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GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO METES NATION OF ONTARIO
| | FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT R

- *THIS AGREEMENT is made in duphcate this 17‘1‘ day of November 2008

o _‘ BETWEEN

= _"HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN in rrght of the Provmce of Ontarro as
. represented by the Mmlstry of Abongmal Affalrs (heremafter referred to
as “Ontario”) S . S

| AND
THE METIS NATION OF ONTARIO (heremaﬁer referred to as “the
' ._MNO”) . el

.WHEREAS a Métls people emerged in west centraI North America wzth then own " : = -

| 'language (M1ch1f) culture traditions and way. of life;

_. : AND WHEREAS these Metls people eo}leetweiy refer to themselves as, and are G
. referred 1o by others as, the Metls Natlon ce L -

AND WHEREAS Ontario recognizes and respects the unique hzstory, 1dent1ty, _customs o
practlces traditions and rlghts of Metls communities in the province; . :

~'AND WHEREAS Ontario is committed to recogmzlng the Metls and enhancmg thur '_ _
- survwal as dlstlnctlve communltles . S . S

.' AND WHEREAS the MNO was created to represent and adv_ocate on behaif of its.
cmzens W1th respect to thelr rlghts rnterests and asplrauons SAET _

' AND WHEREAS the MNO malntalns a centrahzed reg,lstry of crt1zens Who have

e :apphed for and have been aceepted by MNO as citizens of MNO

: 'AND WHEREAS the MNO represents its citizens through its structures and 1nst1tut10ns,
'1nclud1ng, the Provisional Council of the MNO MNO Chartered Commumty Councrls

e _ and the MNO Annual General Assembly, X

o AND WHEREAS Ontarlo and the MNO have engaged in an effectlve and productrve |
g bzlateral_ process since 2600, as a part of Ontario’s New Approach to Aboriginal Affairs;.



AND WHEREAS Ontario and the MNO want to work together to build upon their

existing bilateral process, strengthen the refationship between Ontario and MNO’s

citizens, enhance the capacity of the MNO, recognize the distinct identity and culture of

. the MEétis people, and, improve the quality of life of Métis children, families and =
communities in the province; o TR o

"AND WHEREAS section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 reco_gnizes and affirms the
 existing Aboriginal and Treaty rights of the Aboriginal peoples of Canada; - -~

"AND WHEREA.S_._scction_ 35 of the Co_nstitution Act, 1982 prdvides tha_t_ the Aboriginal

peoples of Canada includes Indian, Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada; R T

~ AND WHEREAS in 2003, the Supreme Court of Canada, in R. v. Powley, held that
-members of the Métis community in and around Sault Ste. Marie have an Aboriginal

‘right to hunt for food under s. 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982; o
AND WHEREAS _Ontarid and the MNO are committed to implementing the Powley
decision; - e T T

- AND WHEREAS on April 8" 2008, the Ontario Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and -
- MNO President committed to workin_g_ to_get_her__ to deve_l_op a mutually agreeable

- Framework Agreement; .~ - R Tt
| NOW THEREFORE 0nté1__rio .ar.1_d ﬂr.;e. MN(.)_@!%’F?G. és fO:lioWS; SR
_ - The pufpose.of this Framework Agreemént is t'o.promote éﬁd féc_ilitate_ the -

recognition and advancement of Métis people in Ontario by providing-a -
framework for the Parties to work together in order to develop, coordinate and

- implement mutually acceptable measures to: strengthen the relationship between e

. Ontario and the MNO; support the MN O’s structure, institutions and -
‘administration; improve the well-being of Métis children, families and -
communities; jointly protect and promote the distinet culture, identity and
. heritage of the Métis people in Ontario; and, recognize and respect Métis rights,
- as a means of achieving reconciliation between the Crown and the Métis people.

20 OBJECTIVES

The Parties agree to working on the following obj ectives: -

2.1 Strengthen the MNO’s structures, operational capacity and financial
- management.. In support of this objective, the Parties agree to; . -
' ~e  negotiate a mutually agreeable multi-year arrangement to -
provide core operational funding to the MNO in order to



s support its admlnlstraﬁon ﬁnanexal management and overaii
. organizational capacity, .

discuss supports for and 1nvestments in the MNO S reglstry

~ subject to an mdependent rev1ew based on mutually agreed
~terms of reference, -

explore options for the legzslatwe recogmt:on of the MNO and

its Chartered Community Councils, and

other mmatwes mutually agreed to by the Parties.

