachers/Students 

A Message from MNO President Froh on National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation 

Teachers/Students 

Sept 30th is the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation Teachers/Students 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=za2VzjkwtFc
https://www.strongnations.com/store/11378/righting-canadas-wrongs-indigenous-studies-resource-guide
https://goodminds.com/products/righting-canadas-wrongs-the-sixties-scoop-and-the-stolen-lives-of-indigenous-children?_pos=9&_sid=c6e9cfce8&_ss=r
https://www.strongnations.com/store/6218/secret-path#:~:text=Recommended%20resource%20for%20English%20First,and%20Reconciliation%20through%20Children's%20Literature
https://www.indigo.ca/en-ca/the-marrow-thieves/9781770864863.html
https://witnessblanket.ca/teacher-guide
https://goodminds.com/products/truth-and-reconciliation-through-education-stories-of-decolonizing-practices
https://www.ontariometisfacts.com/
https://witnessblanket.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSL4sZnxbcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSL4sZnxbcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NL90bwePMUU


 

Orange Shirt Society - Orange Shirt Day Teachers/Students 

September 30 - National Day for Truth & Reconciliation 
NCTR 

Teachers 

Legacy of Hope - Website 
The Forgotten - Metis Residential School Experience 
The Forgotten - Workshop Guide` 

Teachers/Students 

Île-à-la-Crosse Residential School Injustice - United 4 Survivors Teachers 

 
 
Additional Resources Available  

-​ Orange Shirt Day Background information 
-​ Orange Shirt Blanket Stitch Template and Instructions 
-​ Métis Residential School History 
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https://orangeshirtday.org/
https://nctr.ca/
https://legacyofhope.ca/
https://legacyofhope.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Forgotten-Metis.pdf
https://legacyofhope.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Forgotten-workshop-guide_web.pdf
https://www.united4survivors.ca/