22 Reeogmze and preserve the dlstmct hlstory, 1dent1ty and cuIture of the
Métis people and their contrlbutlons to Ontario. In. support of thls goal
the Parties agree to:

..

discuss initiatives and opportumties to recogmae the hlstonc
“and ongoing contributions of the Métis in the province, '
_identify activities whlch promote cross-cultural awareness and '
. ‘understanding among the Métis and other Ontarians, .
' :_expiore 1n1t1at1ves to protect and preserve the Mlchlf 1anguage
~in Ontario, -

develop a self—sufﬁczency p}an for the Metls Nahon of Onta:r;o

Cultural Commission, and :
~ other 1n1t1at1ves mutually agreed te by the Partles

23 Increase economic OPPOTtUHIﬁeS for Metls peopIe and enhance the SRR

- individual and communlty weil bemg of Metls In support of thls goal the L

Partles recogmze the need to

“develop the capaezty of Métis. commumtles 1nd1v1duals and
3 busmesses to participate in economic opportumtzes

h improve education attainment levels, employment _
~opportunities and to support adequate and appropriate tralnmg, o

improve the health and well-being of Métis people,

» . improve housing . condmons and access to housing, -
s - improve access to Justice and 1ncrease MétlS access to

restorative justice measures,

~improve the access that Métis people have to provmezal

L services, 1neIud1ng, health, education and so<:1a1 supports to :

" close the gap in the quality of life that now ex1sts between
_-Abongmal peoples and other Canadians, =~

improve effective part101pat10n in the development of
provincial policies which significantly affect Métis peopie

‘enhance multi-departmental coordination within the -
- _Government of Ontario aimed at addressing the 80C10-

economic needs of Métis people, and -
other 1n1t1at1ves mutually agreed to by the Partles



24 Facﬂltate the recogmtwn of. Metls r;ghts in Ontario asa part of the

Cotor s
e dlscuss coIla‘oorat:ve 1n1t1at1ves for ensuring the fulﬁllment of
" the Crown’s duty to consult, and, where approprlate
-~ .accommodate Métis rights in the province, - :
. .undertake where appropriate collaborative historic and -
- .- contemporary research on Métis communities in Ontarlo and
e pursue discussions with the Government of Canada on Métis =
RS _harvestmg rights and the Crown s consultatlon duties where
... _appropriate, and - R R -
ke _6 other 1n1t1at1ves mutually agreed o by the Partles

- 3, 0 STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS

| 31 ' Poht1ca1 Meetlngs and Coordrnatmg Commrttee a L
Sl ' ~The Premier of Ontario and the MNO Pre51dent wﬂl meet

reconczhatlon process In support of thls goal Ontarro and the MNO agree._ ' '_ . B

- annually to discuss mutually agreeable subject matters and the : ERat

3 e - progress, achzeved through the Framework Agreement o
* " e The Minister for Abongmal Affairs and the MNO President

~will meet, at a minimum, twice annually, in order to assess the o

_ - progress being made through the Framework Agreement _

. . -Ontario and the MNO will each appomt representatwes toa ...
" Coordinating Committee to oversee and manage the . - o -j_?

:'Framework Agreement’s 1mp1ementat10n 3

L0320 Engagmg the Government of Canada : o

o “Ontario.and the MNO agree to continue to engage the
Govemment of Canada through the Ontario- Canada—MNO
trzpartlte process as well ; as on other mutuaIly agreed to
trrlateral 1n1t1at1ves - - :

3. 3 MNO Strateglc Plan o L ' R
N “The MNO will develop a 5 year strateglc pIan whlch Wﬂl
“include strategies to achieve the goais and objeetzves of thlS L
SRR :Framework Agreement S
e The MNO will update its strateglc plan annuaIly and w111

‘provide copies to the Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs as well as L

-+ 1o other reIevant Govemment of Ontarlo mlmstnes and RUE
. lagencies. S S
. & Taking mto account federal contnbutrons Ontano w1li prov:de_- .

“support to the MNO for its 5 year strategic plan development ERRe s

R :_as weli as the annual updates to the plan



6.0 .

34, " Promoting Joint Planning, Collaboration and Action - |

o . The MNO and Ontario Ministries, willing to participate in the
- Ontario-MNO Framework Agreement process, will develop
bilateral processes and mutually agreeable sectoral workplans '
‘which provide for:
.o The identification of interests common to the Partles
- o The MNO’s input into the development of polrcy and
- the delivery of programs and services, which - = -
: 51gn1ﬁcant1y affect Métis people; and
o .The pursuit of strategles and actions which increase the
- cultural, economic and social well- being of the Metis . ;
- people in Ontario. : -
» . Each Ontario Ministry, willing to partlc1pate in the Ontar10~
 MNO Framework Agreement process, may negotiate a
N mutually agreeable sectoral wcrkplan w1th the MNO

35 - CapacrtySupport

o The Parties will 1dentzfy the capac1ty requ1rements necessary to -
develop and implement the actions referred to in paragraphs .
3. 1 3.2, 3 3 and 3. 4 of thls Framework Agreement '

- ANNUAL REVIEW

41 _A review of the operatlon of thrs Framework Agreement w1Il be conducted S

o ) -annually by the Coordlnatrng Comrmttee

42 'The purpose of the review is to 1dent1fy successes and challenges with

respect to the operatron of the Framework Agreement

-4.3 - Based on this review, the Partres will Jomtly develop and 1mp1ement

_ strategles desrgned to address the challenges
EVALUATION

5.1 '_ - The Parties will develop mutualIy agreeable terms of reference for the
PR evaiuatlon of the Framework Agreement ' :

52 '-3Based on these terms of reference an mdependent evaluatlon of the

Framework Agreement erl be conducted in 2012

FUNDING

6.1 - The MNO and other Government of ..Ontar_i'o_ Ministries, departments and
- agencies may, if they so agree, enter into additional funding arrangements
-to support specific, mutually agreed objectives that may be identified in



BT Y

8.0

62
63
64

65
R are subject to appropriations by the Ontario_Legis_Iati_ve Assembly, -

 the stratégic plan of the MNO or by specific Government of Ontario ERE
- Ministries, departments and agencies, e e Lo

~ The Parties agree to annually review the adequacy of the funding which

supports the goal and strategies of the Framework Agreement. .

: An annual contribution towards the Ontario-MNO bilateral proces_s..and
~ the core funding of the operations of the MNO will be provided by the -
_Goyermnentof(_)ntar_i_o._ U T

Best efforts Will be made for inu_lti-year contribution agféements tobe ..

_achieved. © = .

All fundin_g arrangemenfs contemplated under this Framework Agreement

~‘provincial policies and funding criteria, -

7.1

o - Framework A_greémgen_t.

72

8.1
8.2

8.3

- EXISTING AND FUTURE FUNDING AGREEMENTS =

- Government of Ontario Ministries, departments and agencies with exisﬁn_g o
funding relationships with the MNO will be encouraged to ensure that Lo

renewals or changes will be consistent with the objectives ofthis =

Nothmg in this Framework Agreem_eht shall be cdnstrued 0 as to limit or

restrict access by the MNO to other sources of potential provincial support

- -and funding consistent with applicable p_'ol_icies_ and program and services
Coeriteria, LT T T

'NON-DEROGATION

. Nothing in this Framework Agreement affects, abrogates or derogates
- from, or recognizes, affirms or creates any rights of Métis people or Metis .

“communities in Ontario. e

No_th_ing in this Framework Agreement shall be construed so as to I'_i_mit the -

' responSibi_i_ities, authorities and jurisdiction'of_Ontario Ministries, - - _
departments and agencies in relation to their respective mandates, - -

The language and terms erhployed in this ._Fr.a'_mewozrk Agfeement are not _'
intended to have legal meaning or affect or connote legal positions of .

either the MNO or Ontario,



2.0 - GENERAL :

: 9.1 Subjeet to paragraph 9.5, the term of this Framework Agreement shall be
- from November 17 2008 1o November 17,2013, _ :

9.2 The progress evaluation referred to in section 5 of this Framework
- Agreement will provide one of the bases to determlne whether or not the o
- Framework Agreement should be. renewed o

93 - This Framework Agreement may be amended from trme -to- time by the
- .- mutual written eonsent of the Parties :

94 Thrs Framework Agreement is not a Iegally bmdmg eontraet

9.5 - _Erther Party may terrnmate thrs Framework Agreement by provrdmg 90
S days wrrtten notiee to the other party o o
“IN WITNESS WHEREOF thrs Framework Agreement has been executed as of the date R

; ﬁrstwrlttenabove _ : S

~ Honourable Brad Duguid” R e Wltness
- Minister of Abo_ri_ginal Affairs L -

Vi

. o W% @M{W 57(2 Nekeets

" President
Metrs Natlon 0 Ontarxo

'Gary Lipinski / / '_ _ tness

/2,1% M k/ eQe@ } |

Wrtness

Métis Nation of Ontario



